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Why Design Review Guidelines now?Why Design Review Guidelines now?

“Commercial districts that are well planned are an asset to any 
town. Their attractiveness can also help sustain their economic 
well‐being.”

Town of Lexington D i G id li f C i l Di t i t 1990‐ Town of Lexington, Design Guidelines for Commercial Districts, 1990                

“Design review throughout the country has protected and g g y p
enhanced property values, promoted economic development, 
and reinforced community identity.”

‐ Blackstone River Valley, Design Review Guidelines, 2003
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What are Design Review Guidelines?What are Design Review Guidelines?

• A collection of Standards & Design Concepts that Towns compile to 
promote development that enhances town ‘character’ and overallpromote development that enhances town  character  and overall 
health & economic viability 

• Typically, DRGs cover architectural features, including facades as well 
l b ildi i i i & l d i & d ias scale, building siting, signage & landscaping &  pedestrian 

accessibility – for new construction

• They augment zoning codes; they often have lots of photographs &They augment zoning codes; they often have lots of photographs & 
drawings unlike the codes – they show ‘the vision’

• DRGs provide a basis for towns to negotiate with developers
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What communities have DRGs?

Amesbury Amherst Blackstone River Valley Boston BoxboroughAmesbury, Amherst, Blackstone River Valley, Boston, Boxborough,  
Brewster, Brookline, Cambridge‐North, Cambridge‐East, Canton, Cohasset, 
Dedham, Duxbury, Edgartown, Falmouth, Foxborough, Franklin, Gill, 
Grafton, Great Barrington, Hanover, Harwich, Hopkinton, Hull, Lawrence, 
Lexington, Marblehead, Marlborough, Mashpee, Montague, Natick, 
Needham, Norfolk, Northborough, Orleans, Plymouth, Salem, Sharon, 
Sturbridge, Sudbury, Swampscott, Wellesley, Westborough, Winchester, 
Winthrop Woburn YarmouthWinthrop, Woburn, Yarmouth

Communities with DRGs in development? Groton, Mansfield, Wrentham, 
Boxborough is expanding its DRGs to business district on 111….Concord is g p g
developing DRG specifically for West Concord in 2009…



What DRGs look like ‐

• This slide show was presented to the Cambridge Planning Board in January 2002. It 
provides an explanation of the Eastern Cambridge Design guidelines adopted in Oct 01
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provides an explanation of the Eastern Cambridge Design guidelines adopted in Oct 01.



DRGs – Promote a Master Plan
• This slide show was presented to the Cambridge 

Planning Board in January 2002. It provides an 
explanation of the Eastern Cambridge Design 
guidelines adopted in Oct 2001.

DRGs in – “Acton Comprehensive Community Plan - Emerging Vision 
d G l f A t ’ F t (2008)”

Page 76     
• “To better manage growth, use site and design review to be more 

and Goals for Acton’s Future (2008)”

intentional about ensuring that new development is consistent with 
Town character.”

Our Priority Challenges are:
• Need to control growth
and development
• Need to plan for sustainable future
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Design Review Board
C t tContact
472 Main St.
Acton, MA 01720
Ph: (978) 790-7776 | E-mail

Minutes & MemosMinutes & Memos
Minutes are available following approval.
Most Recent Minutes | View All

View the most recent and all archived memos.
Most Recent Memo | View All

Members
• Ann Sussman, RA, LEED AP, Chair 
• Holly Ben Joseph, RLA, Vice-ChairHolly Ben Joseph, RLA, Vice Chair 
• Conor Nagle, PE, Member 
• Lynne Alpert, Allied Member ASID, Realtor, Member 
• Ruth Martin, Planning Board Rep., Member 
• David Honn, RA, Associate Member 

Ch i D ll AIA LEED AP A i t M b• Chris Dallmus, AIA, LEED AP, Associate Member 
• Ryan Bettez, Planning Board Rep., Alternate 

The mission of the Design Review Board is to promote attractive, pedestrian-friendly 
development that enhances the Town's character and overall quality-of-life. Its intention is also to 

DRB 2009

streamline the commercial development process. To that end, the Design Review Board publishes 
the Design Review Guidelines for Commercial Districts.



Corporate Client: New Construction
Existing Site Conditions
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Corporate Client: TD Bank
Architect: Bergmeyer
E i B hl E i iEngineer: Bohler Engineering 
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Corporate Client: Renovation
Client: Enterprise Bank

The board had the following comments:
• At the canopy, add two more columns close to the building. 
Also, integrate the shingles that are on the rest of the building 

Architect: Keenan & Associates
, g g g

into the design• Consider a pitched roof to blend in with the 
existing building.• Change the window on the side to one that 
does not have the double hung windows (looks too 
residential)• Use native species where possible for the shrub 
plantings • Add small trees in the island  (min. 7/16/08)
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Corporate Client: Site Rehab
Client: Bank of America
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Mixed-use Speculative Development Project
Residential/Retail/Office – New Construction
Existing Site Conditions



Mixed-use Speculative Project
Developer: Andrade Development LLC
Architect: Peter Quinn Architects
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Mixed-use Speculative Project
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Design Review Board – Looking to 2010g g
On Website:

The mission of the Design Review Board is to promote attractive, pedestrian-friendly development that 
enhances the Town's character and overall quality-of-life. Its intention is also to streamline the commercialenhances the Town s character and overall quality of life. Its intention is also to streamline the commercial 
development process. To that end, the Design Review Board publishes the Design Review Guidelines for 
Commercial Districts.

Chartered by the BoS to review all commercial projects subject to site plan review in the Town in 2007

Design Review Board –

• Approach: CollaborativeApproach: Collaborative
• Practice: Integrated Design Process (Green Design)
• Serves as a resource for other boards, departments + neighborhoods:

• ZBA
• Municipal PropertiesMunicipal Properties
• Historical Commission
• Town Building Committee
• West Acton neighborhood
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Design Review Board – Goals for 2010g

• Work on the Comprehensive  Work on the Comprehensive Community Planp p y
• Take an active role in Phase  II;
• Help elaborate what “community character” means today;  

• Work with the Planning Board to review Acton Parking Requirements –

• Better understand Project Submission Requirements for Site Plan Review
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