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SECTION 1: PLAN SUMMARY

A. Plan Overview
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A. PLAN OVERVIEW

Actonisa unique and historic town
with multiple villages, diverse cultures,
and active, engaged residents. Formerly
comprised of hunting and subsequently
agricultural lands, Acton is now a
primarily suburban community with
commercial clusters and villages centers
spread throughout the Town. In the past
decade, the Town has faced local and
global challenges including the COVID-19
Pandemic and increased storm severity.
Despite these challenges, Acton remains
motivated to foster sustainability,
safeguard critical environmental resources,
enhance recreational opportunities, and
preserve the historic, cultural, and scenic
features that define the Town.

The Town of Acton 2024-2031 Open
Space and Recreation Plan (2024-

2031 OSRP) builds upon the robust
foundation laid by the preceding plan,
published in 2014. The 2024-2031 OSRP
incorporates valuable insights based

on new information, changing local
perspectives, and lessons learned since the
previous plan’s publication. For example,
the community’s experience of extreme

Plan Summary

weather events has heightened awareness
of environmental issues and underscored
the importance of protecting critical
environmental resources. Additionally, over
the past decade there has been a growing
demand in the community for diverse and
inclusive recreational opportunities that
reflect the changing preferences and the
evolving needs of Acton’s residents. The
2024-2031 OSRP recognizes these changes,
serving as both a response to present

SRR
This view shows East Acton Village Green as it was in the 1930s with Bursaw Gas on the right. East
Acton Village Green is located at the junction of Concord Road and Great Road (2A-119). Recently
redesigned, the area is now an historic park with picnic amenities, accessible from the Bruce Freeman Trail,
a short walk from the Ice House Pond Parking Area. Photo courtesy of the Acton Historical Society

challenges and a forward-looking strategy
shaped by the past experiences and current
aspirations of Acton’s community.

Through a comprehensive multi-year
engagement process, residents expressed
deep appreciation for Acton’s historical,
cultural, agricultural, and scenic features.
This sentiment is encapsulated in the first
goal of the 2024-2031 OSRP: to preserve and
protect these integral elements that define



the town’s identity. The community’s
environmental consciousness emerges as

a driving force behind the second goal,
emphasizing the importance of preserving
critical resources such as ground and
surface water, wildlife, and diverse habitats.
The voices of residents emphasized a desire
for inclusive recreational spaces, leading

to the goal of improving and expanding
recreation opportunities for everyone.
Finally, Acton’s commitment to sustainable
practices resonated strongly within the
community, prompting the addition of a
fourth goal: incorporating sustainability
into both current and future open space
and recreation decisions.

The Town of Acton 2024-2031 Open
Space and Recreation Plan is a

roadmap that prioritizes sustainability,
inclusivity, environmental stewardship,
and cultural preservation. The successful
implementation of this plan requires
collaborative efforts from the community,
local government, and neighboring
stakeholders. By implementing the
strategies outlined in this plan, Acton
aims to create a vibrant and resilient
community where residents can enjoy high
quality recreational opportunities amidst a
thriving natural landscape.

Kite flying at NARA
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A. STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

The 2024-2031 Acton Open Space and
Recreation Plan (2024-2031 OSRP) builds on
its predecessor, the 2014 OSRP, which

has played a crucial role in town planning.
The 2024-2031 OSRP focuses mainly on

the identification and analysis of Acton'’s
existing assets, such as conservation

lands and recreational amenities.

Going beyond an inventory, this new plan
also aims to understand the intricate
relationship between these assets and

the changing needs of the community.
Through a thorough examination, the plan
seeks to optimize these assets strategically
to better meet the diverse needs of Acton’s
residents.

The development of this plan involved a
multi-year community engagement process
orchestrated by the Town to foster a shared
vision for its open spaces and recreational
offerings. This inclusive approach ensured
that the voices, preferences, and aspirations
of the community were integrated into

the 2024-2031 OSRP. The 2024-2031 OSRP
represents an important update while also
establishing the community’s continued
dedication to enhancing Acton’s open
spaces and recreational resources.

The Town, led by the efforts of its residents,
made significant progress since the

2014 OSRP. Identification of open space
opportunities contributed to preserving
natural landscapes and cultural heritage.
Efforts to enhance the Town’s recreational
opportunities created new spaces and
improved existing ones to better serve
diverse resident abilities and interests.

These achievements demonstrate that

the Town addressed many 2014 OSRP
objectives, leading to tangible outcomes
and ongoing initiatives that align with the
plan’s overarching goals. The collaborative
spirit behind these efforts demonstrates a

commitment to a sustainable and thriving
future for Acton, aiming to make the Town
a model of considerate conservation and
robust recreational opportunities.

Wildflowers and corn growing at the Hebert Farm Community Garden

The Town of Acton 2024-2031 Open Space and Recreation Plan 5



Below is a compilation of achievements
that have successfully addressed the
action items outlined in the 2014 OSRP.
Rather than a comprehensive view,

this list provides a sample of the many
achievements that further those goals.
Most importantly, the community played
a significant role in achieving these action
items. Their advocacy and volunteer efforts
showcased their active concern for the
Town’s open space and recreation.

Accomplishments from the previous OSRP

Goal #1: Preserve the Existing Elements
of Acton’s Rural Character

PRESERVE AND PROTECT FORESTS AND TREES

- Implemented meadow management plans
for Morrison Farm, Jenks Conservation
Land, Heath Hen Meadow, Grassy Pond,
Stoneymeade, and NARA to ensure
ecological health and biodiversity

+ Secured Community Preservation
Act (CPA) funding to execute a tree
planting and replacement program along
Acton’s streets in collaboration with
the Tree Warden, enhancing the town’s
canopy and promoting environmental
sustainability.

Introduction

- Replaced deceased apple trees with
new ones in the Acton Arboretum,
rejuvenating the landscape

- Expanded the Morrison Farm Orchard
with new fruit trees, contributing to
sustainable agriculture

PROTECT EXISTING OPEN FIELDS, MEADOWS,
AND AGRICULTURAL PARCELS

- Renegotiated the lease agreement with
the Department of Corrections for the
Wetherbee Farm Field, securing a 20-year
lease to enable the Town of Acton to
actively manage 14 acres of ball fields at
School Street

- Implemented an Agricultural
Preservation Restriction (APR) on
Stonefield Farm, now owned by Boston
Area Gleaners, with the APR entrusted
to the joint management of the Acton
Conservation Trust and Sudbury Valley
Trustees

- Implemented a comprehensive meadow
management plan, including an
annual mowing cycle to further the
Town’s commitment to sustainable
land management

Dawn at Cucurbit Farm Photo by Cucurbit Farm

Hybid Barn circa 1980
Photo from historical archives




SUPPORT LOCAL FARMS AND FARMING

Designed and implemented a parking lot
and trail system along the Ice House Pond
frontage to connect to the Morrison Farm
property with an extension of the trail
along the shoreline

Installed a well for the Morrison Farm
Community Garden to serve as an
irrigation source to ensure sustainable
and efficient water management for
agricultural activities

Completed the design and installation
of the Hebert Community Garden in
South Acton, to foster community
engagement and promote

local agriculture

Restored the Wet Meadow at
Morrison Farm to preserve critical
ecological habitat

Established an Agricultural Commission
and implemented a Right to Farm Bylaw
to foster a supportive environment

for local agriculture and promote the
protection of farming practices within
the community

Implemented Phase 1 to connect the
Bruce Freeman Rail Trail to Morrison
Farm and the Ice House Pond Recreation

SOME OF THE LOCAL
FARMING IN ACTON

Bear Spot Farm and Foundation
Boston Area Gleaners

Cucurbit Farm

Hebert Farm

Daisy Hill Farm

Idylwilde Farm

Lythrum Farm

Nashoba Valley Farm

Shepley Hill Eventing
Silverstone Stables and Farm

Hebert farm community garden

Morrison farm community garden
North Acton community garden

Area to incorporate ADA-compliant trails
and boardwalks

Goal #2: Protect Critical
Environmental Resources

PRESERVE AND PROTECT ACTON’S WATER
SUPPLIES AND CONSERVATION VALUES

- Established permanent protection for
the parcel at 549 Main Street, the result
of a successful collaboration between the
Town and the Acton Water District

Acton
Agricultural

Commission

- Installed a rain garden adjacent to the

parking lot at the Acton Arboretum to
effectively address stormwater runoff
and to contribute to sustainable water
management practices

The Acton Water District facilitated and
completed an inventory of all open space
parcels targeted for purchase

The Town of Acton 2024-2031 Open Space and Recreation Plan
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ENSURE PERMANENT PROTECTION STATUS OF ALL
CONSERVATION PARCELS

- Implemented a multitude of
Conservation Restrictions and
Agricultural Preservation Restrictions,
signifying a concerted effort to safeguard
and preserve properties within the
community:

—2020 Agricultural Preservation
Restriction placed on Stonefield Farm

— 2014 Conservation Restriction placed on
330 Central Street (Wright Hill)

—2015 Conservation Restriction placed on
49 Skyline Drive (Quail Ridge)

—2017 Conservation Restriction placed on
176 Central Street (Heath Hen Meadow)
—2018 Conservation Restriction placed on
161 Newtown Road (Grassy Pond West).

—2020 Conservation Restriction placed

on Piper Lane

—2020 Agricultural Preservation
Restriction placed on Stonefield Farm

—2021 Conservation Restriction placed
on 13 Arlington Street (“Anderson
Property”) and 180 Newtown Road Rear

Introduction

Volunteers hand pulling Water Chestnut, an invasive aquatic species, from Ice House Pond on July 20, 2024

MANAGE AND CONTROL INVASIVE AND
NUISANCE SPECIES

- Conducted a yearly garlic mustard
removal program to actively address
invasive plant species

- Initiated annual water chestnut removal
and monitoring to proactively manage
the spread of the invasive aquatic
plant species

- Collaborated with land trusts to
organize work days focused on
Conservation Restrictions

+ Through systematic removal efforts on
conservation lands, volunteers and Land
Stewards combated invasive species such
as Japanese barberry, glossy buckthorn,
Asiatic bittersweet, multiflora rose,
and more

 Coordinated efforts of the Acton Garden
Club, Friends of the Acton Arboretum,
Acton Conservation Trust, and Acton
Land Stewards to recruit hand-pickers
and provide education on avoiding and
removing invasive plant species



- Constructed the Blue and Green
Trail at the Assabet River to provide
opportunities to explore its scenic beauty

IMPROVE ACCESS TO AND USE OF MANAGED
CONSERVATION AREAS

- Constructed a new parking lot at the

Arboretum to enhance accessibility
for visitors

- Replaced the Arboretum’s bog boardwalk
in 2015 to ensure its continued safety and
accessibility

- Completed the Arboretum’s sidewalk
ramp leading to Minot Ave to improve
accessibility for individuals with varying
mobility needs

- Installed additional stream signs
at strategic locations to strengthen
environmental awareness. Locations

include: Assabet River—Route 62; Inch
Updated Heath Hen Meadow boardwalk improves access during seasonal flooding Brook—Route 111; Mary’s Brook—Minot

Ave; and Spencer Brook —Pope Road

DEVELOP AND EXTEND TRAIL NETWORKS . Improved access to the Grassy Pond . Completed a universal path to the

- Created a user-friendly online resource Conservation Area with the construction Wheeler Land Mill Site, complemented
for residents to explore and navigate of a three-car parking lot at the Newtown by the construction of a parking lot at
all of the conservation areas within the Road entrance Carlisle Road
community at www.trails.actonma.gov/
map.

The Town of Acton 2024-2031 Open Space and Recreation Plan 9
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Goal #3: Improve and Expand Recreation
Opportunities for Everyone

EXPAND UNIVERSAL ACCESSIBILITY TO OPEN
SPACE AND RECREATION SITES

+ Constructed an accessible entrance at
the Acton Arboretum to provide visitors
with varying mobility needs a welcoming
point of entry. An ADA-compliant ramp

10 Introduction

NARA Fourth of July celEbftion

was also constructed on the Minot Ave
sidewalk at the Arboretum

- Upgraded the Miracle Field to achieve
ADA compliance and achieve greater
accessibility for individuals of all abilities
to enjoy recreational activities

- Created a new Sports Plaza at NARA with
a focus on ADA compliance, offering a
recreational space accessible to everyone

- Installed raised garden beds at the
Morrison Farm Community Gardens
to promote inclusivity in agricultural
activities, allowing accessibility for all

+ Reconstructed the Mary’s Brook Bridge to
meet accessibility standards to ensure an
inclusive pathway for all

- Jones Playground is now ADA compliant
with ADA parking spaces, making this
recreational area accessible to individuals
with diverse mobility needs

EXPAND PUBLIC OUTREACH AND BETTER
COMMUNICATION TO BETTER INFORM THE
PUBLIC OF AVAILABLE PASSIVE AND ACTIVE
RECREATION OPPORTUNITIES

- Offered educational nature walks and
guided birding walks to engage the
community with the natural environment

+ Through channels including the Municipal
Monthly (bi-monthly e-newsletter) and
the Recreation Facebook page, shared
event updates and actively promoted
various forms of recreation



IMPROVE AND EXPAND THE FACILITIES AT NARA

Introduced improved picnicking facilities
featuring the addition of the Picnic
Pavilion, Picnic Pod, and the Sports Plaza
to provide visitors with more recreational
spaces to enjoy outdoor meals and
gatherings

Opened a spur from the Bruce Freeman
Rail Trail to provide additional public
access to the restrooms

Successfully completed the
comprehensive 2016-2026 NARA Master
Plan, outlining strategic development
and enhancement initiatives

Constructed a concession and restroom
facility dedicated to servicing the Upper
Fields and Miracle Field, to provide
essential amenities for park users

Expanded parking access to accommodate
the increasing number of visitors
to NARA

Replaced failing trees and undertook
strategic tree planting in key areas to
ensure the availability of shade for the
comfort and enjoyment of park patrons

DEVELOP THE ICE HOUSE POND
RECREATION AREA

 Constructed a permeable

parking lot in 2018, designed to

minimize stormwater runoff

- Completed a trail connecting
the universally accessible

parking area at Ice House Pond

to the Morrison Farm fields,
improving connectivity and
accessibility for visitors

- Completed a new picnic area,
featuring picnic tables and a
bench to provide a welcoming
and comfortable space for
individuals and families to
enjoy outdoor meals and
recreational activities

SECURE RECREATIONAL

INDOOR SPACE

- Relocated the Recreation
Offices to 50 Audubon Drive,
marking a strategic move to a

new facility to better serve and
accommodate the community’

recreational needs

Miracle Field

a

Pond-side picnic area at NARA

The Town of Acton 2024-2031 Open Space and Recreation Plan
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CREATE ADDITIONAL FACILITIES TO MEET THE
DIVERSE NEEDS OFTHE TOWN

Provided community access to the Hebert
Community Garden in South Acton to
foster local engagement and promote
sustainable agricultural practice

Significantly upgraded Gardner
Playground, including the addition of a
new parking area, to enhance recreational
amenities available to West Acton

Implemented parking infrastructure
improvements, including the creation of
parking off Piper Road and the regrading
of parking facilities at Jenks

Completed the Ice House Pond parking
lot to provide enhanced access and
encourage community members to enjoy
the outdoor recreational opportunities
available

Established a designated site for a Dog
Park at 348 Main Street, laying the
groundwork for a future community
space catering to dog owners

IMPROVE AND UPDATE EXISTING FACILITIES

The TJ O’Grady Skate Park undergoes
periodic graffiti removal, coupled with
regular police patrols, to maintain a clean
and safe environment for users

12 Introduction

Developed and constructed a new skate
plaza and skate bowl at the Skate Park, to
enhance the infrastructure for skateboard
enthusiasts in the community

To provide essential shelters for players,
dugouts at NARA and Veterans Field now
feature roofs

Completed fence replacement at Elm
Street Courts, ensuring the security and
longevity of the facility

Resurfaced the Elm Street Courts to
enhance the playing surface

ENSURE PLAYGROUND FACILITIES ARE MADE
UP-TO-DATE, SAFE, AND ACCESSIBLE

Installed a new playground at Elm Street,
providing an updated and engaging
recreational space for community
members

Provided accesses to the Small Pavilion
at Elm Street, ensuring that individuals
of all abilities can enjoy the amenities at
this location

Constructed a shade structure at the
NARA playground to enhance the
comfort of park visitors during times of
extreme weather

The renovation of Jones Playground
in 2020 included the addition of ADA-

Community members gather to dedicate new
historic park at the East Acton Village Green
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L Town of Acton's

Open Space and Recreation Plan

VW/E WANT TO KNOW WHAT OPEN
SPACE AND RECREATION AREAS
ARE IMPORTANT TO Youl

TO TAKE OUR TOWN—WIDE SURVEY, PLEASE
G0 TO THE LINK BELOW OR
scaN THE QR CobE.

V/E'RE LOOKING FORWARD TO HEARING
FROM YOu!

WWW.ACTONMA.GOVIOSRP

PLEASE COMPLETE THE SURVEY BY ApriL 15, 2022

compliant parking and the planting of
shade trees

ENHANCE THE QUALITY OF ACTON’S
ATHLETIC FIELDS

- Enlisted outside contractors for
landscaping at various sections of NARA
and Veteran’s Field, ensuring professional

care and maintenance of these outdoor
spaces

Developed a comprehensive field
maintenance plan (with implementation
contingent on available funding

each year), to promote strategic and
systematic upkeep of sports fields and
recreational areas

ACQUIRE AND DEVELOP POCKET PARKS/COMMONS
IN ACTON VILLAGES

- Constructed the East Acton Village Green
to provide a new and vibrant communal
space for residents to gather, relax, and
engage in community activities

Introduction to the 2024-2031
Plan’s Goals

The 2024-2031 plan re-evaluates and
enhances the goals outlined in its 2014
predecessor, improving previous objectives
while introducing new, innovative
strategies that meet the changing needs of
Acton’s dynamic social and environmental
landscape. The 2024 plan is dedicated to
fostering a resilient, inclusive, and vibrant
community by guiding current and future
decisions through the following goals:

1. Preserve and protect the historic,
cultural, agricultural, and scenic features
of Acton

2. Protect critical environmental resources,
including ground and surface water,
wildlife, diverse habitats, and ecosystems

3. Improve and expand recreational
opportunities for everyone

4.Incorporate sustainability in
current and future open space and
recreation decisions

The Town of Acton 2024-2031 Open Space and Recreation Plan

13



14

B. PLANNING PROCESS AND
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

In 2021, the plan began with the creation
of the Town Staff Working Group (Working
Group) consisting of professionals
dedicated to shaping Acton'’s open spaces
and recreation. The group brings diverse
expertise to ensure a well-informed
planning approach, meeting intermittently
from late 2021 until completion in 2024.

