
GUIDETORECYCLINGTOWNofACTONTRANSFERSTATION

PAPERANDCARDBOARD
PAPERANDCARDBOARD HowtoPrepare DONOTINCLUDE

Newspaperandinserts Looseorinpaperbags(noplastic) Plasticbags(recycleatstores—see“plastic 
film” recycling info below)

Papercontaminatedwithfoodorvegetable 
oil(to compost)

Usedpapertowels,napkins,tissues(tocompost
)

Usedpaperplates(trashifplasticcoating;toc
ompostif100%paper
andnoplasticcoating)

Paper cups (trash due to plastic coating)
Papercontaminatedw/paint/debris(trash)
Icecreamorfrozenfoodcoatedpackaging 

(trash due to plastic coating)
Tyvek mailing envelopes or bubble wrap 

(canberecycledwithplasticbags—see“pla
stic film” info below)

Waxedcardboardproduceboxes(tocompost)

Corrugatedcardboard Flattenboxes

Chipboard/cereal/pasta/shoeboxes, 
filefolders,cardboardeggcartons

Flattenboxes;plasticwindowsOK

Officepaper,junkmail,magazines, 
catalogs, glossy paper, phone 
books, paper bags

PlasticwindowsOK;paperbags must 
be clean and empty

Pizzaboxes GreaseOK,nofood/cheese

Unusedpaperplates Nogrease,nofoodscraps

Hard-andsoft-coverbooks

Shreddedpaper Looseorinpaperbags(noplastic)

Wrappingpaper Noplasticsorfoils,noribbons

PapergoodsOKwithstaples,spiralbindings,plasticenvelopewindows

COMMINGLEDGLASS,METAL,PLASTIC
GLASS,METAL,PLASTIC HowtoPrepare DONOTINCLUDE

ABSOLUTELYNOPLASTICBAGS(evenwithrecyclesymbol)becausetheytangleandjamsortingequipment; recycle at
stores (see “plastic film” recycling info below), or send to trash

Glassbottles(allcolors)
Removemetalcapsandincludein 

commingled; neck rings OK

Windowglass,lightbulbs,drinking glasses, 
Pyrex (trash)

Ceramicitems(trash)

Metalfoodcansandlids(steel,tin,alumin
um)

Donotflatten,clean,labelsOK

Scrap metal (can damage 
sortingequipment;sendtoscrapmetalarea
)

Aerosol cans if partially 
full(hazardouswaste;ifempty,OKtorecyclew
/cans)

Latexpaintcans(totrashoncepaintinsidehas 
dried out - pop lid to dry)

Aluminumfoil,pieplates,trays
Foilbestas3–4”balls(orlarger) for 

capture by equipment

Plasticcontainerslabeled#1thru#7 
Clean plastic plant pots OK

Donotflatten,plasticcapsmaybe left 
on, neck rings OK

StyrofoamTMgoes to dedicated bin for 
StyrofoamTMonly–seeinfoonpage2

PLAcompostableware(tocompost)
Latexpaintcans(totrashoncepaintinsidehas 

dried out - pop lid to dry)

Gable-topcartons(milk,juice,etc.)

Asepticrectangular“cartons”suchas
juiceboxes,soymilk,soupstock

 SEE GATEHOUSE ATTENDANT for these items handled at no charge: button batteries, rechargeable 

batteries,cellphones,fluorescentlightbulbs,sharps,antifreeze,scrapmetal;andfortheseitemshandled for 

small fee: monitors & televisions & CRT’s, hard drives, bulky items such as small propane tanks.

