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BOARD does not approve, the original plan will remain in effect and the subdivider will be 
required to reconstruct in accordance with the original plan. 

 
11.4.2 Changes in matters not listed in the previous paragraph, shall always require the 

BOARD’S approval. The BOARD may decide in its discretion whether such changes 
warrant a public hearing or not. Changes affecting the layout of STREETS and LOTS that 
require the recording of a revised SUBDIVISION plan with the Registry of Deeds or the 
Land Court are all subject to the modification procedures in M.G.L. Ch. 41, S. 81-U and 
section 5 of the RULES, including a public hearing. 

 
11.4.3 At the time the field change is requested, a "red-lined" plan (2 copies) shall be submitted 

to the Town Engineer, stamped by a Professional Engineer, with an explanation of the 
reason(s) for the requested change. 

 
11.4.4 If the field change is approved, the Town Engineer and the Planning Director shall sign 

both copies of the “red-line” plan, file one copy and return the other to the subdivider. 
The Town Engineer shall inform the subdivider if the requested field change has been 
disapproved. 

 
11.4.5 When deemed necessary the Town Engineer or the BOARD may require a properly 

revised SUBDIVISION plan showing the change in addition to the "red-lined" plan. 
 
11.4.6 The inspector will inspect the work in progress during reasonable hours as he will see 

fit. But, in any case it will be the subdivider's responsibility to request his inspection at 
the following progress steps: 

 
11.4.6.1 After excavation and/or filling has been completed but before the gravel 

placement operation is started. 
 

11.4.6.2 After drainage system (pipe, manholes, catch basins and other drainage 
structures) is installed, but before it is covered. Inspector shall enter each catch 
basin to sight drainage pipe runs to adjacent basins. Any defective runs shall be 
corrected before approval is given. 

 
11.4.6.3 After surface gravel is in and compacted, but before bituminous concrete 

pavement is applied. Inspector shall also inspect pipe runs from catch basins as 
above. 

 
11.4.6.4 After bituminous concrete and curbing, if required, are installed. 
 
11.4.6.5 Before acceptance by the Town of Acton at an Annual or Special Town Meeting. 
 
11.4.6.6 At other specific times deemed necessary by the BOARD. 
 
11.4.6.7 Inspections of all plantings of trees and other vegetation are carried out by the 

Tree Warden or his designee. Prior to such inspection taking place, the 
subdivider shall submit a letter, stamped and signed by a Registered Landscape 
Architect or Certified Arborist, stating that the plantings were installed with 
commonly accepted industry practice, that they comply with the American 
Standard for Nursery Stock (ANSI Z60.1-2004), that they are healthy, and that 
actual plantings are consistent with the landscape planting plan for the 
SUBDIVISION and these RULES. 
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11.4.6.8 Inspections of the water system, including the placement of hydrants, valves etc. 
is normally carried out by the Acton Water District (or its successor). Duplicate 
inspections by an Inspector as designated by the BOARD will not normally be 
required. 

 
11.4.6.9 The subdivider shall give 48 hours notice to the Town Engineer whenever an 

inspection is indicated. 
 
11.4.6.10 The subdivider must furnish all data relative to baselines and grade stakes on 

the ground, stake sheets, ties and any other information which is needed in the 
opinion of the BOARD or those designated by the BOARD to accomplish such 
checking as is required for the requested approval and certification. 

 
11.4.6.11 Failure of the subdivider to notify the BOARD as required herein shall result in the 

BOARD requiring any work not inspected as a result of such failure to be 
exposed in order that the proper inspection may be made. 