The Working Group included Nora Masler,
Planner; Melissa Settipani-Rufo, Recreation
Director; Mike Gendron, Conservation
Manager; Kaila Sauer, Senior Planner;
Kristin Alexander, GIS Officer; Andrea
Becerra, Sustainability Director; and Ian

Bergemann, Land Stewardship Coordinator.

Special thanks go to Tom Tidman, former
Natural Resources Director, and Bettina
Abe, former Natural Resources Assistant.
Their tireless dedication and wealth of
knowledge significantly shaped the 2014
OSRP. Tidman and Abe, who devoted
years to the community before retiring,
played instrumental roles in developing
the previous and current OSRPs. As the
Town continues to benefit from their
contributions, both plans stand as a
testament to their work.

Introduction

Engagement opportunities

Community engagement lies at the heart
of this plan. While the Working Group
played a pivotal role in its formulation,
the insights garnered from the active
participation of the community were
central to the process.

SURVEYS

TOWN-WIDE SURVEY

Surveys are essential tools for community
engagement, amplifying voices and
gathering diverse perspectives. They
provide structured platforms for residents
to express their needs, concerns, and
aspirations, fostering inclusive decision-
making. In spring 2022, the Working
Group collaborated with the Recreation
Commission, Conservation Commission,
and Open Space Committee to craft a
survey. Building on insights from past
plans, the survey aimed to uncover the
community’s current priorities. To ensure
broad outreach, the survey was distributed
via postcards with QR codes to all Acton
addresses and was featured on the Town's
website and through Newsflash. This
approach resulted in 500 completed
surveys received from March to April 15,
2022. The survey results played a pivotal

role in shaping the 2024-2031 OSRP. Key
findings highlighted the community’s
interest in improved sidewalks, trails,
enhanced communication on open

space and recreation opportunities, and
importance of water for use and recreation.
The insights from this survey provided a
basis for the 2024-2031 OSRP’s goals and
objectives. See appendix for results.

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT SURVEY

Involving youth in planning is crucial for
creating projects that resonate with their
needs and aspirations. By incorporating
youth perspectives, ideas, and preferences,
plans can resonate with the challenges and
aspirations unique to this demographic.
While the town-wide survey yielded
valuable insights instrumental in shaping
this 2024-2031 OSRP, the responses

were predominantly from residents

aged 35 and above. The data revealed a
significant gap, with only one percent

of respondents falling within the 18-24
age category, and a noticeable absence

of input from those 18 and under. To
address this, the Working Group engaged
with three AP Environmental classes at
Acton-Boxborough Regional High School
in January 2023, providing a platform for
direct interaction with students under 18.



Students were presented a simplified
version of the survey, offering them an
opportunity to share their perspectives.

This targeted engagement filled a
demographic gap while also providing

a unique view of the preferences and
priorities of students residing outside
of Acton (e.g. Boxborough) who use and
visit the Town's recreation facilities and
conservation lands. The High School
Student Survey highlighted the desire
for more recreational opportunities and
increased walkability, especially to access
open space and recreational amenities.
See appendix for results.

FORUMS/PUBLIC MEETINGS

The Working Group organized and
conducted two comprehensive public
forums to gather input for the 2024-2031
OSRP. Both forums were highly advertised
through Town-wide newsflashes, the
Municipal Monthly newsletter, social
media posts with community leaders,
direct outreach to local community
groups, and flyers at conservation areas
and local businesses. The first forum

on November 10, 2022, introduced the
2024-2031 OSRP concept, shared insights

B W N

Sty

The Town of Acton 2024-2031 Open Space and Recreation Plan
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THE FIRST MEETING HOUSE. 1738

from the town-wide survey, and allowed
approximately 50 attendees to provide
initial comments. Crafted through a two-
year inclusive process, the second forum
on December 6, 2023, presented the four
goals for the 2024-2031 OSRP. During

this second forum, the Working Group
discussed the objectives and action items
aligned with each goal, emphasizing
those that directly stemmed from public
input. The session also featured a detailed
explanation of the parcel prioritization
process with the use of the Sudbury Valley
Trustees Parcel Prioritization Model. This
model was used to establish an objective
and comprehensive methodology for
prioritizing parcels. Approximately 25
participants shared input that allowed
staff to refine the 2024-2031 OSRP. In

Introduction

both forums, the Working Group actively
encouraged the public to pose questions
and deliver comments. The questions and
comments from the attendees’ diverse
perspectives were instrumental in shaping
and refining the plan, ensuring that it
reflects the collective aspirations and
concerns of the community.

PHOTO COMPETITION

To collect a wide range of images while
further connecting with a new sector of
the community in the 2024-2031 OSRP
process, the Town organized a photo
competition that was open from October
2023 to mid-January 2024. It garnered a
significant response. Over 54 participants
submitted impressive photos capturing
images from wildlife to recreation. The
Working Group reviewed each submission,
selecting images that best complemented
different sections of the 2024-2031 OSRP.
Ultimately, the collaborative photo
competition contributed to an engaging
and comprehensive 2024-2031 OSRP,
reflecting the town’s spirit and vitality.

LIAISON AND COMMISSION MEETINGS

To maintain a continuous flow of feedback
throughout the planning process, the
Working Group engaged with key boards

and committees via discussions at their
respective meetings and through a
dedicated Liaison Group. The Liaison
Group, consisting of representatives

from various boards, committees, and
commissions, played a pivotal role in
facilitating information exchange. The
Working Group shared regular updates with
the Liaison Group, and their feedback was
actively sought between public engagement

sessions.

A significant engagement milestone was
the “Goal Workshop” on January 19, 2023,
where Liaisons provided valuable feedback
on proposed goals, leading to substantial
improvements. The Working Group also
extended outreach at key board and
committee meetings to review specific
action items that correlated to their role.
Feedback sessions were conducted with
the Conservation Commission, Open Space
Committee, Acton Conservation Trust,
Land Stewardship Committee, Agricultural
Commission, the Green Advisory Board,
and the Water Resource Advisory
Committee. This comprehensive feedback
loop allowed the Working Group

to refine and finalize action items under
each relevant goal and objective by



including the unique perspectives of

each stakeholder group, and ensuring a
well-informed and collaborative approach
to shaping the 2024-2031 Open Space and
Recreation Plan.

Other community planning processes

The 2014 OSRP was developed concurrently
with Acton’s 2020 Community
Comprehensive Plan, reflecting a
coordinated approach to community
planning. Since the completion of the 2014
OSRP, the Town of Acton has undertaken
numerous public engagement initiatives as
part of other plans and projects. Many of
these engagement processes directly align
with the objectives outlined in the 2024-
2031 OSRP. The feedback received through
collaboration with these initiatives has also
contributed to shaping the 2024-2031 OSRP.

PLANS

Climate Action Plan—ActOn Climate:
The Road to a Resilient Net Zero Future
Extensive community outreach relevant
to the 2024-2031 OSRP occurred with

the Town’s adoption of its first Climate
Action Plan (CAP). At a 2020 Special Town
Meeting, the vote to declare a Climate
Emergency was nearly unanimous. It

explicitly called on the Town to commit to
bringing net Town-wide carbon emissions
to zero as quickly as possible, with a target
date of 2030. The Climate Emergency
Declaration goals relate directly to the
2024-2031 OSRP stating that the “Town of
Acton’s climate mobilization should also:
(1) accelerate adaptation and resilience
strategies in preparation for intensifying
local and global climate impacts; (2)
protect trees, forests, and other open spaces
because of their ability to draw carbon

out of the atmosphere and store it; and (3)

The Town of Acton 2024-2031 Open Space and Recreation Plan

ensure that the costs of such mobilization
efforts do not unfairly burden those who
are economically or socially disadvantaged,
and that the benefits of a realized,
sustainable future accrue to all”

Acton’s CAP process was accomplished in
one year, incorporating multiple means of
public engagement during both Phases I
and II. These included public workshops,
focus groups, public surveys, flyers, and
social media. In collaboration with MAPC,
over 20 community events were held

) N Eastern view of NARA X
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between June 30, 2021, and June 1, 2022.
Many of the Climate Goals that were
supported through the CAP’s community
engagement process have direct links

to climate planning for open space and
recreation in Acton. Thus, the goals that
were formulated through that process have
been incorporated into the goals and action

Introduction

Attendees of NARA Summer Concert Series

items included in this rendition of
the 2024-2031 OSRP.

NARA Master Plan 2016-2026

To establish the NARA Master Plan, the
Recreation Department undertook a
comprehensive online park-use survey,
employing print and social media channels.

The survey, deliberately inclusive of both
residents and non-residents, but with an
emphasis on Acton residents, aimed to
gather diverse perspectives on NARA’s
current state and future potential over the
next decade. The survey, which received

an overwhelming response from over 400
participants, stands as a testament to the
community’s active involvement in the
Town’s recreation offerings and NARA
specifically. The 400+ responses guided the
creation of the goals and corresponding
action items in the NARA Master Plan,
serving as the cornerstone for numerous
recreation initiatives. They provide a robust
framework for the ongoing development
of NARA as well as other recreation areas
throughout the Town and were therefore
incorporated into this 2024-2031 OSRP.

Powder Mill Road Corridor Initiative

The Town of Acton has partnered with the
neighboring Town of Maynard for a joint
re-zoning effort along Powder Mill Road.
This initiative aims to establish consistent
zoning standards to create walkable
mixed-use spaces, improve transportation
options, and provide better access to the
scenic Assabet River. The northern part

of the corridor, which closely follows the



Assabet River, is currently underused and
environmentally neglected.

Envisioning a revitalized corridor with
safe pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure
is a significant part of this effort. This
transformation could connect Route

62 to the Assabet River Rail Trail and

the Bruce Freeman Rail Trail, creating a
secure and lively transit connection and
recreation opportunity. It also sets the
stage for potential future links, forming an
interconnected network of pathways for
the community.

The collaboration between Acton and
Maynard involved various forums, surveys,
and focus groups. Key themes such as river
access align with the goals outlined in the
previous and updated OSRPs.

PROJECTS

53 River Street Historic Park

In 2017, the Town of Acton acquired the
property at 53 River Street, following Town
Meeting approval in 2016. Subsequently, the
Town undertook extensive coordination
efforts to navigate the diverse challenges
associated with utilizing the parcel.
Recognizing the complexity of this task,

Nathan Pratt built a dam and gunpowder mill on the Assabet in 1835. Millstone above.

the 53 River Street Master Plan Special
Committee was established in 2018,
serving as a collaborative platform for
addressing various facets and soliciting
public input to inform the Select Board’s
decisions regarding the future application
of the parcel.

Throughout 2018, the committee conducted
a series of public engagement initiatives,
including a survey, a public forum, and
multiple meetings. Students at the Conway
School pursuing their Masters in Ecological

Design orchestrated the public forum. A
key finding from the survey revealed that 75
percent of respondents expressed a desire
for a public park highlighting historical
significance and 58 percent leaned towards
conservation.

Considering all the information gathered
by the 53 River Street Master Plan Special
Committee and input from various
regulatory bodies, the Town proceeded with
the removal of the dam and implemented
conceptual designs aimed at creating a

The Town of Acton 2024-2031 Open Space and Recreation Plan 19
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park that focused on conservation while
commemorating the historic elements
of the parcel. Construction for the park
commenced in the Fall of 2023.

While this historic park is site-specific to 53
River Street, the broader perspective gained
throughout this process underscored

the desire for utilizing parcels to meet
multiple objectives; in this case recreation,
conservation and historic preservation.
Thus, the 2024-2031 OSRP incorporated
feedback gathered throughout the 53 River
Streets engagement.

Main Street Campus

In 2021, the Acton Select Board authorized
and funded the architectural plan for what
is referred to as the Main Street Campus.
Collectively, the three parcels (348 to 364
Main Street addresses) would become
referred to as the Main Street Campus

and consist of the Acton Dog Park, a
proposed Senior Park, and the McManus
Manor Housing complex under the
oversight of the Acton Housing Authority.
The Main Street Campus presents a holistic
integrated vision tying the three entities
together with similar landscaping and

architectural features. Themes of increased
recreational amenities for a diverse
population are featured throughout

this plan.

Dog Park

The initiative to establish a dog park in
Acton traces its roots back to an action
item in the 2014 OSRP, where a group of
town residents recognized the diverse
needs of dog owners and their pets. This
led to the formation of the Acton Dog
Park Committee in 2017, charged with
assessing the necessity and potential
benefits of a dog park. The committee
engaged the community through various
means, including surveys, confirming the
community benefits of such a facility.

Following their initial engagement

efforts, the committee integrated into the
Main Street Campus subcommittee and
collaborated with other key committees in
the town. As a subcommittee of the Main
Street Campus, the Dog Park Committee
advanced the project, and is now positioned
to put the construction out to bid in 2024.
The Acton Dog Park Committee’s process
highlights the pivotal role of committed

The Town of Acton 2024-2031 Open Space and Recreation Plan

residents in realizing the community’s
vision through the 2024-2031 OSRP.

Senior Park

A proposed Senior Park would occupy the
center property of the three parcels in the
Main Street Campus and is envisioned as

a small, informal, universally accessible
space that is open to all. The space will
include features such as walkways, seating,
surfaces, and equipment, presenting social
and passive recreational opportunities
that will encourage use by members of the
senior community.

Starting in the spring of 2021 through to
the conclusion of the high-level landscape
design in November 2023, the Main Street
Campus subcommittee met and advanced
the architectural design of the Main Street
Campus and the Senior Park in particular.
The group focused on integrating the
Senior Park with its neighbors without
impacting those project schedules or
design. The subcommittee regularly
updated the Select Board and offered an
opportunity for neighborhood input via a
mailing that was sent to abutters.
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C ENHANCED OUTREACH AND
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Acton's environmental justice (EJ)
population is predominantly located

in North Acton, where there is a
concentration of minority populations,
particularly Asian communities. This
demographic insight underscores the
importance of targeted outreach and
culturally sensitive engagement strategies
in the 2024-2031 OSRP planning process.

To effectively engage these communities,
the Working Group utilized a range

of inclusive strategies. Visual aids,
infographics, and easy-to-read materials
were tailored to be culturally relevant
and accessible, ensuring that complex
planning details were understandable

to all residents, including those from
Asian backgrounds in North Acton.
Online platforms and interactive forums
facilitated remote participation, addressing
mobility challenges that might affect
community members in this area.

A key aspect of inclusivity was the
involvement of a representative from
the Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI)
Committee in the Liaison Group. This

ensured that goals were shaped with

input that reflected the perspectives and
priorities of EJ communities. Moreover,
proactive engagement with the DEI
Committee from the outset of the planning
process guaranteed that their insights

were integrated early on, emphasizing

the importance of incorporating diverse
viewpoints in decision-making.

EJ populations were specifically outreached
to by various means:

- Social Media: Platforms like Instagram
and local newsletters effectively spread
information about public forums,
reaching diverse demographics including
EJ communities.

- Targeted Local Outreach: Distributing
flyers at community hubs like the Acton
Asian Market and NARA (which is located
in North Acton) ensured that information
about forums reached directly to local EJ
populations who might not be as active
online.

+ Cultural and Linguistic Relevance:
Involving community leaders like
Dawn Wang ensured that outreach
was culturally sensitive and accessible.

The Town of Acton 2024-2031 Open Space and Recreation Plan

Engagement with trusted community
leaders further amplified outreach efforts
by bringing the information directly to
those communities.

- Inclusive Data Collection: By
distributing surveys broadly, including
to addresses within EJ populations,
the Working Group gathered diverse
perspectives on environmental justice
issues, ensuring that community needs
were thoroughly understood.

- Accessibility Features: Providing Zoom
captioning during forums made virtual
meetings inclusive for individuals who
are deaf or hard of hearing, enhancing
participation and understanding.

By incorporating these tailored approaches,
the Working Group not only aimed to
bridge communication gaps and foster
inclusivity but also to empower Asian
communities in North Acton to actively
shape decisions regarding open spaces
and recreational planning. This holistic
engagement strategy reflects Acton's
commitment to addressing environmental
justice concerns in a manner that is
responsive to the diverse needs and
perspectives of its residents.
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This Section focuses on Acton’s setting,
including its regional context, history,
demographics, growth, and development
patterns. By describing the Town's
evolution and future demands, this

information serves as a backdrop to Acton'’s

open space and recreation goals.
A. REGIONAL CONTEXT

Background

Acton, Massachusetts is situated in
Middlesex County, approximately 21
miles northwest of Boston. Nestled in the
Greater Boston area, Acton enjoys a
prime location with convenient access to
major urban centers and transportation
networks. The town is in the SuAsCo
(Sudbury, Assabet and Concord River)
Watershed, with key water bodies such as
Nashoba Brook contributing to the local
hydrological system.

Acton is endowed with extensive open
spaces, including parks, conservation
areas, and recreational facilities. Notable
landscape features include the expansive
Great Hill Conservation Land, Nagog Hill
Conservation Land, and the picturesque

Acton Arboretum. These areas serve as hubs

for outdoor activities while contributing to

the Town’s ecological diversity and overall
aesthetic appeal.

