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Whereas CiƟzen PeƟƟons are an important means for Acton Voters to 
express their opinions and ask for consideraƟon; and  

Whereas it is important for all peƟƟoners to be treated in the same way 
and operate under the same rules; and  

Whereas the goals for a CiƟzen PeƟƟon may not be aligned with Select 
Board goals, it is inappropriate for Town Counsel, as the aƩorney for the 
Select Board and Town Manager, to aid in the development of such a 
peƟƟon; and 

Whereas, each Annual Town MeeƟng typically has several CiƟzen 
PeƟƟons, and legal assistance developing each would be expensive. 

Therefore, it is the policy of the Select Board that: 
1. In order to inform the Select Board and Town MeeƟng members, 

Town Counsel will review each ciƟzen peƟƟon aŌer it is cerƟfied 
by the Clerk. Town Counsel’s opinion on the effect of the peƟƟon, 
should it subsequently pass at Town MeeƟng, will be presented 
to the Select Board and made available to Town MeeƟng 
members. 

2. Before cerƟficaƟon by the Clerk, Town Counsel will not provide 
advice and assistance to a voter about wording or other 
development of a ciƟzen peƟƟon, without an authorizing vote by 
the Select Board. 

3. Nothing in this policy is intended to inhibit the Town Manager 
and Select Board members from individually providing informal 
guidance to voters, who are considering submission of a ciƟzen 
peƟƟon. 

4. The Select Board will update and make available a wriƩen guide 
for voters, who are considering submission of a ciƟzen peƟƟon. 