11.5 TOWN BYLAWS 

The subdivider should acquaint himself with the bylaws and regulations of the Town of 
Acton and the regulations of the Acton Water District which affect the SUBDIVISION. The 
particular bylaws which are to be considered are: 

 
11.5.1 The Zoning Bylaw of the Town of Acton, as amended. 

 
11.5.2 The Earth Removal Bylaw, as amended. 
 
11.5.3 Sewage Disposal Rules and Regulations, as amended. 
 
11.5.4 Regulations of the Acton Water District. 
 
11.5.5 Plumbing Rules and Regulations. 
 
11.5.6 Wetlands Protection Bylaw. 

11.6 COMPLETION WITHIN EIGHT YEARS 

The BOARD may impose as a condition of its approval of a definitive plan that the 
construction of all STREETS and all installation of MUNICIPAL SERVICES shown on the 
plan be completed within eight (8) years of the date of approval. If the construction and 
installation is not completed within the eight year period, the approval shall automatically 
lapse and no STREET shall be laid out, constructed or opened for public use unless and 
until a new Definitive Plan application has been filed in accordance with the RULES then 
in effect and the new plan has been approved by the BOARD. 

11.7 ACCEPTANCE OF STREETS 

When a ROAD or STREET in a SUBDIVISION has been completed in a manner fulfilling 
the requirements of the BOARD and there are no outstanding performance guarantees 
remaining in effect that were required as security to ensure completion of improvements 
within the SUBDIVISION, the subdivider may request the BOARD to inspect the ROAD in 
order to give a recommendation to the Board of Selectmen who will consider the 
question of laying out said STREET or ROAD under MGL Ch. 82. STREET acceptances 
within a SUBDIVISION are the financial and legal responsibility of the subdivider. 
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11.7.1 The BOARD shall require submission of the following information at least one hundred 
and eighty (180) days prior to Annual Town Meeting before making a recommendation 
to the Board of Selectmen. Except as otherwise notes all submissions shall be made in 
electronic PDF format: 

 
11.7.1.1 Two copies of the as-built plan of the ROAD or STREET at a scale of 40 feet to 

the inch at size 24" x 36", plus a copy on disc or via another commonly used 
electronic media storage or transmission device in PDF and scalable CADD 
formats and registered to the Massachusetts State Plane Coordinate System. 
Said plan shall include a centerline profile (4 feet per inch on the vertical scale 
and 40 feet per inch on the horizontal scale) taken at 50 foot intervals along the 
STREET (25 foot intervals at vertical curves) as it has been completed, and shall 
show:  

a) All utilities, public and private, above and below grade, shall be shown on the 
plan as they exist.  

b) The "as built" plan shall show the monuments (ROAD bounds) with the dates 
they were set and the traverse and fixed points on the SUBDIVISION 
perimeter used to establish the bound locations, all with bearings, distances 
or coordinate values sufficient to re-establish these points.  

c) All elevations shall refer to the National Geodetic Vertical Datum (NGVD) of 
1929. 

 
11.7.1.2 A signed letter from the registered engineer certifying that all work, as required 

by the RULES and the approved SUBDIVISION plan, has been completed. 
 
11.7.1.3 A signed certificate by a registered land surveyor indicating that all permanent 

monuments are in place and are accurately located, including evidence that the 
bound traverse had a ratio "error of closure" of 1:15,000 or better. Use Form CB 
- Certification of Bounds (see Appendix). 

 
11.7.1.4 The legal description in electronic WORD format by metes and bounds of each 

ROAD and EASEMENT considered for acceptance by the Town. 
 
11.7.1.5 The proposed deed in electronic WORD format conveying the fee in the STREET 

plus the associated EASEMENTS to the Town, and legal evidence that the fee in 
the STREET has not been inadvertently conveyed to abutting LOT owners. 

 
11.7.1.6 The proposed article for the Town Meeting warrant in electronic WORD format 

generally describing the location and length of the ROAD or STREET to be 
considered for acceptance by the Town. 

 
11.7.1.7 Written certification by the Acton Water District that the water supply system has 

been approved by the Acton Water District. 
 
11.7.1.8 Written certification by the Acton Fire Department that the fire alarm system and 

fire hydrants have been approved by the Fire Department. 
 