Economically, Acton is home to a mix of
residential, commercial, and industrial
developments. In terms of socio-
economic context, Acton is recognized

as an upper-middle-income suburb with
a well-educated population. The Town’s
residents benefit from a robust school
system, healthcare facilities, and a variety
of cultural and recreational amenities.

Rather than one town center, Acton has
multiple village areas.

At the Center of Town lies the traditional
Town Common which marks the
geographic and governmental town

center. Town Hall and the Acton Memorial
Library are here, as well as the “Red House,”
home to the Town’s Sustainability Office.
The surrounding neighborhood is one

of Acton’s designated Historic Districts.
Historic homes surround the government
buildings and the nearby Acton

Ducks on a log surrounded by Golden Rod Photo by Mike Gowing
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Volunteer Shed at the Acton Arboretum Photo by Priya Prabaker

Congregational Church boasts a traditional
New England structure including a spire.
The Acton Arboretum is also walking
distance from this central area of Town.

The Kelley’s Corner neighborhood is
located southwest of Route 2, with a
combination of housing types as well as
various retail establishments and services.
This area is also home to many of the
Town’s schools including the Acton-
Boxborough Regional High School, the R]
Grey Junior High School, the McCarthy-
Towne Elementary School, and the Merriam
Elementary School. In the fall of 2022,

the Kelley’s Corner infrastructure project
broke ground. By implementing bike lanes,
new sidewalks, turning lanes, and traffic
signals, this project will increase safety and
efficiency for all users. This project will also
add pedestrian amenities and landscaping,
including over 150 new street trees,
enhancing the experience of pedestrians
and the aesthetics of the streetscape.

A commercial, retail, and residential area
runs east to west along Great Road (Route
2A). A significant part of this Great Road
corridor also runs parallel to the Nashoba
Brook and the Bruce Freeman Rail Trail,



which provides important wildlife habitat
and recreation opportunities. Another
important regional trail that runs through
East Acton and by Nashoba Brook is

the Bay Circuit Trail, designated as a

state recreation priority. In addition to
these recreational opportunities which
draw many visitors from around the
region, the stores, offices, and services

on Great Road are used by residents

of Acton and surrounding towns. This
corridor also contains East Acton Village,
as well as a large residential portion
consisting of apartment buildings,
condominium complexes, single-family
homes, and several large subdivisions.

A high percentage of Acton’s naturally
occurring affordable units and subsidized
housing units are located along the Great
Road corridor.

Farther along the Great Road Corridor
lies North Acton. Due to residential
development, including the Avalon
Apartments, this area has been one of the
fastest growing parts of Acton since the
2014 OSRP. North Acton is also home to
the Town’s largest park—the Nathaniel
Allen Recreation Area (NARA). The park
connects to the northern segment of the

Bruce Freeman Rail Trail in Acton. The
Bay Circuit Trail also runs through North
Acton, creating a regional trail connection.

The Massachusetts Bay Transit Authority
(MBTA) commuter rail runs through West
and South Acton. West Acton is a walkable
neighborhood with an active commercial
center comprised of local small businesses,
the Citizens’ Library, and the West Acton
Post Office. It’s located in one of the
Town’s Historic Districts, surrounded by
single-family homes, as well as scattered
multifamily homes. West Acton also
includes the newly-updated Gardner Field
Playground and various conservation areas,
such as Guggins Brook, Wright Hill, and
Jenks Conservation Land.

South Acton is a largely residential area
consisting of single-family and multifamily
homes. The South Acton commuter

rail station is a key feature, connecting
residents to the MBTA Commuter Rail
Fitchburg Line. It provides convenient
transportation to Boston and neighboring
towns. There is a small commercial area
in South Acton at the intersection of
Main Street and School Street. A portion
of South Acton along Main Street, School

The Town of Acton 2024-2031 Open Space and Recreation Plan
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Street, and River Street lies within one

of the Town'’s Historic Districts. Other
features of South Acton include the Assabet
River Rail Trail, Jones Field, and the Great
Hill/Little Great Hill Conservation area.
Since the summer of 2022, the Town has
been working on a Planning Initiative

for South Acton called the South Acton
Vision and Action Plan. This plan includes
a zoning proposal to further activate the

Peonies bloom in the Lilac Garden at the Acton Arboretum

village center as a commercial corridor.
It also aims to increase the diversity of
housing options near the train station,
and comply with M.G.L. Chapter 40A
Section 3A.

In the southeast corner of Acton, the
Powder Mill corridor abuts the Assabet
River. The Powder Mill Road corridor
consists of approximately one mile in

1 This information is drawn from the Powder Mill Road Corridor Initiative.

Community Setting

Maynard and a half mile in Acton. Today,
Powder Mill in Acton is characterized

by disconnected strips of commercial,
industrial and residential sprawl, including
multiple auto sales and repair businesses.
For the past two years, the towns of Acton
and Maynard have worked together to
create a long-term community-oriented
strategy for the corridor to guide future
growth. This plan seeks to support
walkable mixed-use developments, advance
complete streets transportation options,
and expand access to the Assabet River'.

Minuteman Advisory Group on
Interlocal Coordination (MAGIC) &
MetroCommon 2050

The Minuteman Advisory Group on
Interlocal Coordination (MAGIC) is a
collaborative initiative involving Acton
and neighboring towns including: Bedford,
Bolton, Boxborough, Carlisle, Concord,
Hudson, Lexington, Lincoln, Littleton,
Maynard, Stow, and Sudbury. MAGIC
focuses on coordinating regional planning
efforts related to land use, transportation,
and environmental conservation. By
facilitating intermunicipal cooperation,
MAGIC promotes sustainable development



practices and enhances the quality of

life for residents across participating
communities. This collaborative approach
ensures that regional resources, such as
open space and recreational amenities,
are managed effectively and equitably to
meet the diverse needs of Acton and its
neighboring towns. For FY2025, MAGIC is
collaborating on trails placemaking, trails
connections, and existing noise policies.

As a member of MAGIC, Acton strides

to align our local goals with the goals of
MAPC, outlined in MetroCommon 2050.
Acton’s OSRP goals and objectives, as well
as the action plan, are consistent with the
goals from MetroCommon 2050, including
the following:

- MC2050 Goal A: Getting Around the
Region — Traveling around Metro Boston
is safe, affordable, convenient, and
enjoyable.

— Goal #3 of this OSRP recognizes the
Town's concerted effort to provide safe
mobility infrastructure for pedestrians
and bicyclists and improve connectivity
to Acton’s parks and open spaces.

- MC2050 Goal C: A Climate-Resilient
Region — Metro Boston is prepared for —

and resilient to — the impacts of climate
change.

— By integrating climate resilience and
improving the energy efficiency of
open space and recreation spaces,
Goal #4 of this OSRP underscores
Acton’s commitment to integrating
sustainability principles into present
and future decisions regarding open
space and recreational activities,

495
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contributing to a climate-resilient
region prepared for the challenges of
climate change.

- MC2050 Goal F: Greater Boston’s air,
water, land, and other natural resources
are clean and protected — for us and for
the rest of the ecosystem.

— Goal #2 of Acton's plan aligns with
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Fishing & Hunting
Area

X
.\QQ«

Concord &%
Rotary Pf’g%

Nashawtuc
Hill

Sudbury River

Nashoba Praying Indian’s territory in 1654 and 1714 2

The Town of Acton 2024-2031 Open Space and Recreation Plan




30

ensure protection of parcels with
ecological importance, not only for the
community's benefit but also for the
broader ecosystem of Greater Boston.

- MC2050 Goal H: Thriving Arts, Culture,
and Heritage — Greater Boston is full
of unique places and experiences that
bring joy and foster diversity and social
cohesion.

— Supporting local farms and focusing on
celebrating Acton’s historic and cultural
heritage helps enrich the community on
key heritage features in Greater Boston.

Open Space Resources of Regional
Significance

BRUCE FREEMAN RAIL TRAIL

The Bruce Freeman Rail Trail spans 6.8
miles through the town, offering a scenic
route for walking, rolling, jogging, biking,
and rollerblading. This multi-use trail
follows the former rail bed of the New
Haven Railroad’s Framingham and Lowell
line, providing a picturesque journey
through woodlands, wetlands, and urban
areas. It provides a safe and scenic pathway
that connects Acton to neighboring

East Acton Village Railway Station now the BFRT at Concord Rd crossing Photo courtesy Acton Historical Society

Community Setting

towns such as Chelmsford, Westford, and
Concord, promoting regional recreation
and active transportation.

ASSABET RIVER RAIL TRAIL

The Assabet River Rail Trail, extending 12.5
miles, traverses Acton, serving as a vital
link in the regional trail network. Following
the abandoned Marlborough Branch Line
of the Boston and Maine Railroad, this

trail offers varying natural scenery and
recreational opportunities, including
hiking, biking, and birdwatching.

BAY CIRCUIT TRAIL

The Bay Circuit Trail (BCT) is a two-
hundred-mile-long corridor of connected
publicly accessible open spaces running
between the north shore and the south
shore of Massachusetts Bay and touching
fifty Massachusetts towns. The Acton
portion of this trail network traverses
woodlands, fields, and historic sites,
totaling about 9 miles. The concept behind
this “Outer Emerald Necklace” dates back
to 1929. Acton has been a part of the Bay
Circuit Trail for over ten years, and both
the Conservation Commission and the
Select Board have dedicated our portion
of the trail corridor that runs through the
Nashoba Brook, Spring Hill, Camp Acton
and Stoneymeade conservation areas.



ABUTTING CONSERVATION LANDS

Acton's conservation lands are integral

to preserving natural ecosystems and
enhancing recreational opportunities. Key
conservation areas that abut other towns
include:

- Captain Sargent Conservation Land
(Stow): Captain Sargent Conservation
Land in nearby Stow borders Acton's
Heath Hen Meadow and Dunn
Conservation Land. This interconnected
area supports diverse wildlife and offers
trails for hiking and nature exploration,
making it a popular destination for
outdoor enthusiasts and nature lovers.

- Stoneymeade Conservation Land:
Located in Acton and adjacent to
Concord's Annursnac Conservation Land,
Stoneymeade Conservation Land protects
valuable habitats and scenic landscapes.
It features trails that wind through
woodlands and meadows, providing
residents with peaceful settings for
walking, picnicking, and environmental
education.

B HISTORY OF THE COMMUNITY

Indigenous history

Acton, and more specifically Nashoba
Brook, has a rich Native American history
as a hunting and fishing corridor. The
Nashoba Brook Trail, along Nashoba

Brook, ran roughly where Route 2A now
exists and was a major pathway linking
Musketaquid (Concord) with Nashobah
Village (Littleton). “The marshy confluence
of Conant Brook, with the Nashoba slightly
upstream, was a Native camping area where
plentiful deer, beaver, muskrat, and turkey
still dwell.” Because of its inland location,
the Nashobah-Musketaquid area became
important for the Massachusett people.

In 1654, four square miles of what is now
Littleton, on the Acton Town line, became
the Praying Indian Village of Nashobah
Plantation. “Until the early 1800s, Indians
lived in the Acton area, returning to camp
at these seasonal hunting grounds well into
the 19th century.”

Colonial history to modern era
The early colonial landscape of Acton
included large meadow areas. In 1655,

Concord sought to annex these lands
because they were prime for grazing.
John Law was the earliest European
settler in what is now known as the
Town of Acton. He was a Concord
shepherd who built his home in 1656 on
School Street near Lawsbrook Road.

Nearly all of present-day Acton’s 12,990
acres were formerly portions of four early
land grants. The two largest were: Major
Simon Willard’s Grant (known as Iron
Work Farm), and the New Grant (Concord
Village).

By 1730, there were at least two-dozen
settlers scattered across the town and in
1735, Acton was incorporated as a town.

A meetinghouse was built in the center
of town, connected to outlying farms by
roads. Although Acton was primarily an
agricultural community in its early days,
residents were involved in a range of
other economic activities. These included
sawmills, gristmills, barrel manufacture
to store and ship foodstuffs, and a pencil
factory. Centered on the Faulkner Mills in
South Acton, a woolen industry was one

2 Text and Map research in collaboration with Strong Bear Medicine from the Nashoba Praying Indian tribe, and from The History of the Nashobah Praying Indians—Doings, Sufferings, Survival &
Triumph. Daniel Boudillion. Raven House Publishing. copyright 2012-2023.

The Town of Acton 2024-2031 Open Space and Recreation Plan

31



32

of the first large-scale manufacturers of
woolen cloth in this country. Remnants of
that original mill still exist.

The railroad arrived in 1843, with the line
running through South and West Acton.
Only with the arrival of the railroad did
the villages really begin to grow, especially
West Acton Village. It was not until after
the Civil War that the railroad finally went
through East and North Acton. The rail
beds remain today and are now utilized in
the form of the Assabet River and Bruce
Freeman Rail Trails.

Elnathan Jones and Francis Conant laid out
the first Acton subdivision in 1860. It ran
along Maple Street and referred to as “New
England Village” with street trees (maples)
and stone sidewalks. Many of the houses
were rented to workers from South Acton
businesses and industries.

The 1890s brought a shift in population
towards South and West Acton, which
caused the precincts and school districts

to be realigned. The North and East District
Schools were combined into the Center
District. Although the school district

was unified, the residents still viewed

Community Setting

Confluence of Butter Brook and Nashoba Brook seen from the Bruce Freeman Rail Trail in North Acton

the two villages of East and North Acton
as distinct.

At the turn of the twentieth century, Acton
was still an agricultural community, with
five villages and a population of 2,120.
Apples were Acton’s main agricultural
export, being shipped to Boston and as far
as Europe. Before modern refrigeration,
space in the cellar of the Town Hall was
auctioned off for storage. Into the 1950s,
apples were continually stored in the center
of West Acton in this fashion. The Town

formed a water district in 1912 for West and
South Acton (the Center was added later).
In 1915 it created a Town Fire Department
in West Acton, replacing independent fire
companies.

The 1950s marked a shift from apples

to houses in Acton, with most of that
development in the southern half of the
town. There were 3,500 people in Acton
in 1950; by 1974 there were 17,000. The
orchards and open fields turned into
subdivisions; although Acton still kept its



agricultural ties, with apples a major crop
into the 1960s. The town was then three
villages: Acton Center, West Acton, and
South Acton.3

C. POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS

Population and income demographics
The total population of Acton according
to the 2020 census was 24,021, reflecting
a growth of 9.6 percent since 2010, or

an annual growth rate of just under

one percent. The Town’s population has
generally leveled off after considerable
growth during the 1990s, when the
population grew 14 percent. The number of
inhabitants per household has remained
the same since the 2010 census, staying
steady at 2.66. Acton features an average
population density of around 1,154 people
per square mile. However, this density is
notably concentrated in specific nodes
clustered around Acton's village centers
and along Great Road, reflecting the
town's distinctive settlement patterns
and community focal points. These areas
of higher density play a crucial role in
shaping Acton's social dynamics and local
infrastructure needs. Acton continues to

have a higher median household income
than the state. In 2021, the median
household income was approximately
$138,162, while the median household
income for the state was approximately
$89,026.

Ceremonial Stone Pile within Nashoba Brook Conservation Land

Draft projections developed by the
Metropolitan Area Planning Council
(MAPC) in 2023 indicate relatively slow
growth through 2050. These figures are
somewhat lower than the projections found
in the last OSRP.

3 Modified Excerpts from The Acton 2020 Comprehensive Community Plan and the Acton Reconnaissance Report (2006) provide a history of Acton, which is provided here with amendments
and additions. Additional information was obtained from the Acton Historical Society website.
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Remains of stone-lined mill run within Nashoba Brook Conservation Land

Date Population

2030 24,442
2040 24,964
2050 25,539

DRAFT MAPC Forecasts

Race demographics

The racial demographics of Acton have
changed significantly since the start of the
twenty-first century. In 2010, Acton’s total
population was 77.3% White alone; 8.6%

Community Setting

Asian; 1.8% Hispanic; and 0.7% African-
American. The 2022 American Community
Survey indicates a change in the racial
demographics of Acton residents with the
population estimated to be 63.2% White
alone; 25.3% Asian alone;3.6% Hispanic;
and 3.7% African-American. As this

census data shows, Acton has experienced
significant growth in the Asian population
in the last 10 years. Furthermore, 33%

of Acton residents (over the age of 5)

speak a language other than English at
home. Therefore, multi-lingual signage

in recreation areas, as well as culturally
relevant programming, would support

the growing Asian community in Acton

as well as those whose primary language

is not English. The Town of Acton meets
one criterion that qualifies the area of
North Acton designated on the map as
Environmental Justice (EJ) neighborhoods,
as defined by the state. The designated
area is where over 40% of the population is
made up of minorities. The other categories
that Acton does not meet as part of its EJ
definition, include areas where: “the annual
median household income is 65 percent

or less of the statewide annual median
household income; 25% or more

of households identify as speaking

English less than “very well”; minorities
make up 25% or more of the population
and the annual median household

income of the municipality in which the
neighborhood is located does not exceed
150% of the statewide annual median
household income.”

Age demographics
School-age population and school
enrollment increased markedly during



Accessible Boardwalk,

S

the 1900’s and 2000’s, peaking in 2009.
Enrollment has declined since 2009.

A general aging of the population,
including a lower birth rate, coupled

with lower housing turnover rates and
fewer new homes, have contributed to
decline in the school-age population. New
housing construction in the form of 40B
developments has occurred, however the
number of school-age children in such
developments is substantially smaller

than in single-family homes. In addition,
the birth rate in Acton has declined
significantly. During the 1990s, the annual
number of births in Acton averaged 252;

by 2020 that number had declined to

182. Consistent with predictions, school
enrollment in the Acton-Boxborough
school district has continued to decrease
over the past five years, with total
enrollment in the district’s nine schools
falling from 5,588 students in 2017 to 5,133
in 2023. Despite this decline, the percentage
of Acton’s population under 18 years old
remains almost six percent higher than the
state’s average (as of 2020). This indicates
that the Town should continue to focus on
offering active recreation opportunities for
this younger population.