 TRANSFERSTATIONINFO,SWAPSHOPGUIDELINES,BULKYITEMCOUPONFEESavailableat

www.acton-ma.gov/index.aspx?nid=149

“PLASTICFILM”RECYCLING:forinformationanddrop-off storelocationsforrecycling plasticgrocerybags and 

other related “plastic film” items (bread bags, produce bags, dry cleaner bags, cereal box liners, plastic 

http://www.acton-ma.gov/index.aspx?nid=149


packaging on paper towels, ziplock bags, etc.), seewww.plasticfilmrecycling.org/s01/s01dropoff.html

http://www.plasticfilmrecycling.org/s01/s01dropoff.html
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ADDITIONALMATERIALACCEPTEDFORRECYCLING
Material HowtoPrepare DONOTINCLUDE

RIGIDPLASTIC

Rigidplasticobjectswithnorecycle 
symbol (plastic toys, rigid wading 
pools, crates, etc.)

Removebatteriesfromtoys,etc. Deposit 
in Rigid Plastics area

Metal parts or batteries not OK 
Softplastics,suchasvinylhoses, 
inflatable pools(trash)

STYROFOAMTM DONOTINCLUDE

RigidStyrofoampackingmaterial, 
Styrofoam coolers

DepositindedicatedStyrofoamTMbin 
Must be clean

Foodcontainers(trash-
cancontaminateload)

StyrofoamTMpeanuts Inplasticbagtopreventblowing Biodegradable/starchpeanuts(compost)

SCRAPMETAL DONOTINCLUDE

Scrapmetal DepositinScrapMetalarea Wirymaterial(trash–jamsequipment)

FLUORESCENTLIGHTBULBS DONOTINCLUDE

Compactfluorescentlightbulbs,tubes Seegatehouseattendant Incandescentbulbs(trash)

BATTERIES DONOTINCLUDE

Button&rechargeablebatteries(b/c 
hazardous contents incl. mercury)

Bringtogatehouse
AlkalinebatteriessuchasAA,AAA(OK
totrash)

YARDWASTE,CLEANWOOD DONOTINCLUDE

Grass,leaves,plants,brush,twigs Bringloose Plasticbags

Woodchips,easilyrakedmaterials Bringloose,inbins/bucketstodump Stumps

Cleanwood(tobechippedformulch) Nopaintorstain,nometal,nopressure-treated,noplywood,maximum4-ftlength

Christmastrees Removetinselfromtrees

E-WASTE DONOTINCLUDE

Electronics (plug-in or battery): 
computer,printer,scanner,etc.

Checkatgatehouse
Batteriesmustberemoved
Cellphonesgotogatehouseatentrance

DONATIONAREA DONOTINCLUDE

Gentlyuseditemsmaybedonatedto 
theTransfer Station Swap Shop

Clean,dry,inworkingcondition
SeeSwapShopguidelinesforaccepted 
items (link on page 1)

Clothing/textilesmaybedonatedto Red 
Cross or Salvation Army

Allclean,dry,odorlesstextiles
accepted:rips,stainsOK;shoes, belts, 
curtains, bedding OK

Mildewedordampordirtyitems

Returnable bottles/cans may be 
donatedtoActonCommunitySupper

Removemetalcaps,addto 
commingled;neckringsOK

CONCRETE,CEMENT,BRICKS,DIRT

Concrete,cement,bricks,dirt DepositinConcrete/Cementarea

WASTEOIL DONOTINCLUDE

Usedmotoroil Transportindisposablecontainer Solventsorgasoline

USEDANTIFREEZE

Usedantifreeze Seegatehouseattendant

UNACCEPTABLEITEMS

Chemicals/Solvents: oil paints/stains, pesticides, gasoline, arts & crafts supplies (solvents),photo 
chemicals,poolchemicals,thinners&solvents,mercurydevices,liquidmercury(thermostats/switches)

Household/YardWaste:asphaltshingles,asbestosfluorescentfixtureswithballast,pressure-treated lumber, 
large propane tank, sheetrock, stumps, tires on rims

Other:medicalwaste,railroadties,55gallondrums(unlesscutinhalfwithendsremoved)

Someitemsonthe“unacceptable”listmaybedisposedofduringHouseholdHazardousWasteDay.Formoreinfoon Household 
Hazardous Waste Day, seewww.acton-ma.gov/index.aspx?nid=141

http://www.acton-ma.gov/index.aspx?nid=141