11.7.1.9 The plan shall be accompanied by a letter from the registered landscape 

architect certifying that installation of STREET trees and plantings, as required by 
the RULES and the approved SUBDIVISION plan, has been completed. 
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11.7.1.10 Written certification by the Acton Engineering Department that the binder course 
was exposed to one winter season (Nov. 15 - April 30) prior to the application of 
the wearing course, and that all SUBDIVISION improvements have been exposed 
to one winter season (Nov. 15 - April 30) without substantial damage, or that 
damage, if incurred, has been repaired to the satisfaction of the Acton 
Engineering Department. 

 
11.7.1.11 Certificate of Compliance with conditions imposed on the parcel(s) contained 

within the SUBDIVISION by the Conservation Commission under MGL Ch. 131, 
S.40 and the Acton Wetlands Protection Bylaw, as applicable. 

 
11.7.1.12 Copy of recorded deed(s) and other instruments for any Common Land or public 

open space, park or other such parcels contained within the SUBDIVISION. 
 
11.7.1.13 Written evidence from the Town Treasurer that all property taxes owed to the 

Town for land contained within the SUBDIVISION owned by the applicant or by 
the original developer, or his/her successors in interest have been paid to the 
Town. 

 

11.8 ENFORCEMENT 

No building permit shall be issued for the construction of any building or structure 
located on a LOT subdivided or sold in violation of the provision of these RULES. 

 
No building permit shall be issued for the construction of any building or structure on a 
LOT within the SUBDIVISION until the applicant has provided evidence to the Building 
Commissioner of the recording with the Registry of Deeds (or filing with the Land Court, 
as the case may be) of the BOARD'S decision granting approval of the definitive plan 
and of all deeds, EASEMENTS, covenants and LOT releases pertinent thereto, and of the 
definitive plan. 

11.9  AMENDMENTS 

The BOARD may, from time to time, amend these RULES by appropriate action taken at 
a public hearing, as provided by the MGL Ch.41, S. 81Q, as amended. 

11.10 VALIDITY 

If any provision or provisions of these RULES are finally adjudged invalid by a court of 
competent jurisdiction, such action shall not affect the validity of any other provision nor 
of the RULES as a whole. 
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SECTION 12 

APPENDICES 

 
This Section consists of the following: 
 
Appendix A which contains forms, application forms, and other such materials. These forms 
and other materials are used by the BOARD in the orderly and reasonable administration of its 
duties under the SUBDIVISION CONTROL LAW and are included herein as a convenience to the 
applicant. Appendix A may, from time to time, be added to or diminished in number by the 
BOARD without a public hearing, and any item now or hereafter a part of Appendix A may be 
modified, amended or changed, also without a public hearing. 
 
and 
 
Appendix B which contains illustrations, details, and charts, pertaining to the design standards 
and required improvements for SUBDIVISIONS. 
 
and 
 
Appendix C, SUBDIVISION Fee Schedule. This fee schedule is adopted by the Board of 
Selectmen under authority of MGL, Ch. 40, S. 22F. It is not part of these RULES. 
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            _________________________________________________________________ 

 
17. Is the site presently used by the community or neighborhood as an open space or recreation area?

 ____yes ____no 
 
 Is the site adjacent to conservation land or a recreation area?   ____yes ____no 
 

 If yes, specify:________________________________________________________________ 

  _______________________________________________________________ 

 
18. Does the site include scenic views or will the proposed development cause any scenic vistas to be 

obstructed from view? ____yes ____no 
   

If yes, specify:________________________________________________________________ 

  _______________________________________________________________ 

 
19. Are there wetlands, lakes, ponds, streams, or rivers within or contiguous to the site?   

 ____yes ____no 
 

 If yes, specify:________________________________________________________________ 

  _______________________________________________________________ 

  
20. Is there any farmland or forest land on the site protected under Chapter 61A or 61B of the 

Massachusetts General Laws? ____yes ____no 
 

 If yes, specify:________________________________________________________________ 

   ________________________________________________________________ 

 
21. Has the site ever been used for the disposal of hazardous waste?  Has a 21E Study been 

conducted for the site? ____yes ____no 
 

 If yes, specify results:__________________________________________________________ 

  __________________________________________________________ 

 
22. Will the proposed activity require use and/or storage of hazardous materials, or generation of 

hazardous waste? ____yes ____no 
 

If yes, specify________________________________________________________________ 

  ________________________________________________________________ 
 
23. Does the project contain any buildings or sites of historic or archaeological significance?   
 (Consult with the Acton Historic Commission or the Action Historical Society.)     