Contrary to previous projections in the
2014 OSRP, which predicted growth in
Acton’s senior population, the percentage
of Acton’s population that is 65 and older
slightly declined from 17% in 2010 to 16%
in 2020. However, it is clear many seniors
desire to live in Acton given that over
1,800 seniors are on the waiting list for
affordable senior housing. Therefore, new
senior housing projects, including the
newly-constructed Tavernier Place and the
in-progress senior housing project at 362
Main Street, will likely lead to an increase
in seniors coming to and staying in Acton.
Across the state, the aging population is
growing, with more residents over the

age of 60 than under the age of 20, as of
2023. Therefore, recreational opportunities
and improved transit options that
accommodate the needs of seniors remain a
high priority for the Town.

Housing demographics

Demand to use undeveloped land for
residential development continues with
the development of marginal parcels and
as greater “infill” takes place. In total,
there were 9,219 households in Acton with
an average of 2.63 people per household
according to the 2018-2022 American
Community Survey data. The population
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density of Acton has increased by just

over 100 people per square mile, going
from 1,098 people per square mile in 2010
to 1,209.2 people per square mile in 2020.
The following information on Acton’s
housing supply and affordability are
amended excerpts from the Acton Housing
Production Plan published in May of 2020:

Nearly two-thirds of Acton’s housing units
are single-family homes, with three-quarters
owner-occupied. However, Acton also has
the highest percentage of renters among the
comparison communities. Data finds that
two-thirds of the people under age 35 are
renters, dropping to 20% by aged 45, and
then increasing to 43% for age 85 or older.
The vacancy rates are low, indicating a tight
housing market which likely pushes costs up.

Acton has more diversity in housing types

and the highest rate of multi-family housing
compared to all the similar communities.
However, since 2010, Acton’s housing
development has been almost exclusively
limited to single-family homes. Acton lags
behind comparison communities (Andover,
Bedford, Concord, Lexington, Sudbury,
Wayland and Westford) in the development of
multi-family housing since 2010. Twenty four

Community Setting

percent of Acton households are cost burdened,
paying 30% or more of their income on housing
costs; the rate (36%) is particularly high
among renter households.

Employment statistics

Over the past decade, Acton has
experienced a diversification of its
employment sector, with a growing
emphasis on knowledge-based industries,
technology, and professional services.
Concurrently, traditional sectors such as
agriculture and manufacturing continue
to play a vital role in the local economy,
reflecting the Town’s commitment to
preserving its historical roots. No single
employer or industry dominates Acton'’s
workforce. The highest employing
industries in Acton are manufacturing
(employing 2,156 people) and health care/
social assistance (employing 1,964 people).
The unemployment rate in Acton was 4.1%
as of 2021, somewhat lower than the state
average of 6.4%. Approximately 10,500
people live in Acton and commute to
work outside of Town, while roughly 1,100
live and work in Acton, and 8,600 people
commute into Acton for work. The primary
mode of transit for commuting is driving

Town staff and community
members tour Half Moon Hill

alone (64.7%) as of 2021. A majority of
those in Acton work for private companies
(approximately 64%) while the rest of the
population is divided nearly equal as self-
employed, governmental workers, and
those working in the non-profit sector.



Businesses, including those in the
manufacturing and industrial sectors,
are distributed throughout the town,
with service-oriented establishments
primarily concentrated in village centers
and commercial corridors. One of Acton’s
major employers, The Haartz Corporation
has demonstrated its commitment to
conservation. By placing a restriction

on approximately 20 acres of forested
uplands near Kelley’s Corner in 1998

and in 2006, it aligned with the Town's

broader goals for open space preservation.

As Acton continues to balance economic
development with the preservation of its
natural environment, the OSRP becomes
instrumental in guiding sustainable growth
and ensuring a high quality of life for
residents.

D. GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT PATTERNS

Population and housing

Acton’s population grew most significantly
from 1950 to 1970, with over 100 percent
increases during each of those decades.
Tied to this population growth, the Town

Annual Fourth of July Celebration at NARA

saw its largest increase in housing stock
(approximately 40% increase) between
1960-1979 which began changing the
landscape of the Town from a rural to a
suburban community. This is similar to
many suburban communities which had
an influx of residents post-World War II as
well as during the 1970s when many baby
boomers began to form households.

The typical development pattern from the
1950s through 1970s consisted of single-
family home subdivisions, with lot sizes
ranging from half an acre to two acres,
depending upon the section of Town. The
1960s and early 1970s saw a few years of
growth of apartment buildings, principally
along Great Road (Route 2A), and in
isolated areas of West and South Acton.
These developments were allowed within
the zoning at the time. They are now the
lowest cost housing opportunities in Town
and require less land per dwelling unit.

Acton, among many other Massachusetts
suburban communities and others
nationwide, began changing local zoning in
the 1960s to restrict multifamily housing.
This in turn began limiting the stock of
new housing units that were naturally
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affordable. As a response, in 1969 the

State enacted M.G.L. Chapter 40B to help
address the shortage of affordable housing
statewide, by reducing barriers created

by local approval processes, local zoning,
and other restrictions. The goal of Chapter
40B is to encourage the production of
affordable housing in all cities and towns
throughout the Commonwealth. The 40B
standard is for communities to provide a
minimum of 10% of their housing inventory
as deed-restricted affordable.

Residential development has also

occurred in clustered developments in
response to zoning that allows houses

(and condominiums) to be closer together
for such developments in return for
preservation of open space. The open space
is set aside as common land and can be
used for conservation, historic preservation
and education, outdoor education,
recreation, park purposes, agriculture,
horticulture, forestry, or for a combination
of these uses.

Since 1979, the Town’s housing production
has declined. More recently housing
production continued to decline with 26
new residential dwelling units permitted
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in 2019 and 9 building permits issued for
single-family homes in 2020. That year, the
construction of the Avalon Apartments
through the process outlined by MGL
Chapter 40B led to an unusually high
number of multifamily units permitted,
with 94 units of multifamily housing.
Despite the permitting of the Avalon
apartments, the majority of the residential
development in Acton since 2000 was
comprised primarily of single-family
dwellings, requiring each to consume a
minimum of 20,000 square feet to 100,000

square feet of land per house, due to zoning
regulations.

The MBTA Communities Law, codified in
MGL Chapter 40A, Section 3A, designated
Acton as a commuter rail community.
Acton must have a Section 3A-compliant
zoning district with at least 50 acres zoned
to allow for multifamily at an average
density of 15 units per acre. Section
3A-compliant zoning districts were
approved by voters at the 2024 Annual
Town Meeting. The compliant districts

Yellow pond-lily floating on Robbins Mill Pond
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could theoretically yield 1,655 units, helping
Acton contribute to the significant housing
shortage Massachusetts is experiencing.

In recent years, the average new single-
family home constructed in Acton has
increased in size and in value. The price of
homes increased 16% in the past year alone
with the median sale price of $830,000 in
October 2023. This year’s median price also
shows a significant rise in the cost of a
home over the past decade, given that the
median price of a single-family home in
Acton in 2014 was $530,610. The demand
for housing continues to increase, as shown
by the speed in which homes are purchased,
on average spending only 14 days on the
market in 2023 (8 days fewer than 2022).

Involved land trusts

Land trusts purchase open space for
conservation. Acton Conservation Trust
and Sudbury Valley Trustees are two of
these that continuously preserve open
space in Acton. Since Acton adopted the
Community Preservation in 2002, residents
have appropriated nine million dollars
of Community Preservation Act (CPA)
funding to protect the Town’s natural
resources by purchasing and supporting

open space land. Since 1960, Acton acquired
more than 2,000 acres of protected land.
This was made possible by the CPA, local
fundraising, donations of land, and
through cluster development zoning. The
Conservation Commission is responsible
for approximately 1,645 acres, and the
Acton Water District oversees another
400 acres. In addition, the state owns just
over 200 undeveloped acres, and there are
over 700 acres in Chapter 61, 61A, and 61B
which temporarily protect land that is in
active forestry, agriculture, or recreation.
In addition, the Acton Conservation Trust
(the local land trust) holds and monitors 8
permanent conservation restrictions with
at least 2 more expected in 2024. With the
development of forests and farmland, the
public has exerted pressure to keep such
areas open, and to provide open space
parcels adjacent to all major subdivisions.
Consequently, conservation lands exist in
nearly all parts of Town.

ACTON CONSERVATION TRUST (ACT)

ACT has stimulated efforts to protect
open space and biodiversity in Acton and
adjoining towns. Founded in 1962, ACT’s
mission is to pursue land protection
opportunities that are consistent with
ACT’s mission of protecting natural areas
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including farmland, woodland, natural
habitat for wildlife, and historic landscapes
for the enjoyment and benefit of the
general public. Since 1998, ACT participated
in the protection of over 350 acres of open
space in Acton and typically makes first
contact with landowners interested in
preserving their land. In an effort to protect
lands straddling multiple towns, ACT

has met with the Littleton Conservation
Trust, and reached out to Concord Land
Conservation Trust and Stow Conservation
Trust (with whom ACT partnered to help
save Dunn Land straddling the Acton-Stow
border).

SUDBURY VALLEY TRUSTEES

The mission of the Sudbury Valley Trustees
(SVT), a regional trust founded in 1953, is
to conserve land and protect wildlife in
the Sudbury, Assabet, and Concord river
basins. SVT partners with Acton to provide
permanent protection for open space
parcels, particularly through its close and
valued association with Acton’s Open Space
Committee. SVT aided in land acquisitions,
notably the Anderson Parcel, and with
ACT, holds conservation restrictions

on the Donald Land and the Caouette/
Simeone Lands.

Community Setting

Aerial photograph of Stonefield Farm, which has an Agricultural Preservation Restriction
held by Sudbury Valley Trustees and the Town of Acton Agricultural Commission

Infrastructure

Given the suburban nature and historical
development patterns of the Town,
individual vehicles are the primary
mode of transit in Acton. However,

the Town is served by a Massachusetts
Bay Transportation Authority (MBTA)
commuter rail as well as by an
intermunicipal dispatch program and

a bike share program. Public water is
available in the majority of town and gas

is available on about half the public roads.

Electricity and telephone service exist on
virtually all public roads.

Waste water treatment is primarily
through private septic systems, although
the Town's sewer district serves a large
portion of South Acton. In 1998, Acton
voters approved the establishment and
construction of the Middle Fort Pond
Brook Sewer District in South Acton.
Construction of the sewer system,
including the wastewater treatment
facility, concluded in 2001 and sewer



service began in 2002. The sewer system
has the current capacity to treat almost
300,000 gallons of wastewater daily and
serves 741 customers as of January 2024.
The sewer system is self-funded by rate
payers and residents in the sewer district
and the wastewater treatment facility is
currently undergoing a planned, twenty-
year rehabilitation.

TRANSPORTATION
Acton has approximately 120 miles of
public roads including 10 miles of major

state highways, approximately 50 miles of
“historic” town roads, and about 60+ miles
of subdivision roads built since the mid-
1950s. Acton is bisected by Route 2, which
provides a commuting route into Boston,
as well as to the industrial areas along
Routes 128 and 495. Limited pedestrian and
bicycle infrastructure along Great Road
has been a serious danger for roadway
users. To address this issue, the Town has
been working with the Massachusetts
Department of Transportation to improve
safety along the Great Road Corridor.

Native Cinnamon Fern grow abundantly within the wetlands of Acton

The town is also served by the MBTA
commuter rail station in South Acton,
connecting to the Fitchburg to Boston
commuter line. In 2012, a study conducted
by the Boston Region Metropolitan
Planning Organization showed that South
Acton was the most heavily used station

on the Fitchburg Line, excluding North
Station, with 681 boardings each weekday.
However, the COVID-19 pandemic led to a
sharp decrease in ridership of public transit
across New England. Prior to the pandemic
in February of 2020, the average daily
ridership of the commuter rail was 114,241.
In April of 2020 ridership dropped by 98%
with an average daily ridership of 2,397.
Since 2020, ridership has steadily increased;
however, it has not reached pre-pandemic
levels, with average daily MBTA ridership at
91,259 in September 2023.

Beyond the MBTA Station, the Town
of Acton’s transportation services have
multiple components:

- Shared Intermunicipal Dispatch
- Four types of services:

— Fixed Route Shuttle Service (runs
Monday-Friday within Acton)
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— Curb to Curb Shuttle Service (runs
Monday-Friday within Acton and to
participating Towns)

— Specialized Shuttle Trips that go to the
Food Pantry and grocery stores (runs 4
times a month)

— Livery Service (runs 7 days a week,
anywhere within 25 miles of Acton)

Acton’s Shared Dispatch Service Center
spans three different municipalities
including Littleton and Sudbury as well

as Acton. This allows a cost-effective
solution where no community needs to
bear the cost of dispatching transportation
services individually. Currently, all rides
are provided free of charge. Prior to the
COVID-19 pandemic, the average ridership
was nearly 18,879 riders per year or 75

trips per day, based on 252 operating days.
In 2020 during the COVID-19 pandemic,
transportation services that were not
operating full-time averaged approximately
31 trips per day. During 2022, ridership
averaged 14,852 riders per year, 59 trips per
day. As of May 2023, the program was on
track to reach near pre-pandemic heights
with 62 daily passenger trips.

Community Setting

The shared dispatch service prioritizes trips
for elderly and disabled riders — especially
to medical appointments. All services

are accessible for those with mobility
challenges. Once those spots are filled,
other adults can ride if there is space.
Additionally, Acton children ages 12-18

can ride with a parent’s permission form
completed.

Non-motorized transit also occurs along
Acton’s two rail trails: the Assabet River
Rail Trail and the Bruce Freeman Rail Trail.
The Town completed the Assabet River Rail
Trail segment in Acton and Maynard and
the Bruce Freeman Rail Trail Phase 2A in
2018. In fall of 2023, the Town completed
the bridge over Route 2. This created a
connection for cyclist and pedestrians
between East Acton and Concord along the
Bruce Freeman Rail Trail. The bridge now
provides increased recreation as well as
commuting options to the West Concord
MBTA Station from East Acton and
residences on the north side of the Concord
Rotary.

Acton piloted two bike share programs. The
first bike share program was opened with
three stations in the fall of 2018 and ended

during the COVID-19 pandemic largely due
to the closing of the bike share provider,
Zagster. This was a regional program that
provided connections along the Assabet
River Rail Trail between downtown
Maynard and the Acton MBTA Station as
well as West Acton Village. The second
program began in summer of 2023 as a
regional program connecting to Concord
along the Bruce Freeman Rail Trail. The
program included four stations in total,
with 20 traditional bikes and 2 recliner
bikes. It has the potential to continue and
expand in 2024.

ACTON’S WATER RESOURCES

Since the publication of the most

recent OSRP in 2014, there have been
several noteworthy developments at the
Acton Water District. Two new water
treatment plants have been constructed
and brought online, an existing source

has been reactivated, and a new source
exploration has occurred. In addition to
these important system improvements, the
District’s operations have been impacted by
a group of emerging contaminants known
as Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances,

or PFAS. Despite all that is “new”, the
District’s commitment to protecting and
preserving both the quality and quantity of



Nagog Pond

our community’s water resources remains
at the heart of all that the Acton Water
District does.

The South Acton Water Treatment Plant
(SAWTP), which filters about 40% of the
District’s water supply, was completed

in June 2015; this facility represents the
District’s most productive water resources,
the School Street and Assabet wells. The
Central Acton Water Treatment Plant
(CAWTP), which improves water quality by
significantly reducing iron and manganese
levels, was completed in February 2022;
this facility currently treats water from the
Conant I and II wells but has additional
capacity to treat two nearby future bedrock
wells. The acquisition of 549 Main Street
in December 2023 will enable the District
to permit and protect these two wells
while also providing an opportunity to
identify potential additional wells on

the property. The construction of these
two water treatment plants represents a
significant investment in improving the
quality, reliability, and resilience of the
public water supply, both in the near and
long term. Additional efforts to enhance
the flexibility of the water supply include
the reactivation of the Assabet 2 Well in
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October 2020 and the connection of the
Assabet 3 Well to the SAWTP in February
2023.

The increasingly complex water treatment
and distribution system coupled with a
growing customer base requires routine
evaluation of existing conditions and
planning for future growth. To accomplish
this, the District worked with Wright-
Pierce, an environmental engineering firm,
to update the 2012 Water System Master
Plan most recently in the fall of 2018. Work
has begun on another 5-year update to

the plan in 2024, which will speak to the
impacts emerging contaminants have on
our water supplies, identify our system
needs, and characterize the constraints

of our local supplies. This work will help
inform whether the District needs to look
outside the community to meet future
water needs.

With limited opportunities for new source
development, water conservation and
efficiency efforts are essential to effectively
managing water quality and quantity.

The addition of staff in 2022 enabled the
District to offer free Efficiency Evaluations
once again, where residential customers
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can learn more about site-specific
opportunities to reduce their water use

at home. The District continues to offer
rebates for high-efficiency toilets, clothes
washers, faucets, and showerheads, as well
as free water-saving device giveaways like
rain gauges, faucet aerators, and moisture
meters. The District also participates

in numerous education and outreach
efforts, including public school programs,
water treatment plant tours, ActonTV
productions, and community events like
the AB Farmers Market, Green Acton
forums, and more. While each individual
action taken to reduce water waste may
seem small, together they are meaningful
and aid in the preservation of Acton’s water
resources.

