MINUTES
TOWN OF ACTON
COMMISSION ON DISABILITIES
January 20, 2015
9:30 am, Town Hall, Room 204

Members Present: Danny Factor, Lisa Franklin, Madeleine Harvey, Cindy Patton

Member Absent: Steve Baran

Associate Member Present: Karen Troy

Associate Member Absent: Leslie Johnson

Guests: Franny Osman (Board of Selectmen Liaison), Kevin Antonelli


Call to order: 9: 30 
Danny made a motion to have a quick check in with members at the beginning of each meeting. 2nd Lisa, 3 in favor, 1 abstention

Citizens’ concerns:  None
  
Updates:  
Route 2A sidewalk: Danny spoke to Corey York (Engineering).  He suggested that he speak to Roland Bartl (Planning). After speaking with Roland, I was informed that the Rail Trail construction will be starting in the summer.  There is also a bridge to be replaced near Davis Road.  The sidewalk construction will probably be in 2 years.  Danny will keep in touch with Mr. Caristi and Roland Bartl.  

Announcements:  There is a new application for a variance at 100 Nonset Path, the Marcus Lewis Tennis Center.  The Architectural Access Board has scheduled this issue for review on February 9.  We could ask that the review be postponed until after our next meeting.  Mady suggested that the Variance Coordinator take care of the scheduling of the review and site visit. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Board of Selectman Report:  The Selectmen are working on next year’s budget.  They also announced that there will be a forum about the center of town.  They are working with the library to find a better way to put the books so that they are accessible for disabled.  The Kennedy Center building at the cemetery will be made accessible.  They are looking into a meals tax of  .75% in order to hire an Economic Development Officer and to extend the Transportation Van to 11 hours a day with a fixed rate.  Details are available from Doug Halley. The Selectman discussed that there should be a safety net for people who want to be checked on.  The selectmen have started to discuss Town Meeting. The town clerk should be asked about captioning the meeting.  There was interest about discussing this at the next COD meeting.
  `
Minutes from December:  Lisa made a motion to accept the minutes with corrections.  2nd Danny, unanimous.

Approve COD representative to Acton Nursing Service (ANS):  Lisa was interviewed about being on the Acton Nursing Service (ANS) task force.  They said that they are looking for someone who has marketing experience.  Danny nominated Lisa to be the COD representative to the ANS if she is chosen, 2nd Mady, unanimous.  Danny also made a motion that the COD should have a representative on the task force.  2nd Mady, unanimous.  The chairpersons will look in to how this message can be sent to the Volunteer Coordination Committee (VCC) and selectmen.

Outreach to Local Ministers:  There was a discussion about whether we want to write a letter to each clergy member or a single letter to ask the group to come to a meeting.  We would like them to gather for a relaxed discussion on accessibility (physical and emotional) in houses of worship.  Lisa moved that we contact the group and ask to be put on their agenda. 2nd Mady, 3 yes, 1 abstention.

Progress Chart:  Karen can put the Progress Chart on docushare.  We should let Karen know if a step has been completed.  Danny wants to put other activities on the list to help keep track of them.  As a group, we decided to limit it to our three yearly projects.

Scheduling self-education meetings:  Mady thought that four extra meetings to discuss the self-education topic would be excessive.  Perhaps we should only have two, three-hour meetings.  Franny suggested that we should try to make the meetings more relaxed.  A motion was made to schedule two, three-hour meetings about the self-education topic.  2nd Cindy, three yeas, 1 abstention.  Lisa and Mady will come up with possible dates. 

Variance Form: Danny made a motion that the variance form, made by Lisa, should be accepted as revised.  2nd Lisa, unanimous.

Resource Fair Planning:  
The COD needs to remember that Transition is the new watchword.  Danny looked into the Weekly Chatter and found that the announcement needs to be accepted by the Superintendent.  It was discussed whether we should have the Fair over the lunch hour 1 pm to 4pm.  The Resource Fair should be for resources in town to support people with disabilities and seniors.  The title for the event will be “COD Resource Fair”.  We discussed whom we would like to invite to make presentations.  Food would be fruit and cheese and boxes of Jo from Dunkin Donuts.  

Distribution of pamphlets, brochures, and advertising:  Tabled until next meeting.

February Agenda: 
Variance at 100 Nonset Path
Accommodations for town meeting
Resource Fair
Clergy

There was a vote on whether the agenda should be timed or untimed.  Danny made a motion that we always have a timed agenda. 2nd Mady, unanimous

Remote Access:  Moved to next meeting.
 
Adjourn:  12:35 pm


Respectfully submitted Cindy Patton (clerk)
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