 ___yes ___ no 
 

 If yes, please describe__________________________________________________________ 
 
 
24. Is the project contiguous to or does it contain a building in a local historic district or national register 

district? ___yes ___ no 
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25. Is the project contiguous to any section of the Isaac Davis Trail?  ___yes  ___ no 
 
 If yes, please describe
 

_________________________________________________________ 

 
B. Circulation System 

26. What is the average weekday traffic and peak hour traffic volumes generated by the proposed 
subdivision? 

 

Average weekday traffic  

Average peak hour volumes  morning  

Average peak hour volumes  evening  

 
27. Existing street(s) providing access to proposed subdivision: 
 
 Name ___________________________________ Town Classification ________________ 
 
28. Existing intersection(s):  list intersections located within 1000 feet of any access to the proposed 

development: 

 Name of ways _______________________________________________________________ 
 
29. Location of existing sidewalks within 1000 feet of the proposed site?  ____________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
30. Location of proposed sidewalks and their connection to existing sidewalks: 
 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
31. Are there parcels of undeveloped land adjacent to the proposed site? ___yes  ___ no 
 
 Will access to these undeveloped parcels been provided within the proposed site?    

 ___yes ___ no 
 
 If yes, please describe
 

__________________________________________________________ 

 If no, please explain why
 

________________________________________________________ 

 
C. Utilities and Municipal Services 

32. If dwelling units are to be constructed, what is the total number of bedrooms proposed? 

 ________________ 
 
33. If the proposed use of the site is nonresidential, what will the site be specifically used for and how 

many feet of Gross floor area will be constructed? ________________________________ 
 
34. How will sewage be handled? ____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

35. Storm Drainage 
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 a. Describe nature, location and surface water body receiving current surface water of the site: 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 b. Describe the proposed storm drainage system and how it will be altered by the proposed 

development:______________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 c. Will a NPDES Permit be required? ___yes ___ no 
 

36. In the event of fire, estimate the response time of the fire department (consult with Fire Dept.) 

 ___________ 
 

37. Schools (if residential) 

 a. Projected number of new school age children:___________ 

 b. Distance to nearest school:____________ 
 

 
D. Measures to Mitigate Impacts 

Attach brief descriptions of the measures that will be taken to: 
 
38. Prevent surface water contamination. 
 
39. Prevent groundwater contamination. 
 
40. Maximize groundwater recharge. 
 
41. Prevent erosion and sedimentation. 
 
42. Maintain slope stability. 
 
43. Design the project to conserve energy. 
 
44. Preserve wildlife habitat. 
 
45. Preserve wetlands. 
 
46. Ensure compatibility with the surrounding land uses. 
 
47. Control peak runoff from the site so that the post-development rate of runoff will be no greater than 

the predevelopment rate of runoff for the 10-year storm event. 
 
48. Preserve historically significant structures and features on the site. 
 
49. To mitigate the impact of the traffic generated by the development. 
 
Please use layman’s terms where possible while still being accurate and comprehensive.  Where 
appropriate, graphics shall be used.  List sources of data, reference materials, and methodology used to 
determine all conclusions.  Use additional sheets as necessary. 



 

ACTON PLANNING BOARD 
 

FORM DC 
 

DESIGNER'S CERTIFICATE 
 
 
I hereby certify that the accompanying plan entitled ___________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________dated ______________ 
 
is correct, stating that the perimeter traverse of the subdivision before adjustment was closed to  
 
an accuracy of a ratio "error of closure" not to exceed 1/15000*; that it is a subdivision of_______ 
 
acres conveyed by __________________________________________________________ to 
 
_____________________________________________________________ by a deed, dated 
 
_____________________ and recorded in Middlesex County Registry of Deeds, South District,  
 
Book _____________, Page ________________. 
 