Preserving open space is another way to
protect our local water resources. Areas
of open space provide an opportunity for
precipitation to infiltrate into the ground
and recharge our local aquifer. As high-
intensity rainfall events are projected

to become more frequent, enabling the
natural hydrology of the land to continue
to function unaltered is of growing
importance for this recharge. Infiltration
can also reduce stormwater runoff, mitigate

flooding, reduce erosion potential, and
even improve the quality of the water, as
the ground acts like a natural filter and
removes certain pollutants. When making
land use decisions, it’s essential to consider
how a change in use might impact our
water resources, including the following
potential effects: reduced permeability

of the land; increased water demand

(i.e., when converting open space to a
residential subdivision); and water quality
degradation. While land use controls are
helpful in limiting adverse water quality
effects from activities and substances that
are known to present a risk, they may not
be sufficient to protect against emerging
contaminants; the detection of PFAS
throughout the community is a timely
example of this. Preserving and protecting
open space continues to be the best long-
term tool available for protecting our water
resources.

Long-term development patterns

Acton’s land area is approximately 13,000
acres (20 square miles). Through all
mechanisms listed below, the total amount
of land conserved in Acton is 2,740.36 acres.



Note: land that falls into multiple
categories is counted only once for the
total.

Conservation-restricted areas 305.89
acreage

Publicly oyvned land with 1,811.51
conservation status

Land Wlth agrlcult.urf-“: 49.8
preservation restriction

Land protected through cluster .
development/PCRC 1253.4

* includes all buildings and open space land

In addition, 442.96 acres of land are
currently protected through Chapter 61,
broken down into 305.06 for Chapter
61, 40.94 for Chapter 614, and 96.96 for
Chapter 61B.

Currently, the majority of the residential
land in Acton is zoned R-2 through R-10,
zoning districts. These are single-family
housing districts ranging from a lot size of
20,000 square feet to 100,000 square feet
per dwelling unit. None of these districts
have an open space requirement. On all
conforming lots in these districts, land
can be cleared and building could occur
(hypothetically) anywhere other than

within the setbacks and protected wetlands
and floodplain.

In line with the 2014 OSRP, in 2016 the
Town began exploring by-right cluster
development with additional natural
resource protection. Continuing this

effort, the Town received a grant in 2023 to
conduct a public outreach process to bring
forward future zoning changes to make
cluster development with strong natural
resource protection the by-right method for
residential development.

Based on State law, building within 100
feet of a wetland requires approval from
the Conservation Commission. Acton’s
local wetland regulations restrict building
further, prohibiting the construction of any
new structure within 75 feet of a wetland.
Given the significant amount of land
throughout the town that is designated as
wetlands, this regulation conserves much
of the Town’s most sensitive ecological
areas from development.

The Town proposes new zoning in South
Acton and Powder Mill. These plans aim to
encourage future development in currently
developed areas of Town near transit and

commercial areas where infrastructure
already exists. These zoning changes
could lead to increased development

of residential housing units as well as
commercial spaces, in line with smart
growth principles. Tied to the goals of this
plan, a top priority in the zoning changes
of the Powder Mill district is improved
access and environmental quality of the
Assabet River.

The last buildout analysis created for Acton
2020 (pages 191-192)*, shown in the Table
3.3, contains an estimate of undeveloped
land in each zoning district that is not
clearly undevelopable, due to open space
protection or major regulatory factors
such as significant wetlands. As noted in
the table, this is a rough estimate because
many factors may affect the feasibility of
development for a specific parcel. Most

of these factors cannot be ascertained
from the “bird’s eye view” of the town-
wide land use analysis, such as land that is
undevelopable due to lot shape, grade, or
soil conditions.

* “A key point is that residential build-out
is unlikely to be reached within 20 years. A
more useful build-out analysis can be done
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by considering scenarios for development, TABLE 3.3: ACTON ZONING

including the use of overlay districts, or

Developable

Percent Acres Percent of
Total Acres’ of Town Remaining? Total Acres

even the “what-if” scenario of zoning
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changes, particularly aforementioned Residential Districts
zoning changes currently being explored. Residence 2 R-2 3,941.9 30.3% 454.8 11.5%
L Residence 4 R-4 593.2 5.0% 68.2 11.5%
This is a step that goes beyond the Residence 8 R-8 1,162.6 8.9% 187.0 16.1%
inventory phase of the Acton 2020 plan. It Residence 8/4 R-8/4 765.7 5.9% 342.8 44.7%
also must be kept in mind that a build-out Residence 10 R-10 74.1 0.5% 7.8 10.5%
. . . Residence 10/8 R-10/8 1,554.8 12.0% 669.2 43.0%
analysis does not necessarily provide any Residence A (multi-family) R-A 225.2 1.7% 39.6 17.6%
information about the time that it would Residence AA (multi-family) R-AA 7.7 0.0% 0.5 6.5%
take to reach full development, and that Village Residential VR 62.6 0.5% 4.6 7.3%
. Village Districts
development does not necessarily stop East Acton Village EAV 31.1 0.2% 1.7 5.5%
when no more buildable land remains, East Acton Village 2 EAV-2 19.8 0.2% 0.3 1.5%
because redevelopment at a higher or lower North Acton Village NAV 43.0 0.3% 22.7 52.8%
. R ) South Acton Village SAV 34.2 0.3% 7.0 20.5%
density could ultimately occur. West Acton Village WAV 22.9 0.2% 0.8 3.5%
Office Districts
Office Park 1 OP-1 119.2 0.9% 64.2 53.9%
Office Park 2 OP-2 105.4 0.8% 22.1 21.0%
Business Districts
Kelley's Corner KC 47.0 0.4% 3.4 7.2%
Limited Business LB 158.6 1.2% 9.6 6.1%
Powder Mill District PM 72.8 0.6% 9.5 13.0%
Industrial Districts
General Industrial Gl 135.1 1.0% 5.7 4.2%
Light Industrial LI 39.1 0.3% 5.5 14.1%
Light Industrial 1 LI-1 191.5 1.5% 5.7 3.0%
Small Manufacturing SM 119.0 0.9% 8.5 7.1%
Technology District D 302.6 2.3% 255.8 84.5%
Special Districts
Agriculture-Recreation-Conservation ARC 1837.0 14.1% NA NA
Planned Conservation Residential Community | PCRC 304.8 2.3% 0 0%

Community Setting

1 Zoning Districts generally exclude major roads and highways, so the total of this column is less than the total acreage in the

land use table.

2 The acreages indicated as developable exclude public open space, private common land, and areas such as known wetlands that

are clearly not developable. Those figures remain as rough estimates of development capacity, as many factors influence the

feasibility of development of a land parcel.
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A. TOPOGRAPHY, SOILS, GEOLOGY,
AND CLIMATE

Soils

The soils of Acton are predominantly
moist, but rough and stony in character,
with many areas of sandy loam. Wet soils
are associated with the stream valleys, and
certain areas of town have a number of
ledge outcroppings.

The soil types identified in this report
were compiled for the Town of Acton

by the Natural Resources Conservation
Service and reported in “Soil Survey of
Middlesex County, Massachusetts”, 2009
(See Map 4D: General Soil). These soils
are described in the sections that follow.
There are 643.2 acres of prime agricultural

soils and a number of active farms in town.

Much of the prime farmland is no longer
in agricultural use. The general soil map
shows broad areas which have a distinctive
pattern of soils, relief, and drainage.

Each map unit on the general soil map

is a unique natural landscape, typically,
consisting of one or more major soils or
miscellaneous areas and some minor soils
or miscellaneous areas, and is named for
the major soils or miscellaneous areas. The
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components of one map unit can occur in
another, but in a different pattern.

The general soil map can be used to
compare large areas for general land uses.
Areas of suitable and unsuitable soils

for different uses can be inferred from
the map. Because of its small scale, the
general map is not suitable for planning
the management of a farm or field or for

American Toad Photo by lan Bergemann

selecting a site for a road or building or
other structure. More detailed mapping
is available for those purposes. The soils
in any one map unit differ from place to
place in slope, depth, drainage and other
characteristics that affect management.
Any particular site can have a variety of
soil types.



HINCKLEY-FREETOWN-WINDSOR

Nearly level to steep, very deep, excessively-
drained sandy soils that formed in glacial
outwash; and nearly level, very deep

and very poorly-drained organic soils.
Excessively-drained Hinckley soils are on
glacial outwash plains and terraces. Nearly
level, very poorly-drained Freetown soils
are in large depressions and along streams.
These typically have layers of muck, mucky
peat and peat to a depth of about 65 inches.
Excessively-drained Windsor soils are on
glacial outwash plains, and the tops of
terraces and deltas. Typically, the soils have
an 8-inch surface layer of loamy sand. The
15-inch subsoil consists of loamy sand in
the upper part and sand in the lower part.
The substratum consists of gravelly sand
and sand.

The dominant minor soils in this general
map unit are the somewhat excessively-
drained Merrimac soils on smooth-sloping
plains, moderately well-drained Sudbury
and Deerfield soils on low plains and in
swales, and both poorly-drained Wareham
and Raynham soils and very poorly-drained
Scarboro soils in depressions and along
drainage-ways. This map unit is mostly
forested. Some areas are cropland. Many

areas are used for home sites. A few isolated
areas are used as sources of sand and gravel.
This map unit has severe limitations for
onsite sewage disposal, as the Hinckley

and Windsor soils readily absorb, but may
not adequately filter and treat, the effluent
from septic tanks and may contaminate
ground water resources. This map unit

is poorly suited to cultivated crops and
pasture as the Hinckley and Windsor

soils are droughty and require irrigation

for optimum crop production. Freetown
soils have severe limitations for urban use
because they are wetlands.

PAXTON-MONTAUK-WOODBRIDGE

Nearly level to steep, very deep, well-
drained and moderately well-drained loamy
soils formed in glacial till on drumlins and
smooth-sloping ground moraines.

Well-drained Paxton soils are on top slopes
and side slopes of drumlins. Typically, the
soils have a 7-inch surface layer of sandy
loam. The subsoil has fine sandy loam

in the upper part and sandy loam in the
lower part. The approximately 43-inch
substratum is firm sandy loam in the upper
part and very firm fine sandy loam in the
lower part.
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Well-drained Montauk soils are on smooth
sloping ground moraines and broad,
irregularly- shaped drumlins. Typically,
the soils have a 7-inch surface layer of fine
sandy loam. The subsoil is about 22 inches
thick and consists of sandy loam. The
substratum is firm, gravelly loamy sand.

Moderately well-drained Woodbridge

soils are in drainage swales and on top
slopes, upper side slopes, and toe-slopes

of drumlins. Typically, the soils have a
2-inch surface layer of fine sandy loam.
The subsoil of fine sandy loam has distinct,
brown and yellowish-red masses of iron
accumulation. The substratum is firm, fine
sandy loam with similar red masses of iron
accumulation.

The dominant minor soils are moderately
well-drained Scituate soils on drumlins and
moraines, and poorly-drained Ridgebury
and very poorly-drained Whitman soils in
depressions and drainage-ways. Many small
areas of very poorly drained Freetown and
Swansea soils occur in depressions and
small narrow valleys.

This map unit is mostly forest. Some
areas are orchards, hay, or pasture. Some
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areas are used for home sites. It has severe
limitations for onsite sewage disposal
because of restricted permeability and a
seasonal high water table. Where slopes do
not exceed 15 percent, this map unit is well
suited to cultivated crops, orchards and
pasture, and has good potential for conifer
production. Areas with slopes in excess of
15 percent are suitable for orchards, but are
subject to erosion.

URBAN LAND-MERRIMAC-UDORTHENTS
Soils are nearly level to strongly sloping,
very deep, somewhat excessively-drained
Merrimac soils on broad outwash plains
and valleys, plus areas of urban land and
udorthents (man-altered land).

Nearly level and gently sloping, somewhat
excessively-drained Merrimac soils are in
areas where less than 85 percent of the
land is covered with impervious surfaces,
and most areas are in intricate patterns
with urban land. Typically, the soils have
a surface layer of fine sandy loam about 9
inches thick. The subsoil is gravelly sandy
loam in the upper 9 inches and gravelly
loamy coarse sand in the lower 8 inches.
The substratum is gravelly coarse sand in

both the upper and lower parts. Urban land

consists of areas where 85 percent or more
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of the land is covered with impervious
surfaces such as buildings and pavement.

Udorthents consist mainly of areas where
soil has been removed and areas that have
been filled. Where the surface soil has
been removed, loamy or sandy subsoil and
substratum layers are exposed. The fill
consists of soil, rubble, refuse and spoil

from dredging, and ranges from 2 to 20 feet

thick.

The dominant minor soils are well-drained
Canton, Charlton, and Paxton soils on
uplands. Also included are moderately
well-drained Sudbury soils in swales

and depressions and excessively-drained
Hinckley soils on knolls and low ridges.
Freetown, Swansea, and Scarboro soils
occur in isolated wetlands.

This map unit is mostly in residential,
commercial and industrial developments.
Because of the Merrimac soils, this map
unit has severe limitations for septic tank
absorption fields; but since most of these
areas are served by municipal water and
sewage disposal systems, there are few
limitations for additional development,

as far as the major soil components are
concerned.

Geology

Acton is underlain by old metamorphic
rocks which were reshaped and covered
during the continental ice ages (observed
as grey on the Map 4E: General Bedrock
Geology). The bedrock beneath Acton is
the Nashoba Formation, an assemblage

of metamorphic rocks (Hansen, 1956;
Alvord, 1975). These rocks were originally
sandstones and similar sedimentary rocks,
but were altered by heat and pressure

over geologic time into metamorphic
rocks. The Formation is largely gneiss,

a relatively coarse-grained rock which
shows different layers of minerals, like
mafic (observed in blue on the Map 4E:
General Bedrock Geology), upon close
examination. There is considerable variety
in the mineral composition of the rocks

in the Nashoba Formation, and numerous
subdivisions have been identified. Most of
the Formation in Acton is biotite gneiss, in
which can be seen small plate-like crystals
of the mineral biotite, a black form of mica.
The Formation is relatively old, dating back
to the Ordovician geologic period, which
occurred between 430 and 500 million
years ago.



Rock Slab Quarry at Nashoba Brook Conservation area Photo by Emily McDowell

The Nashoba Formation has been subjected faults separate the Formation from the sometimes they are accompanied by a

to extreme forces over geologic time, neighboring rocks to the northwest and sudden loud noise like a cannon shot.
during which at least one mountain range southeast. These faults are technically

rose and was eroded away. As a result, inactive and do not present a significant The Nashoba Formation is punctuated in
the Formation is extensively folded and geologic hazard. Nonetheless, small places by younger plutonic (volcanic) rocks,
faulted (Goldsmith, 1991). The various magnitude earthquakes occur once every known as Acton granite (observed as red
subgroups within the Nashoba Formation year or two. If residents even notice these on the Map 4E: General Bedrock Geology).
are mapped as elongated bands stretching earthquakes they often mistake them for a Granite deposits were formed when molten
from northeast to southwest. Relic large truck passing on the road, although magma intruded from the subsurface into
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Evidence of glacial striations from the last Ice Age Photo by Debra Simes
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the Nashoba Formation. The intrusions,
which are relatively small features, were
mined in the past in several small quarries
in Acton. Quarries are located in North
Acton off Quarry Road and in the Acorn
Park subdivision. The large foundation
stones seen in colonial houses and barns
around Acton are usually Acton granite.

The geologic character of Acton is

largely determined by younger deposits
that overlie the bedrock. These varied
formations were deposited during the
continental ice ages which ended 10,000
years ago, a very recent time geologically.
During the ice ages, sheets of ice, over a
mile thick in places, blanketed Canada,
New England and the north-central
United States. The glaciers formed, wasted
away, and reformed, although only the
effects of the most recent ice age are
clearly discernible in the area’s geology.
During each ice age, massive sheets of ice
moved over the landscape, scraping and
re-depositing rocks and sediment. In Acton,
the last glacier moved more or less due
south. Glacial striations, marks scraped by
the moving glacier and the rocks it carried,
can still be seen on smooth rock outcrops.



The ice ages resulted in numerous and
varied geologic deposits formed when

the glacier passed, and also during the
post-glacial period as the melting glacier
produced torrents of water. Much of Acton
is blanketed by glacial till, a compact
mixture of sediment. Till is composed

of a wide range of grain sizes, from very
fine clay particles to large boulders. These
various grain sizes were compressed

under the moving glaciers into a poorly
sorted mixture that is tight to water.

The high-water tables and poor drainage
that interfere with on-site wastewater
treatment system performance in much

of Acton are caused by these till deposits.
The rocky soils that discourage farming in
New England are also a consequence of the
glacial till soils.

One striking manifestation of till is
drumlins, elongated hills aligned with the
direction of movement of the glacier. There
are nine drumlins in Acton, ranging in
height from 310 to 430 feet above mean sea
level. They include Faulkner Hill in South
Acton, Wright or Mead’s Hills in West
Acton, and Great Hill near the intersection
of Routes 27 and 111.

The lower elevations are generally occupied
by glacial outwash deposits of sand and
gravel deposited in water running from the
melting glaciers. Fine-grained clay and silt
were washed from these deposits by the
running water, and therefore these soils
are more open and drain more readily than
the till soils. All of Acton’s public water-
supply wells are located in sand and gravel
outwash, and these deposits generally
require greater protection from pollution
than the areas covered by till.

The sand and gravel outwash deposits

are punctuated by a variety of intriguing
glacial features. Blocks of ice left by the
wasting glacier eventually melted to create
kettle-holes in the outwash. Grassy Pond
and Will’s Hole formed in such glacial
kettle holes. Today, these two ponds have
evolved into quaking bogs with mats of
sphagnum moss floating on the water.
With time, the floating mats will slowly
close in on the open water and, eventually,
the ponds will disappear and give way to
meadows.

Eskers, long sinuous gravel deposits, are
also found in Acton. These deposits were
made in tunnels under the wasting glacier.
Today, they stand as narrow causeways,
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10 to 30-feet high, winding through the
woods. Were it not for their tortuous path,
one would mistake them for constructed
road or railroad beds. Eskers are found in
the Town Forest in North Acton and in the
Acton Arboretum.

Other glacial deposits include kames,

kame terraces, and kame deltas. Kames

are relatively flat-topped hills that formed
in holes in the ice sheet. Kame terraces
were formed by glacial meltwater streams
along the margin between the wasting ice
sheet and higher valley walls. Where these
streams flowed off the ice onto ice-free
land they formed kame deltas. A large kame
delta occupies the area south of Fort Pond
Brook along the Concord town line and
west to Parker Street. A kame terrace lies to
the north of the brook along School Street.
Forest Road runs on top of a kame west of
Hosmer Street.

Acton’s geology continues to change in
present times, and there are geologic
formations that postdate the ice ages. They
include swamp deposits, which are forming
in wetlands throughout the Town, and
alluvium, which forms in stream beds.
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Snow covered pines stand tall in Grassy Pond Conservation Land Photo by Mike Weinholdl

Few commercial rock or mineral deposits
exist in Acton. Historically, Acton granite
was quarried and deposits of bog iron were
used to produce a low-quality ore. Several
gravel pits were recently active, producing
aggregate from esker and glacial outwash
deposits.

There are no features that pose significant

geologic hazards or limitations on
development. Perhaps the recent swamp
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deposits are the only exception as they have
poor bearing capacity for structures. These
deposits generally occur within wetlands,
which are precluded from development

by Town bylaw and the Massachusetts
Wetlands Protection Act.

Climate

Since 1895, the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) has
compiled temperature and precipitation

measurements for Middlesex County,
Massachusetts. The annual average
temperature from 1895 to 2022 for
Middlesex County has increased nearly
4.9°F, while global surface temperatures
have increased 33.08°F since 1865, according
to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC). The 2022 Massachusetts
Climate Assessment reported that summers
are projected to be warmer in the future; by
2030 the average summertime temperature
in the state will feel like summers in

New York and by 2050 summertime
temperatures will feel like summers in
Maryland.

The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency measured global precipitation

to have increased at a rate of 0.04 inches
per decade since 1901 and nearly 0.20
inches per decade for the contiguous 48
states. The Massachusetts Climate Change
Clearinghouse database determined that
in the last 30 years, the State has received
the highest amount of precipitation

since records began. Winter precipitation
has also increased and is predicted to
continue to increase (by 4-35%, according
to the Massachusetts Climate Change
Clearinghouse) — by the end of the century



most of the precipitation in Acton is likely
to fall as rain instead of snow.

B. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER

Ten thousand years ago, during an
atmospheric warming period, North
America’s most recent continental glacier
began its slow recession north, which
marked the beginning of an evolution
into the landscape of Acton as we know

it today. Local topography is dotted with
glacial features mentioned in the geology
section. The early European settlers found
the scant existing topsoil was acidic and
densely mixed with glacial cobble. The
results of their painstaking efforts to clear
these marginal fields for crops can be seen
in the many stone walls crisscrossing the
landscape. While several successful farms
still operate, most small subsistence farms
were abandoned between 1860 and the
1930s; thus, many of the mature red oak
and white pine forests are about 9o years
old, some slightly older.

Acton’s most noticeable landscape aspect
has been its abundance of trees, although
even newcomers are watching familiar
woody lots being cut and developed. As
noted elsewhere, the open fields, pastures,

and orchards of Acton’s farming past

are rapidly becoming obscured by forest
re-growth. The Town has run an active
street-tree maintenance and planting
program since the Depression Era. Acton
has been recognized by the nation’s Arbor
Day Foundation as a “Tree City USA” since
1984. Tree City USA communities must
have a tree board or department, a local
tree ordinance, spend $2 per capita and

‘".Qn 'Lahd' Photo by lan Bergemann

promote Arbor Day. The Town celebrates
Arbor Day every year on the last Friday in
April by planting a tree.

Acton’s center corridor, running east to
west from Acton Center to the Littleton
town line, is particularly woodsy, and
contains two large conservation areas,
including Nagog Hill and Grassy Pond.
Nagog Hill Road is on Acton’s scenic
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road list. Grassy Pond, small and boggy,
is important habitat. There are relatively
few homes in this area, and development
should be guided elsewhere.

Acton’s heavy tree cover, which provides
a beautiful, cool, leafy appearance to the
streets and public areas, and a habitat
for birds and small mammals, is a mixed
blessing. Acton has very few long vistas.
Its many hills disappear behind the trees,
and many streams and small ponds are
not visible from the road. Many structures
that are noteworthy from an historic or
architectural point of view are similarly
obscured.

The landscape continues to evolve as
beavers have created several beaver ponds,
killing stands of trees and providing open
areas and new ecosystems. To encourage
diverse habitat and to provide aesthetic
beauty, unforested open space should be
preserved not only from development, but
also from the encroaching forest.

C. WATER RESOURCES

Watersheds
Acton is located within Sudbury, Assabet,

and Concord Rivers’ Watershed, specifically
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Summer-in Heath Hen Meadow Conservation Land Photo by lan Bergemann

within the Assabet River which is 117 square

miles. Two major streams flow through
the Town. Fort Pond Brook, fed by Grassy
Pond; Guggins Brook and Heath Hen
Meadow Brook, flow through the western
and southern portions of Town; Nashoba
Brook flows across the eastern portion of
the Town; and Butter Brook, Will’s Hole
Brook, Conant Brook and Nagog Brook
are its tributaries. Spencer Brook and its
tributaries drains the extreme northeast

corner of Town. Since approximately 75
percent of the watershed areas for Fort
Pond and Nashoba Brook are located in
Acton, the quality of these brooks depends
on how well we protect them. The streams
and associated wetlands mentioned
previously provide an estimated average of
65 percent of the recharge of the aquifers,
the source of Acton’s water. (See Map 6:
Water Resources).



Native Virginia Creeper vine changes to bright red at Ice House Pond Photo by Mao Quiping

Other than the pond at NARA, the Town
does not have any large ponds or lakes that
are used for public swimming. Ice House
Pond, located off Concord Road, was used
as a source of ice for many years. Grassy
Pond, with its bog-like characteristics, is
home to many rare plants and a diverse
wildlife population. Part of Nagog Pond
is located in Acton (the other part is in
Littleton), although water supply rights
were assigned to Concord by the General
Court in 1884.

Surface water

The state has classified all of Acton’s
surface waters, with the exception of Nagog
Pond, as Class B waters. This classification
indicates the waters are generally suitable
for primary and secondary contact
recreation, may be used for water supply
with appropriate treatment, and will
provide good wildlife habitat. Nagog Pond
is classified as Class A water, reflecting

its high quality and use by Concord for
drinking water.

Excess nutrients are a problem in Acton’s
surface water bodies. During the summer
and early fall, a green carpet of aquatic
plants, indicating eutrophic conditions,
can be seen on Robbins Mill Pond, an
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Guggins Brook-Conser\}ation' land
Pheto by lan Bergemanty,
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impounded section of Nashoba Brook. Ice
House Pond has had problems with water
chestnut overgrowth.

In addition to the nine-acre pond at
NARA, Acton has numerous water-related
recreational options, such as fishing,
skating, boating, and wildlife observation.
Many of the ponds and streams can only
be accessed by hiking through Town
conservation lands, but some, such as

Ice House Pond, are adjacent to parking.
The Massachusetts Division of Fisheries
and Wildlife stocks Fort Pond Brook and
Nashoba Brook with rainbow, brown,
brook, and tiger trout each spring. See
Massachusetts Department of Fish and
Game official website (www.mass.gov/
dfwele/dfw/) for more information.

Aquifer recharge areas

The Acton Water District (AWD) is a
community public water supply that
manages and distributes high quality
drinking water to nearly 95 percent of
Acton residents. The water is supplied by
eleven wells located within the Town with
approximately 135 miles of water main,
four storage tanks, and multiple treatment
facilities which comprise the AWD's
system. There are now six conglomerated

areas of Zone II in Acton — five of which
protect the District’s sources of supply
and one that was recently adopted at

the 2023 Town Meeting that protects
Maynard’s bedrock wells located just over
the town boundary. AWD draws from 24
wells on seven wellfields throughout town.
Zone II designation means that the areas
surrounding these wells have restricted
land use to prevent anything that could
adversely affect water quality. In addition,
there are roughly 30 areas designated

as Zone I, which includes protectors for
sources for the AWD, Maynard, and other
small public water supplies (See Map 4F:
Groundwater Protection Districts).

The ongoing collaboration of the AWD,
the Open Space, and Water Resources
Advisory Committees contributes to the
protection of potential parcels for water
resources. Three parcels of land near
Main Street and Knox Trail were acquired
for water supply purposes, with efforts
continuing to acquire two additional
parcels near Knox Trail. In 2021, the Acton
Water District applied for new source
approval to construct two bedrock wells in
Acton Center. Since the District recently
acquired the 56.85-acre 549 Main Street



parcel, final approval for these new sources
of supply is expected. With final approval,
the parcel would become permanently
protected open space. Previously, just over
25 percent was classified as either Zone 1
or Zone 2 for the existing Conant I and II
Wells. Now, nearly 99 percent of the parcel
is classified as Town of Acton Zone 1 for
protection of the future bedrock wells.

At the 2023 Annual Town Meeting voters
passed a Conservation Restriction for 549
Main Street. The Conservation Restriction
should be recorded by March 2024. In 2023
the MassDEP presented the Acton Water
District with an award for Outstanding
Performance and Achievement in Water
Conservation.

Flood hazard areas

Parts of Acton are vulnerable to flood
damage because Acton’s brooks tend

to meander due to low descent rates

that result in silty, broad flood plains.
Approximately 20 percent of the Town’s
land are estimated to be flood plain. The
lands estimated to be flood plain can be
found on Map 6: Water Resources and are
located primarily within the Southwestern
portion of Acton following Fort Pond
Brook and Heath Hen Meadow Brook.
Flood plains are also found along Nagog

Brook and Conant Brook which intersect
north of the center of Acton. The lands
within Northeast Acton bordering Carlisle
and Concord are relatively absent of flood
plains. North Acton contains a relatively
large flood plain due to Nashoba Brook and
Butter Brook junction. Southeast Acton
mainly has flood plains located along the
Assabet River and Fort Pond Brook. The
flood plains store water during peak wet
periods and moderate the discharge rates
of flood waters. The protection of these
flood plain areas is critical for the safety

of those in Acton and neighboring towns.
In the past, when farming dominated
Acton’s economy, many wetlands and
smaller streams were channeled to drainage
systems for agricultural use. With the
passage of time, many of these ditches have
filled in, causing much slower drainage
after storms. This delayed drainage is
beneficial for flood control regionally,

but may be detrimental locally if poorly-
drained areas have been developed for
residential use. In the past, development
increased the rate of runoff generally, also
worsening flooding and drainage in parts
of Town. Through flood plain zoning and
wetlands protection, virtually all new
development in flood plains is prohibited.

Acton participates in the National Flood
Insurance Program. The Town's Zoning
Bylaw contains a flood plain overlay district
that restricts development within flood
plains. Acton’s Zoning Bylaw also limits
certain land use activities within the
Groundwater Protection District to protect
the Town’s present and future drinking
water supply.

It is important to note that in relation

to flood hazard areas, precipitation has
increased for all seasons in the Northeast
United States, according to the 2023 Fifth
National Climate Assessment produced by
the U.S Global Change Research Program.
As with increased precipitation, the
Assessment details extreme precipitation
events (events with the top 1 percent

of daily precipitation accumulations)

have increased about 60 percent in the
Northeast. These increases in precipitation
and extreme precipitation will continue to
contribute to flooding.

Wetlands

Massachusetts Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP) defines a
wetland as an area where groundwater is at
or near the surface, or where a significant
part of the vegetative community is made
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up of plants adapted to life in saturated
soil. They are integral environments
because of the numerous ecosystem
services they provide. These include
protection and storage of floodwaters;
treatment and improvement of water
quality; habitat for fish and wildlife; and
significant carbon storage. According to
the Massachusetts BioMap Town Report
(BioMap) for Acton, there are 278 acres

of wetland core habitat, 505.7 acres of
wetland core buffer, and 416.6 acres of local
wetlands. Acton’s wetlands are a part of
the larger Assabet River watershed and the
Nashoba & Fort Pond Brook watershed.
Large swaths of Acton’s watershed are
glacial till/bedrock and sand & gravel. The
Map 6: Water Resources, identifies a total
of 1,018.2 acres of wetland in Acton. These
wetlands are found primarily within similar
locations as the lands with estimated flood
plains; with a large concentration in the
Southwestern to directly South portion of
Acton. Large portions border Heath Hen
Meadow Brook and Inch Brook in West
Acton. The Southeast portion of Acton

has some wetlands mainly located near
the Assabet River and Fort Pond Brook
with some exceptions just North of the
Assabet River as it borders the Town of

Concord. Wetlands are gradually more
disconnected throughout central Acton
just North of Route 2 with Nashoba Brook,
Conant Brook, and Grassy Pond containing
or abutting the densest concentrations of
wetlands. North Acton’s wetlands mainly
follow Nashoba Brook and Nagog Brook
with some tributaries supporting wetlands
within the Northeastern portion of Acton
on the border of Carlisle. West of the Town
of Concords Northwest Acton contains a
unique quaking bog wetland within Wills
Hole/Town Forest Conservation Land.
North Acton has a large concentration of
wetlands at the junction of Nashoba Brook
and Butter Brook.

The chart below breaks down the wetland
categories by the MassDEP Wetland layers
and their acreage:

MassDEP Wetland Categories Acres

Deep Marsh 44.5
Open Water 242
Shallow Marsh Meadow or Fen 181.8
Shrub Swamp 178.6
Wooden Swamp Coniferous 1.1
Wooden Swamp Deciduous 1,19.1
Wooden Swamp Mixed Trees 721
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River and Wetland Protection

The Assabet River runs through a portion
of the southeast corner of Acton. The Acton
tributary to the Assabet River is Nashoba
Brook. The Conservation Commission
enforces the Wetlands Protection Act and
Environmental Protection Bylaw which
have specific protections on riverfront
areas, referred to as “Resource Areas.” All
activity within 200 feet of the annual
high-water mark of any river, stream, or
brook requires proper procedural approval
from the Conservation Commission. In
addition to the Conservation Commission,
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the Organization for the Assabet, Sudbury,
and Concord Rivers (OARS) is a non-

profit organization whose mission is

to protect, preserve, and enhance the
natural and recreational features of the
Assabet, Sudbury, and Concord Rivers,
their tributaries, and watersheds while
increasing public awareness of the value of
the Rivers as important natural resources.

D. VEGETATION

Historic overview
Acton’s natural plant life still echoes the
Town’s agricultural past, and is typical

Native High Bush Blueberry

of vegetation elsewhere in the region.
Acton, like most of Massachusetts, was
essentially clear-cut during the Colonial
era, and as late as 1900, over 9o percent

of the Town was in open fields. As the
Town was subdivided, starting in 1950,
many developments were established in
old orchards, fields, and areas that were
just beginning to return back to forest.

In 1990, those areas of Town that were

not covered with structures, pavement, or
maintained lawns, were approximately 9o
percent forested (including treed house
lots), with most trees between 35 and 8o
years old. Conversely, MassGIS reports
that of the approximately 13,000 acres in
Acton, 68 percent was undeveloped land
and 32 percent was developed land in 1971.
In 1999, that had changed to 54 percent
undeveloped and 46 percent developed. The
2022 Town of Acton Climate Action Plan
includes results produced by the United
States Department of Agriculture’s Forest
Service tool called i-Tree. This tool enables
municipalities to estimate the canopy
cover of a given geography and the carbon
sequestered annually by its trees. The
Town of Acton was estimated to have 61
percent tree/shrub cover, 15 percent grass/
herbaceous cover, 11 percent impervious



road, 6 percent impervious building, 4
percent water, 2 percent soil/bare ground,
and 1 percent impervious other.

The United States Department of
Agriculture’s (USDA) 2023 Plant Hardiness
Zone Map categorizes Acton as Zone 6a.
This means the average annual extreme
minimum temperature from 1991 to 2020
was -10°F to -5°F. This information provides
valuable guidance on the changing climate
of Acton.

We will need to continue to observe how
local vegetation adapts to continuous
changes in temperature.

General inventory

The unique vegetation of Acton lies within
the Southern New England Coastal Plains
and Hills Ecoregion, and is comprised of
grassy plains with a few low hills. The
forests are mainly central hardwoods with
some transition hardwoods and some elm-
ash-red maple and red and white pine.

Acton’s native forest, featuring red and
white oak, hickory, and white pine in
upland areas, has transformed with former
floodplain hay meadows turning into a

red maple monoculture, due to beaver-

induced flooding. This has created new
habitats, attracting species like spotted
turtles and herons. Isolated areas showcase
beech, birch, and hemlock stands, as seen
in the Spring Hill Conservation Area. Since
1900, factors like the chestnut blight and
Dutch elm disease have limited woodland
diversification. Acton vegetation faces
recent challenges with invasive species like
the hemlock woolly adelgid, emerald ash
borer, Asian long-horned beetle, and the
spotted lanternfly (not observed in Acton,
but reported in neighboring towns in

2023). Despite losses, diverse plant species
exist and persist. Roadside sugar maples
and white ash trees are naturalizing into
woodlands, despite the “ash decline.” Non-
native species are also naturalizing into
the woodlands, contributing to the Town's
evolving ecological landscape. Climate
Change will play a significant role in
altering the Town’s general vegetation and
will also have consequences for the animals
that depend on these local ecosystems.

View from below of Pine stand at Wright Hill Conservation Land Photo by lan Bergemann
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Forest land

Acton has an abundance of forestland.
More specifically, Acton has about 7,000
acres of forest, including forested wetlands,
(about 60 percent of the Town’s total area).
A large forested area (720+ acres), in a
principally roadless part of Town, is located
in the northeast corner, east of Nashoba
Brook. Part of this area is protected by
Spring Hill, Nashoba Brook, Camp Acton,
and Robbins Mill conservation lands.
Another large forested area (400+ acres)

is located south of Nagog Pond. Part of
this area is protected by the Nagog Hill
conservation land.