Other sources of information used in the preparation of the plan are: 
 
1. Other deeds and plans, as follows ___________________________________________ 
 
 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. Oral information furnished by _______________________________________________ 
 
 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. Other_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Furthermore, I certify that this survey was made on the ground in accordance with the “Procedural and 
Technical Standards for the Practice of Land Surveying", Section 250 CMR** 5.0 between 
_________and_________. 
(date)  (date) 
 
 
 (Seal of Surveyor)  Signed __________________________________________ 
      Registered Land Surveyor  Date 
 
    Address _________________________________________ 
 
    Registration No. ___________________________________ 
 
*As described in the "1989 Manual of Instructions for the Survey of Lands and Preparation of Plans" 
published by the Land Court of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, as most recently amended. 
 
** Code of Massachusetts Regulations 



 

ACTON PLANNING BOARD 
 
 

FORM CB 
 

CERTIFICATION OF BOUNDS 
 
 
I hereby certify that permanent monuments have been accurately installed on  

 

___________________________________________________________________(street) 

 

and are located as described and shown on the "As Built" plan, dated _____________________  

 

of said roadway submitted to the Planning Board, Town of Acton, Massachusetts as required by  

 

the Acton Subdivision Rules and Regulations. 

 

Furthermore, I certify that the bound traverses had a ratio “error of closure” not to exceed 1/15000*  

 

and that these bounds have been set in accordance with the "Procedural and Technical Standards  

 

for the Practice of Land Surveying", Section 250 CMR** 5.0 between _____________________ 

           (Date) 

and ____________________. 

  (Date) 
 

Signed___________________________________ 
         Registered Land Surveyor 
Seal of Surveyor 

Date_____________________________________ 
 

Address__________________________________ 
 

__________________________________ 
         Registration Number 
 
*  As described in the "1989 Manual of Instructions for the Survey of Lands and Preparation of Plans" 
published by the Land Court of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, as most recently amended. 
 
** Code of Massachusetts Regulations 
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ACTON PLANNING BOARD 

FORM RC 
 

RESTRICTIVE COVENANT 
 
 

In consideration of the approval by the Planning Board of the Town of Acton, Massachusetts (hereinafter 
referred to as the Board), of a plan of land located in Acton, Middlesex County, Massachusetts 
entitled____________________________, dated _____________, revised ____________, 
by____________________________, approved by the Board on __________________and the waiver 
by the Board of a bond or other security for the construction of the ways and the installation of certain 
services shown on said plan, in compliance with the Town of Acton, Massachusetts (the "Town") 
Subdivision Rules and Regulations, last amended ___________; 
_____________________________________________________, 

(the "Developer"), having its usual place of business in ________________________________, its 
successors and assigns, hereby covenant and agree with the Board and the Town as follows: 

 
1. The undersigned Developer is the owner in fee simple absolute of all the land included in the 

subdivision and that there are no mortgages of record or otherwise on any of said land, except for 
those described below, and that the present holders of said mortgages have assented to this 
covenant prior to its execution by the Developer. 

 
2. The Developer shall not sell or convey any lot in the subdivision or erect or place any permanent 

building on any lot until the construction of ways and installation of municipal services necessary to 
adequately serve such lot has been completed in accordance with the following: 

 
a) The Subdivision Control Law and the Acton Planning Board's Rules and Regulations governing 

this subdivision. 
b) The certificate of approval and the conditions of approval specified therein, issued by the 

Planning Board, dated____________. 
c) The definitive plan as approved and as qualified by the certificate of approval. 
d) Other document(s), namely: 

 
 ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. However, a mortgagee who acquires title to the mortgaged premises by foreclosure or otherwise and 

any succeeding owner of the mortgaged premises or part thereof may sell or convey any lot, subject 
only to that portion of this covenant which provides that no lot be sold or conveyed or built upon until 
ways and services have been provided to serve such lot. 
 