Mixed oaks dominate the upland areas,
sometimes mixed with white pine,
American beech, pitch pine, black birch,
sassafras and pignut hickory. About 409
acres of Acton’s privately-owned forests
are in the State’s Chapter 61 tax abatement
program (Map 7: Inventory of Open Space).
The program allows the owner to pay
reduced taxes as an incentive to keep the
land in forest and gives the Town first
right to purchase the land when the owner
wishes to sell.

Environmental Inventory and Analysis

Much of Acton’s forest land is in small
private holdings, including street-side trees
and the back land of residential lots. Some
of these areas are ecologically significant as
wildlife habitat and movement corridors,
and make important contributions to the
Town's character.

In 2022, the Town of Acton received the
DCR Urban and Community Forestry
Challenge Grant. The award provided
$30,000 to support the Town’s Public
Shade Tree Inventory Assessment and
Management Plan. The assessment will aid
the Town in creating a more sustainable
and robust tree program with special
attention given to environmental justice
areas and climate resiliency. Acton has a
dedicated Tree Warden who is a certified
arborist and is in the process of hiring a
Deputy Tree Warden. Acton has enacted a
local tree protection ordinance under the
Scenic Roads Bylaw, and further protection
is provided under MGL Chapter 87 for
public shade trees.

Advocacy groups such as the Acton
Garden Club and the Friends of the Acton
Arboretum have been long established
and provide a forum and co-stewardship

B
A\

Shady woodland trail within
Nagog Hill Conservation Land




for forest & vegetation management
within the Town. The Town has good
coordination between these groups

and departments, as well as the Acton
Conservation Commission and the

Land Stewardship Committee of the
Conservation Commission, which provides
stewardship for the estimated 2100 acres of
conservation lands.

In 2021 the Arbor Day Foundation awarded
the Town of Acton with the 2021 Growth
Award, and once again designated it as a
Tree City USA. Communities receive this
designation if they have demonstrated a
high-level commitment to tree care and
community engagement. Acton has been
a Tree City USE for nearly 27 years. Acton
continues to maintain the mission of
enhanced tree care and engagement. In
order to receive accreditation as a Tree
City, the following four criteria must be
satisfied:

- Have a tree board or department (such as
an active Tree Warden)

- Possess a community tree ordinance
(such as enforcement of MGL Chapter 87)

- Maintain an annual urban forestry
budget of at least $2 per capita

Sentinel tree stands by connecting trail
from Ice House Pond to Morrison Farm

- Host an Arbor Day observance and
proclamation

Public shade trees

Public shade trees include any publicly-
owned and/or managed tree such as those
along streets, in cemeteries and in parks.
The Tree Warden oversees these trees
under MGL Chapter 87. The Scenic Road
Bylaw also protects street trees. In 2021,
the Town adopted a policy of regulating
the removal of non-hazardous public shade
trees, specifically stating: “Public shade
trees shall not be removed for a private
purpose without suitable compensation
to the Town for replacements.” The policy
also gives special attention to “unique”
trees which may include trees with
exceptional size or historic value, and/

or rare or uncommon trees. The Town has
run a tree-planting program since 1941,
planting more than 2,000 trees under this
program. To maintain diversity in street
trees, the Town has attempted to plant no
more than ten percent of any one species.
Both funding considerations and a lack of
suitable planting spots have prevented a
“one for one” replanting program for street
trees, although natural forest re-growth
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is significant in the woods, and along
roadsides.

The need to preserve and plant public
shade trees is heightened by climate
change. The 2022 Massachusetts Climate
Change Assessment cites that by 2030
summer average temperatures could
increase by 3.6°F above the average summer
temperatures from 1950 to 2013. The U.S
Forest Service has produced extensive
research that demonstrates tree canopy
cover can reduce temperatures by 11-19°F
compared to communities with no tree
cover. Acton remains vigilant in its efforts
to expand and enhance their public

shade trees, especially in the face of an
everchanging climate.

Agricultural lands

Acton’s farms are a cherished landscape
of the Town and are considered to be key
rural and scenic features. The passion to
preserve and promote local farming in
Acton resulted in a 2019 adoption of the
Right-to- Farm Bylaw. In 2020, the Acton
Agricultural Commission was created to
represent, advocate, and educate about
Acton’s agricultural interests. “Prime
farmland” (PF) is land available for

agricultural purposes (and not currently in

Environmental Inventory and Analysis

urban use) with a favorable combination
of physical and chemical characteristics
for producing food, feed, forage, fiber, and
oil seed crops. “State or locally important
farmland” (SLIF) soils are those that fail to
meet the requirements of prime farmland
but are still important to the production of
crops. Prime farmland can be observed in
Map 4: Soils and Geologic Features.

For more information on the Acton’s
Agricultural Commission please visit
https://www.acton-ma.gov/699/

For more information on Acton’s Right-
to-Farm Bylaw please visit https://
www.acton-ma.gov/DocumentCenter/

- - ?bi

In 2023, Acton’s Agricultural Commission
reported 979.5 acres of Acton were
farmlands, nearly 7.5 percent of the
Town’s total acreage. Of the 979.5 acres of
farmland, 758.22 are privately owned, 73.7
are Town-owned, and 147.6 are owned by
the Commonwealth. The agricultural use
of these farmlands varies from crops to
forestry, and equestrian to mixed animals.
Nearly a quarter of Acton'’s farmlands are

dedicated to crops, while roughly 5 percent
are mixed animal such as chickens, cattle,
and pigs. An estimated 13 percent are horse
or equestrian farms while a 57 percent
majority of farms are designated forestry.

Farmlands in Acton are currently protected
under six different methods using local and
state policies/tax programs. More than half
of all Acton farms are protected under the
Chapter 61-Forestry program. This program
applies to land growing forest products
including wood, timber, Christmas trees,
and other products produced by forest
vegetation. Additionally, properties
subscribing to the Chapter 61-Forestry
program are required to have an approved
ten-year forest management plan.

Nearly 30 percent of Acton’s farmlands
fall under Chapter 61A protection which
is defined by DCR as “land growing
agricultural or horticultural products,
including fruits, vegetables, ornamental
shrubs, timber, animals, and maple syrup”.
This program requires a minimum of

five acres which must have been used for
agriculture for at least two years prior to

applying.


https://www.acton-ma.gov/699/Agricultural-Commission
https://www.acton-ma.gov/699/Agricultural-Commission
https://www.acton-ma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/614/2022-General-Bylaws?bidId
https://www.acton-ma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/614/2022-General-Bylaws?bidId
https://www.acton-ma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/614/2022-General-Bylaws?bidId

Wetherbee Conservation Land Photo by Paul Villanova
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Eleven percent of Acton’s farmlands are
protected under a Conservation Restriction
(CR). A CR is defined by the Division

of Conservation Services as “a legally
enforceable agreement whose purpose is
to ensue permanent protection of specific
conservation values while permitting
limited land uses consistent with the
protection of said conservation values.”
This form of protection is granted in
perpetuity and requires two different
parties be involved in its management: a
grantee and a grantor. Additionally, a CR is
a permanent deed restriction.

A small portion (0.08 percent) of Acton'’s
farmlands subscribe to another form

of agricultural protection known as
Agricultural Preservation Restriction
(APR). The Massachusetts Department of
Agricultural Resources states that APR

is a “voluntary program” that enables
agricultural land to remain preserved

as its current land use and prevents

the development of the land for non-
agricultural purposes. The program offers
to compensate farmers the “difference
between the ‘fair market value’ and ‘the
agricultural value’” of their farmland

in order to create a permanent deed

Environmental Inventory and Analysis

restriction that would prevent any uses of
the land that negatively impact its present
and future agricultural viability. Stonefield
Farm is the only known farmland in Acton
to have adopted such a protection which
was a result of the 2014-2021 Open Space

& Recreation Plan goal to conduct an
appraisal for the property.

The last two forms of protection that
Acton’s farmlands fall under are: Planned
Conservation Residential Community
(PCRC) and Article 97 of the Public Lands
Preservation Act. The latter is in relation
to Wetherbee Conservation Land which
has an allowed use of agriculture on 31
acres of its roughly 70 acres of land. The
former refers to a subdivision in which a
common space is established that can be
used for agriculture following the decision
of residents.

Based on the statistics provided above,
nearly 57 percent of farmland in Acton has
one or more of the above protections placed
on their property. It is important to note
that not all protections are permanent, but
rather could leave a farmland unprotected
if the current owner decides to remove its
legal designation.

In reference to sustainable and best
management practices for farming, farmers
and farmland owners should follow local,
regional, national, and globally endorsed
and recognized entities for guidance.

The Massachusetts Audubon provides
information on the importance of
pollinators for farms and gardens.

The Mass Dept of Agricultural Resources
provides multiple guides for Agricultural
Best Management Practices (BMPs).

The USDA provides access to grants and
support for sustainable agriculture.

Wetland vegetation

Massachusetts DEP’s “Handbook for
delineation of Bordering Vegetated
Wetlands” describes the process for
identifying wetlands and provides a list of
common wetland plants from the Army
Corps of Engineers National Wetland Plant
List. Wetlands are considered sources

of abundant biodiversity because they

are home to both terrestrial and aquatic
species. Among these inhabitants are
species known as hydrophytes, which are
specifically adapted plants that thrive in
hydric soils (characteristic wetland soil).



In Acton, wetland habitat and vegetation
are protected under the Town of Acton'’s
Wetland Protection Bylaw. The Bylaw
protects various vegetated wetland
environments such as marshes, swamps,
wet meadows, and bogs. According to
BioMap, Acton has 278 acres of wetland
core habitat, 505.7 acres of wetland

core buffer, 463.5 acres of local wetland
buffer, and 416.6 acres of local wetlands.
Throughout the Town of Acton, wetland
vegetation can be observed in numerous
spaces, however, at the Acton Arboretum’s

wetland species have been specifically

cultivated and sustained as a model for

visitors to view and learn from. These

species include:

boneset (Eupatorium perfoliatum)
cinnamon fern (Osmunda cinnamomea)
New York aster (Aster novi-belgii)

blue vervain (Verbenna hastatal)
grass-leaved goldenrod (Solidago uliginosa)

Joe-pye-weed (Eupatorium maculatum)

E ./

- jewelweed (Impatiens capensis)

- reed-canary grass (Phalaris arundinacea)

tussock sedge (Carex crinita)
- sensitive fern (Onoclea sensibilis)

- skunk cabbage (Symplocarpos foetidus).

Rare species (vegetation)
The Massachusetts Natural Heritage and

Endangered Species Program (NHESP) lists
only one plant in Acton as protected under
the Massachusetts Endangered Species Act

cented.fern- Photo by Peter Norton
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(MESA). The dwarf mistletoe, Arceuthobium
pusillum, a Species of Special Concern,

was last observed in Acton in 1898. The
15th Edition of the Natural Heritage Atlas
released in August 2021 features a map of
Acton’s priority habitats and estimated
habitats of rare species and rare wildlife
(Map 4A: Natural Heritage and Endangered
Species Program).

The Environmental Protection Agency
lists federally endangered and threatened
species for Middlesex County. Small
whorled pogonia is the only plant listed

as threatened. The United States Fish and
Wildlife Service provides a list of species
for the State of Massachusetts that are
registered under the Endangered Species
Act: American chaffseed (Endangered),
Northeastern bulrush (Endangered),
Sandplain gerardia (Endangered), Seabeach
amaranth (Threatened), and the previously
mentioned, Small whorled pogonia
(Threatened).

Another relied upon resource for data

on endangered species comes from the
collaborative effort between The Nature
Conservancy and the Massachusetts
Division of Fisheries and Wildlife: BioMap.

Environmental Inventory and Analysis

This tool provides in-depth geographical
information about critical species and
habitat distribution throughout the
Commonwealth. According to BioMap,
Acton is home to 1,024.5 acres of rare
species core and 1,746.6 acres of local rare
species core (Map 4B: BioMap 1 - Critical
Natural Landscape and Core Habitat
Components & Map 4C: BioMap 2 —
Regional and Local Level Components).

Town vegetation management

Vegetation management activities
undertaken by the Town include programs
geared to developed areas, such as
roadsides, and also undeveloped areas, such
as Conservation Lands. Management of
vegetation in developed areas is performed
by the Town of Acton Department of Public
Works (DPW). Management of vegetation
in Conservation Lands is overseen by the
Conservation Commission and carried out
by multiple parties including the Land
Stewardship Committee, DPW, and/or

the Conservation Division. In December
2020, the DPW released the Town of

Acton, Massachusetts Five Year Vegetation
Management Plan 2021-2025. A summary of
the plan is provided below:

The Vegetation Management Plan (VMP)
provides a 5-year program for managing
vegetation within the Town of Acton’s
“municipal Rights-of-Way (ROW) as defined
under 333 CMR 11.02. ROW is defined as “any
roadway, or throughway, on which public
passage is made and any corridor of land over
which facilities such as railroads, powerlines,
pipelines, conduits, channels or communication
lines or bicycle paths are located and thus
includes roads, curbing, sidewalks, medians,
traffic islands, and bicycle paths within the
Town". Within the VMP is a framework for an
Integrated Vegetation Management (IVM)
program. The IVM incorporates requlatory

and industry standards to manage specific
vegetation along with minimizing herbicide
use, promoting public safety, and protecting the
environment. The goal of the VMP is quoted

as “to ensure that vegetation management
along public ways is carried out in an effective,
safe, and environmentally sound manner.”

For more information on the VMP please
visit: https://www.mass.gov/doc/town-of-

Other vegetation management activities
undertaken by the Town include:

- Roadside mowing — Road shoulders are
mowed on an annual basis, providing


https://www.mass.gov/doc/town-of-acton-vmp-2021-2025/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/town-of-acton-vmp-2021-2025/download

for traffic visibility while allowing
wildflowers to flourish.

Street tree maintenance — Public shade
trees, as defined under MGL Chapter

87, are pruned and cared for, to provide
for safety and aesthetic quality. Dead or
structurally unsound trees are removed
as public hazards. Acton’s Department
of Public Works oversees post-storm
clean-up.

Trail Storm Clean-up — A group of
volunteer land stewards, sawyers, actively

Stoneymeade Conservation Land Photo by Nick Terry

mobilize following storm events and
reports of trees blocking or posing a
threat to trails. These volunteers are
trained and supported by the Acton
Conservation Division. Typically, Town
Staff will aid whenever possible during
the trail clearing process.

Poison ivy control — The Town conducts
a very limited poison ivy spray program
along the roadsides and hiking trails to
allow the public to safely use those areas.
Determination of herbicide use follows

the framework and process defined in the
Vegetation Management Plan.

Wildlife openings — Any open fields on
conservation lands are mowed each fall
with a brush hog to keep the fields open
and provide a diversity of habitat. As time
allows, new fields are also placed on the
annual mowing schedule. Six meadows
are co-managed by Conservation staff,
DPW staff, and volunteers based on the
2013 Meadow Management Plans created
by Oxbow Associates. These include
meadows at NARA, Stoneymeade, Heath
Hen Meadow, Grassy Pond, and Jenks
conservation lands, as well as three areas
at Morrison Farm. The two primary goals
of these plans are to maximize diversity
of native flora associated with early
successional communities, and minimize
or eradicate invasive flora. Other habitat
goals of these plans are to establish and
maintain the aesthetic appeal of the
management area; provide recreational
and/or agricultural activities; and
establish a mosaic of different types of
meadow habitats.

Invasive Species Management —
Management of invasive species
continues to involve local knowledge
and locally-led efforts by the Land
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Red Tailed Hawk Photo by Bret Hekking

Stewardship Committee and Town

Staff. The dynamic nature of invasive
species has led to sporadic efforts to
manage localized outbreaks or hotspots
of dense populations of invasive species.
Discussions of a unified approach to
invasive species on Conservation Lands
are ongoing. In 2023, a member of Acton’s
Conservation Division was elected to

the SuAsCo CISMA Steering Committee
to help coordinate and lead regional
efforts to tackle invasive species. Aquatic
invasive species such as the water
chestnut, has prompted the Conservation
Division and the Conservation
Commission to work collaboratively with
SuAsCo Cooperative Invasive Species
Management Area (CISMA) and OARS

to schedule hand pulling for volunteer
workdays. Hand-pulling of water
chestnut began on Ice House Pond during
the summer of 2011 and has continued

as recently as September 2023 with the
removal of an estimated 16,400 plants

by 41 volunteers and staff. 2024 Water
Chestnut pulls are being coordinated
with OARS and the Acton Conservation
Division.



E. FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE

General Inventory

The Massachusetts Natural Heritage and
Endangered Species Program (NHESP)
produced the first BioMap and Living
Waters plans in 2001 and 2003. It is
considered an ongoing inventory of
critically important habitats and species
distribution across the Commonwealth.
BioMap 2 was issued in 2010 and the most
recent BioMap was released in November
2022. BioMap is the result of data from

the NHESP as well as a collaborative

effort between MassWildlife and The
Massachusetts Chapter of The Nature
Conservancy (TNC). The data is displayed
as an interactive mapping tool that
highlights “Core Habitat” and “Critical
Natural Landscape”, with the new addition
of “Local and Regional Components,” which
complement the data.

To read in-depth descriptions about the

components please visit https://storymaps.
. lecti ~cedoocb8864d

21 =1.

For an interactive view of the data lay-
ers please visit https://gis.eea.mass.gov/
] wel . index html?

id=e2b6c291e0294c3281488621aaa095bf
and search “ACTON".

The 2022 BioMap provides acreage of

each component for Core Habitat, Critical
Natural Landscape, Local Components, and
Regional Components in their “BioMap
Town Report: Acton.” BioMap also provides
the percentage of land that is protected

for each component. The Town of Acton is
a total 12,989.0 acres and BioMap reports
2,496.8 acres or 19.2% of that total area are
“Open Space Protected”.