4. The Developer will expeditiously and diligently proceed to construct the ways shown on the aforesaid 
plan and in the event that the Board concludes, in its sole discretion, that the Developer is not so 
constructing such ways, the Developer shall provide additional security other than this covenant 
sufficient in the Board's opinion for the construction and completion of such ways and services as 
shown on the aforesaid plan or for a portion thereof.  Such additional securities shall comply with the 
requirements of the Town's Subdivision Rules and Regulations, provided, however, that the Board 
shall determine the date by which the work, for which additional security must be posted, shall be 
completed. 

 
5. This covenant shall be binding upon the executors, administrators, devisees, heirs, successors and 

assigns of the Developer and shall constitute a covenant running with the land included in the 
subdivision and shall operate as restrictions upon the land. 
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6. Nothing herein shall be deemed to prohibit a conveyance by a single deed subject to this covenant, 

of either the entire parcel of land shown on the subdivision plan or of all lots not previously released 
by the Planning Board. 

 
7. Particular lots within the subdivision shall be released from this covenant upon the recording of a 

certificate of performance executed by the Planning Board and enumerating the specific lots to be 
released. 

 
8. The Developer agrees to record this covenant with the Middlesex County Registry of Deeds, 

forthwith.  Reference to this covenant shall be entered upon the definitive subdivision plan as 
approved. 

 
9. A deed of any part of the subdivision in violation of the covenant shall be voidable by the grantee 

prior to the release of the covenant; but not later than three (3) years from the date of such deed. 
 
10. This covenant shall be executed before endorsement of the approval of the definitive plan by the 

Planning Board and shall take effect upon such endorsement. 
 
11. Upon final completion of the construction of ways and installation of municipal services as specified 

herein, on or before ________________, the Planning Board shall release this covenant by an 
appropriate instrument, duly acknowledged.  Failure to complete construction and installation within 
the time specified herein or such later date as may be approved by the Planning Board, shall 
constitute reason for rescission by the Board of the approval of the plan. 
 

12. Nothing herein shall prohibit the applicant from varying the method of securing the construction of 
ways and installation of municipal services from time to time or from securing by one, or in part by 
one and in part by another of the methods described in M.G.L., Chapter 41, Section 81-U, as long as 
such security is sufficient in the opinion of the Planning Board to secure performance of the 
construction and installation. 

 
13. The land included in the subdivision is encumbered by and subject to the following mortgages which, 

however, are subordinated to this covenant: 
 

a) Mortgage granted by the Developer to _______________________, dated ____________, and 
recorded with the Middlesex South Registry of Deeds at Book _________, Page ____, and the 
Middlesex Registry of the Land Court as Document No _________, and 

 
b) Other mortgages: 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the mortgage holder(s) assents to this covenant and agrees to subordinate 
said mortgage(s) to this covenant, signed under seal as of the __________ day 
of __________________, 20___. 
 
FIRST MORTGAGE HOLDER __________________________________________ 
 
     By _______________________________________ 
 

 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

 
Middlesex, ss.       _______________________, 20___ 
 
Then personally appeared the above named _______________________________, and acknowledged 
the foregoing instrument to be his/her/its free act and deed and the free act and deed of 
_______________________________, before me. 
 
 
       ____________________________________ 
       Notary Public 
       My commission expires:______________ 
 
 
SECOND MORTGAGE HOLDER __________________________________________ 
 
     By _______________________________________ 
 

 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

 
Middlesex, ss.       _______________________, 20___ 
 
Then personally appeared the above named _______________________________, and acknowledged 
the foregoing instrument to be his/her/its free act and deed and the free act and deed of 
_______________________________, before me. 
 
 
       ____________________________________ 
       Notary Public 
       My commission expires:______________ 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Developer(s) has executed this Restrictive Covenant under seal as of the 
_____________ day of _____________________, 20____. 
 
 
 DEVELOPER(S)   ____________________________________ 
 
      By _________________________________ 
 
      By _________________________________ 
 
 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
 
Middlesex, ss.       _______________________, 20___ 
 
Then personally appeared the above named _______________________________, and acknowledged 

the foregoing instrument to be his/her/its free act and deed and the free act and deed of 

_______________________________, before me. 

 
 
       ____________________________________ 
         Notary Public 
       My commission expires:______________ 
 
 
Approved and accepted by the Acton Planning Board: 
 
 
_______________________________________  Date: ______________________ 
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ACTON PLANNING BOARD 
 

FORM IB 
INSURANCE BOND 

 
Bond No.: ________ 

 
 

PERFORMANCE BOND SECURED BY 
A SURETY COMPANY 

 
 

____________, 20__ 
Acton, Massachusetts 

 

AGREEMENT made this date between the Town of Acton, MA, a Massachusetts municipal 
corporation acting through its Planning Board ("the Obligee"), _______(insert name, and street & 
mailing address of builder/developer)______ ("the Principal"), and _____(insert insurance 
company name)_____, duly authorized to conduct business in the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts and having a usual place of business at ______(insert insurance company street 
and mailing address)______ (“the Surety”) to secure the construction of streets and ways, the 
installation of municipal services, and the construction of certain other improvements within Two 
(2) years from the date hereof (the "Completion Date") for lots as shown on the subdivision plan 
entitled: "_____(insert subdivision plan title)_____", consisting of _____(insert number of 
pages/sheets)_____ sheets, last revised on _____(insert last revision date)_____, endorsed by 
the Planning Board on _____(insert plan endorsement date)

 

_____ ("the Approved Plan"). Said 
plan is recorded at the Middlesex South District Registry of Deeds as Plan No. ____ of _______.  

KNOW ALL PERSONS BY THESE PRESENTS that the Principal and the Surety hereby bind and 
obligate themselves jointly and severally, their executors, administrators, devisees, heirs, 
successors and assigns to the Obligee with this Performance Bond in the sum of _____(insert 
penal sum in words)

1. The Approved Plan; 

_____ ($___,___.__) to be used to insure the performance and completion by 
the Principal on or before the Completion Date of all improvements, covenants, conditions, 
agreements, terms, and provisions shown and contained in the following: 

2. The Planning Board's Certificate of Approval, Decision #____, dated ________, 
20__; 

3. Including, but not limited to the items listed in the Town's Engineering Department 
bond calculation for _____(insert subdivision & street name)

 

_____, dated 
________, 20__; 

This Performance Bond shall not expire until the Obligee upon request has certified that the 
Principal has performed and completed all road work, improvements and obligations according to 
the aforesaid documents, or the Obligee has accepted another method of securing performance 
as provided in Massachusetts General Laws c.41, §81U. 
 
Upon the Obligee's certification that the Principal has completed all obligations as specified herein 
by the above completion date, or such later date as the Obligee may approve upon a written 
request by the Principal and the Surety made at least 45 days prior to the Completion Date, the 
Obligee shall release its interest in this Performance Bond.  
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In the event that the Principal fails to complete all obligations as specified herein, the full amount of 
this Performance Bond shall be due immediately to the Obligee. Failure by the Principal to 
complete all obligations set forth herein shall be defined as follows: 

a) Failure to complete all improvements as specified herein by the Completion Date, or 

b) Bankruptcy of the Principal or the foreclosure of any mortgage on all or part of the land 
shown on the Approved Plan before the scheduled completion date, or 

c) Notice to the Obligee of the withdrawal or termination of this Performance Bond, or of its 
substitution with another method of securing performance, unless such notice is given 45 
days prior to the date of withdrawal, termination or substitution, or 

d) Any other condition or circumstance, which in the opinion of the Obligee constitutes the 
Principal's default under this Performance Bond. 

 
Any amendments to this Performance Bond shall not take effect unless agreed upon in writing by 
all parties to this Agreement. 
 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this instrument has been executed by the duly authorized 
representatives of the Principal, the Surety, and the Obligee.  
 
Signed, sealed, and dated: ________, 20__. 
 
 
 

(Signature for Principal) 
 
 
 
 
 

(Signature for Surety) 
 
 
 
 
 

Roland Bartl, AICP, Planning Director 
for the Obligee 
 
 
 
 
 
Attachments: Power of Attorney for Person signing on behalf of Surety 
  Financial Statement by Surety 
  Surety's license to operate in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
 
 

 



 

ACTON PLANNING BOARD 
 

FORM LR-PS 
 

RELEASE OF LOTS 
 

PROVISION OF SURETY 
 
 

________________________, 20___ 
 
 
The Planning Board of the Town of Acton, Massachusetts, hereby certifies that sufficient surety, in 

the opinion of said Board, has been provided for the cost of the completion of the ways and certain 

services necessary to provide access and services to certain lots, hereinafter designated, in 

accordance with the provisions of the Restrictive Agreement dated______________________, 20 

____ and recorded in the Middlesex South District Registry of Deeds, Book ________, Page 

_______, or registered in the Middlesex South District Land Registry, as Document No. 

_____________, Page _________ Plan No. __________ of 20_____, or registered in said Land 

Registry District in Plan Book _________, Plan _______ and said lots are hereby released from 

the restrictions as to sale and building specified in the Restrictive Agreement. 

 
Lots designated on said Plan, released hereunder____________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________. 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by the Acton Planning Board 
 
By:_________________________________ __________________________________ 
 
 _________________________________ __________________________________ 
 
 ________________________________  __________________________________ 
 
 ________________________________ 
 
 
Date___________________________ 
 



 

 
ACTON PLANNING BOARD 
 

FORM LR-CP 
 

RELEASE OF LOTS 
 

CERTIFICATE OF PERFORMANCE 
 
 
 
        _______________________, 20____ 
 
 
The Planning Board of the Town of Acton, Massachusetts hereby certifies that the requirement for 

work on the ground called for by the Restrictive Agreement dated ________________________, 

and recorded in the Middlesex South District Registry of Deeds, Book ________, Page _______ 

have been completed to the satisfaction of the Planning Board as to the following designated lots 

shown on a Plan entitled _____________________________________________________ 

dated _____________, recorded with said Registry of Deeds, Plan Book __________,  Page 

_______, and said lots are hereby released from the restrictions as to sale and building specified 

thereon. 

 
Lots designated on said Plan, released hereunder: ___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Planning Board of the Town of Acton, Massachusetts 
 
By:_________________________________ ___________________________________ 
 
 ________________________________  ___________________________________ 
 
 ________________________________  ___________________________________ 
 
 ________________________________ 
 
 
Date___________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Appendix B 
 
 

 
DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION STANDARDS FOR SUBDIVISIONS 

• Typical Roadway Section R-1 

• Typical Utility Section R-2 

• Typical Block Manhole D-1 

• Typical Block Catchbasin D-2 

• Typical Leaching Basin D-3 

• Typical Headwall Section D-4 

• Typical Combination Headwall D-5 

• Typical Flared Concrete Pipe Ends D-6 

• Typical Subdrain Section D-7 

• Typical Waterway Sections D-8 

• Standard Planting Detail P-1 

• Typical Tree Wall Detail P-2 
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TYPICAL HEADWALL SECTION
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Appendix C 
 
 
 

SUBDIVISION FEE SCHEDULE 

 

PRELIMINARY PLAN $1000.00 or $500.00 + $0.50/foot of road, whichever is greater 

DEFINITIVE PLAN 

Following a Preliminary Plan $2000.00 + $5.00/foot of road 

Without Preliminary Plan $2500.00 + $8.00/foot of road 

Modification or Amendment $2000.00 + $5.00/foot of road 

Rescission $500.00 

ANR PLAN 

No New Lot Lines $25.00 

New Lot Lines $100.00 + $50.00/lot 

 
 
 