The BioMap Town Report: Acton can be

access at this link: https://www.mass.gov/

Each component is further detailed below:

Core Habitat is defined by BioMap as
“areas that are critical for the long-term
persistence of rare species, exemplary
natural communities, and resilient
ecosystems.” (Map 4B: BioMap 1 - Critical
Natural Landscape and Core Habitat
Components)

- Rare Species Core — areas vital to
sustaining long-term conservation of the
Commonwealth’s most vulnerable species
and their habitats

. Forest Core — intact forested
environments free from roads and
development that act as refuges for
animals and plants

- Aquatic Core — rivers, streams, ponds,
and entire lakes with the highest native
fish and freshwater mussel species
diversity, rare-species habitat, as well
as floodplains/wetlands which play
an active role in supporting the rich
ecosystem of freshwater species

- Wetland Core — composed of the most
intact and least disturbed wetlands and
buffers which provide unique habitat
for specially adapted species which in
turn create highly resilient and robust
ecosystems

+ Vernal Pool Core — the most
interconnected clusters of small seasonal
wetlands that swell with water in the
autumn or winter and typically dry up
by the end of summer; these provide
critical species such as amphibians and
invertebrates with breeding grounds free
from fish predators

« Priority Natural Communities — habitats
or environmentally specific locations that
are rare and exemplary for both common
and rare species which includes 106

The Town of Acton 2024-2031 Open Space and Recreation Plan
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types of upland, freshwater wetland, and
coastal salt marshes/wetlands

Critical Natural Landscapes are large
landscape blocks and buffers that

are identified based on areas that are
minimally impacted by development
and support habitat, ecological processes
and connectivity, and which provide
ecological resilience (Map 4B: BioMap

1 - Critical Natural Landscape and Core
Habitat Components). The overall
Critical Natural Landscape parameter is
composed of five elements: Landscape
Blocks, Coastal Adaptation, Tern Foraging,
Aquatic Buffer, and Wetland Buffer.

For more information these elements
please visit the BioMap Components
website: https://storymaps.arcgis.com/
collections/7cedoosb87864d32987cn1

?. =

Local and Regional Components are

the newest addition to BioMap and are
localized additions to the Core Habitat and
the Critical Natural Landscape categories
(Map 4C: BioMap 2—Regional and Local
Level Components). This category is
further separated into seven components
to enhance conservation of habitats at the
municipal scale. These include:

Environmental Inventory and Analysis

Local Landscapes — Most intact natural
areas within each city and town

Local Wetlands — Resilient wetlands in
less developed areas of each municipality

- Local Wetland Buffers — Intact habitat

surrounding wetlands which supports
connectivity and ecological systems

Local Rare Species — Habitats within
each municipality that provide for highly
vulnerable and imperiled species

Local Aquatic Habitats — Areas in each
city and town with an above average

Slaty skimmer dragon fly Photo by Peter Norton

population of native fish and freshwater
mussel that contribute to species
diversity

Local Aquatic Habitats Buggers — Intact
habitat surrounding Aquatic Habitats
which serve biological functions and
habitat connectivity

Local Vernal Pools — Vernal pool clusters
that enable critical breeding habitats
with each city and town

Regional Rare Species were included to
demonstrate the regional or migratory


https://storymaps.arcgis.com/collections/7ced005b87864d32987c11b48a6339d7?item=2
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/collections/7ced005b87864d32987c11b48a6339d7?item=2
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/collections/7ced005b87864d32987c11b48a6339d7?item=2

rare species that inhabit the environment
and geography of Massachusetts and the
Northeastern United States.

In the following charts is the reported
acreage of each BioMap component and
their corresponding percentage. The
components can be viewed as layers for the
Town of Acton on the map labeled “Map
4B: BioMap - 1 Critical Natural

Landscape and Core Habitat Components”
and “Map: 4C: BioMap 2 — Regional and
Local Components” in the Maps Section.
Note that many of the components overlap
therefore the grand total may not reflect
the sum of the individual components.

BioMap Core Habitat

1,848.4 acres or 14.2% of Acton. BioMap
indicates 808.6 acres or 6.2% of Core
Habitat is currently protected.

BioMap Core Habitat Acres

Rare Species Core 1024.50
Wetland Core 278.00
Vernal Pool Core 922.70
Aquatic Core 687.60
Priority Natural

Communities Core EOElD

Biomap Critical Natural Landscape
4,233.3 acres or 15.2% of Acton. BioMap
reports 764.8 acres or 5.9% of Critical
Natural Landscape is currently protected.

Critical Natural Landscape Acres

Aquatic Core Buffer 1,116.2
Wetland Core Buffer 505.7

BioMap Local Components —

4,233.3 acres or 32.6% of Acton. BioMap
shows 1,460.7 acres or 11.2% of Local
Components are currently protected.

Local Components Acres

Local Landscapes 2,244
Local Wetland 416.6
Local Wetland Buffer 463.5
Local Rare Species 1,746.6
Local Aquatic Habitats 412.3
Local Aquatic Habitat Buffer 852.7
Local Vernal Pools 152.7

BioMap Regional Components
119.8 acres or 0.9% of Acton. BioMap
displays 10.7 acres of 0.1% of Regional
Components are currently protected.

Acres
119.8

Regional Components
Regional Rare Species Core

The Town of Acton 2024-2031 Open Space and Recreation Plan

Vernal pools

Vernal pools are small seasonal ponds

that often are not connected to streams

or other water bodies. Thus, they depend
on groundwater, snowmelt, and rainwater,
and usually become dry by late summer.
Twenty-five NHESP Certified Vernal

Pools and 142 “potential vernal pools”

are identified on the Map 4A: Natural
Heritage and Endangered Species Program.
Vernal pools are critical habitats for a wide
variety of wildlife, including salamanders
and wood frogs, which migrate in the
spring from surrounding forested uplands
to these pools to breed. Ponds and vernal
pools also provide preferred habitat for the
following wildlife species: bullfrog, pickerel
frog, eastern painted turtles, little brown
bat, big brown bat, mink, and beaver.

Potential vernal pools are small
topographic depressions or small pockets
of suspected standing water identified
from topographic maps and aerial
photographs by NHESP as possible vernal
pool candidates. A vernal pool is certified
by NHESP following submission of
documentation that demonstrates that an
animal species that requires vernal pool
habitat is present. As indicated previously,
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the Town has, in the past, taken an active
role in certifying vernal pools throughout
the Town. Identification of these
resources helps manage adjacent areas to
protect these resources. Acton’s wetland
regulations provide protection for vernal
pools, regardless of their certification
status.

Wildlife migration corridors

The Nashoba Brook and Fort Pond Brook
watersheds serve as the main wildlife
migration corridors between Acton and
adjoining towns. Several transportation
corridors, most notably Routes 2 and 27,
well as developed areas, serve as barriers to
unrestrained migration.

Rare species

The Massachusetts Natural Heritage and
Endangered Species Program (NHESP)
lists nine species in Acton that have status
under the Massachusetts Endangered
Species Act (MESA). The 2020 list of rare
species published by NHESP lists the
occurrences of rare or endangered animals

in Acton with the date they were last noted.

The 15th Edition Natural Heritage Atlas
released August 2021 displays Estimated
Habitats of Rare Wildlife and Priority
Habitats of Rare Species, as indicated on

Environmental Inventory and Analysis

Map 4A: Natural Heritage and Endangered
Species Program. These areas are known
sites for rare or threatened species and
receive an extra degree of protection

from the Massachusetts Endangered
Species Act, administered by NHESP, and

the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection
Act, administered by DEP and the Acton
Conservation Commission. It is likely that
there are other important wildlife species
and habitats, and more vernal pools in
Acton that are as yet unmapped.

Volunteers and Zoo New England staff help build habitat for the Wood Turtle, a species listed as
Special Concern Status by the Massachusetts Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program




Vernal Pool at Bulette/Town
Forest Conservation Land
Photo by lan Bergemann

There are 9 species found in Acton are either threatened (T) or special concern status (SC).
The chart below provides the species name, last observed, and their current status.

Massachusetts Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program (NHESP)

Species Last Observed

Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) 2019 T
Vesper Sparrow (Pooecetes gramineus) 2003 T
Blue-spotted Salamander (Ambystoma laterale) 2019 SC
Bridle Shiner (Notropis bifrenatus) 2000 SC
Eastern Dwarf Mistletoe (Acreuthobium pusillum) 1898 SC
Eastern Pondmussel (Ligumia nasuta) 1999 SC
Frosted Elfin (Callophrys irus) 2008 SC
Twelve-spotted Tiger Beetle (Cicindela duodecimguttata) 1930 SC
Wood Turtle (Glyptemys insculpta) 2018 SC

Female Eastern Bluebird at Wright Hill Comservation Area Photo by Peter Norton
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According to the United States Fish and Wildlife Service there are 18 listed species within
Massachusetts that have a status as either “Threatened” (T) or “Endangered” (E). The chart below
provides the species name and status.

United States Fish and Wildlife Service

Species Status

Piping Plover (Charadrius melodus) T

Bog Turtle (Glyptemys muhlenbergii)

Rufa Red Knot (Calidris canutus rufa)

Northeastern Beach Tiger Beetle (Habroscelimorpha dorsalis dorsalis)

Puritan Tiger Beetle (Ellipsoptera puritana)

Seabeach amaranth (Amaranthus pumilus)

Small whorled pogonia (/sotria medeoloides)

American burying beetle (Nicrophorus americanus)

Northeastern bulrush (Scirpus ancistrochaetus)

Sandplain gerardia (Agalinis acuta)

Northern Long-Eared Bat (Myotis septentrionalis)

Hawksbill Sea Turtle (Eretmochelys imbricate)

Leatherback Sea Turtle (Dermochelys coriacea)

Rusty Patched Bumble Bee (Bombus affinis)

Plymouth Redbelly Turtle = Plymouth Redbelly Cooter (Pseudemys rubriventris bangsi)

Roseate tern (Sterna dougallii dougallii)

Dwarf wedgemussel (Alasmidonta heterodon)

m| m|m(m|m m{m|m(m[m|d|3[94|4|43|[4|4

American chaffseed (Schwalbea Americana)

Tobacco plant (Nicotiana tabacum)
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F. UNIQUE FEATURES

Number (if
applicable) Name Category  Address (if applicable)
Acton’s Villages: East Acton, North Acton, South Acton, West Acton C&H
Rail Trail: Assabet River Rail Trail (ARRT) Bruce Freeman Rail Trail (BFRT) C&H
Greenbelts: Fort Pond Brook and Nashoba Brook E
Scenic Roads (Solid pink lines on map. See Town Bylaws Chapter J) S
Historic Districts: Acton Centre, South Acton, West Acton C&H
1 “Gateway” Agricultural Fields S Route 2, School Street, Wetherbee Street intersection
2 Acton Arboretum C&H and E | 2 Taylor Road
B Assabet River Blue and Green Trail S Across from 308 High Street
4 Cemeteries: Forest, Mount Hope, and Woodlawn C&H 10 North Street, 166 Central Street, 104 Concord Road
5 Citizens' Library C&H 21 Windsor Avenue
6 Erikson Grain Mill C&H 113 Main Street
7 Exchange Hall C&H 2 School Street
8 Faulkner Homestead C&H 5 High Street
9 Geological Deposits - Eskers E Acton Arboretum, Bulette Land, Will's Hole
10 Grassy Pond Sand E 149 Newtown Road
11 Hosmer House C&H 300 Main Street
12 Ice House Pond E 120 Concord Road
13 Isaac Davis Trail C&H Begins at 31 Hayward Road
14 John Robbins House C&H 144 Great Road
15 Jones Taven C&H 128 Main Street
16 Maple Street C&H Maple Street
17 Memorial Library C&H 486 Main Street
18 Miracle Field C&H 75 Quarry Road
19 Morrison Farm C&H 116 Concord Road
20 Nagog Pond S Northwest Acton, bordering Littleton, MA
21 Nara Park C&H 25 Ledge Rock Way
22 Pope Road, Strawberry Hill Road, and Esterbrook Road S East Acton
23 Quaking Bogs E Acton Arboretum, Grassy Pond, and Will's Hole
24 Stonefield Farm C&H 91 Martin Street
25 Town Common C&H Main Street from aproximately Newtown Road to Nagog Hill Road
26 Town Hall C&H 472 Main Street
27 Trail Through Time (TTT) C&H 9 Carlisle Road
Key C&H Cultural and Historical Features S Scenic Features E Environmental Features
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Unique scenic features

STATE SCENIC LANDSCAPE INVENTORY
Acton has three areas listed as Distinctive
or Notable on the state’s Scenic Landscape
Inventory. One is Nagog Pond and its
shoreline. Another includes portions of
Pope, Strawberry Hill, and Esterbrook
roads. The third area is Grassy Pond, some
of which is conservation land, but much
of the shoreline is unprotected. For more
details, see “The Acton Reconnaissance
Report/Freedom’s Way Landscape

Inventory” online at https://www.mass.
gov/doc/acton/download.

SCENIC ROADS

Acton has a number of legally-protected
scenic roads. These roads were selected
for aesthetic elements such as significant
trees and stone walls that create unique

experiences for visitors and residents alike.

The numerous scenic roads in town can be
seen on Map 5: Unique Features. For more
information about how this unique scenic
feature is protected please see Chapter J:
Scenic Road Bylaw in the Acton General
Bylaws available at this link: https://

Environmental Inventory and Analysis

ROUTE 2 GATEWAY AGRICULTURAL FIELDS
The large agricultural areas flanking Route
2 near the Concord line provide open vistas
for those traveling on Route 2. These areas
are a unique combination of agricultural,
recreational, and scenic resources that
create a gateway as drivers enter Acton
from the east. Some of the fields have been
protected. For instance, one field is Town-
owned conservation land leased to the
state to grow corn and alfalfa for the dairy
herd maintained by the Department of
Corrections farm. All of the fields are zoned
conservation (ARC).

Aquatic overlooks

Throughout Acton, Conservation Lands
and publicly-accessed properties provide
scenic views of brooks, streams, wetlands,
and rivers. These aquatic overlooks provide
an immersive experience for visitors to
observe the abundant wildlife supported
by these highly dynamic ecosystems. Some
notable scenic aquatic overlooks are the
newly volunteer-built and CPC-funded
Heath Hen Meadow boardwalk bridge; the
nearly 425-foot Grassy Pond boardwalk
bridge; and the one-mile-out-and-back
Assabet River Blue & Green Trail. The
Heath Hen Meadow boardwalk bridge
provides a view of Heath Hen Meadow

Brook and the associated wetlands. There,
visitors can view beaver activity, native
wetland vegetation, and an array of native
wildlife. The Grassy Pond boardwalk
bridge enables individuals to enter a

dense wetland surrounded by red maples,
songbirds, and frogs. The Assabet River
Blue & Green Trail spans both boardwalk
bridges and river bank, allowing users to
be exposed to species in open river water
as well as those hiding in the riparian
vegetation. An observant visitor could spot
turtles basking on logs or herons stalking
their next prey in the shallows. These
aquatic overlooks are found in multiple
locations throughout Town and all provide
a unique scenic perspective into habitats
that are typically difficult to access.

Unique cultural and historical features

ACTON ARBORETUM

The Town acquired the Acton Arboretum
in 1976-77, formally established as an
arboretum in 1986. The 65-acre area boasts
numerous ecosystems including old apple
orchards, forests, meadows, wetlands,

and a bog. The Acton Arboretum attracts
all members of the community for both
recreation and volunteer opportunities,
through the Friends of the Acton


https://www.mass.gov/doc/acton/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/acton/download
https://www.acton-ma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/614/2022-General-Bylaws?bidId
https://www.acton-ma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/614/2022-General-Bylaws?bidId
https://www.acton-ma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/614/2022-General-Bylaws?bidId
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Arboretum. The trails are a mix of rustic
dirt paths within the forests and accessible
paved and stone dust paths reachable from
the parking area. In 2016, a collaborative
community effort resulted in the creation
of the China Trail Garden. This pathway
enables visitors to view favorite floral
specimens from Asia together with native

Accessible Visitor:Kiosk at the Acton Arboretum

species in this popular new garden. In

the summer of 2023, Dawn’s Pond was
completed through generous donations
and dedicated volunteers in memoriam of
Dawn Wang who was a devoted volunteer
and member of the Friends of the Acton
Arboretum Board. A small fish pond

with native species of aquatic plants

and animals offers visitors a close-up
experience of the inhabitants of Acton’s
waterways. The Acton Arboretum remains
a centrally located and extremely popular
space for residents and visitors to Acton.

HISTORIC DISTRICTS

In 1990 the Town voted to create three
historic districts: one in the Town Center,
West Acton, and South Acton. The Historic
District Commission is charged with
protecting “architecture and integrity”

of the historic districts, which consist of
residences and businesses of significant
architecture. While each of Acton’s three
districts contain distinct features, they
share qualities that create a cohesive sense
of place and history across Acton.

ERIKSON GRAIN MILL

On the north bank of Fort Pond Brook lies
the old sawmill lot for the current day
Erikson Grain Mill. Since the 1700s this
land has occupied milling operations which
eventually ceased in the late 1940s. It is

a small, grassy space used frequently by
walkers, with foot access along a short path
remaining from the original main road
dating before 1703. It crosses the brook over
a stone arch bridge dating from 1906.

The Town of Acton 2024-2031 Open Space and Recreation Plan
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FAULKNER MILL DAM
Faulkner Mill Dam was originally built
in 1702. In 1848 the original dam was
replaced. "The woolen industry centered
around the Faulkner Mills; one of the first
large-scale manufacturers of woolen cloth
in this country. Parts of that original mill
—Isabella Choate,

Acton Historical Society

still exist."

IRON WORK FARM

Located in South Acton, two unique
historic and cultural features encompass
the historic area known as Iron Work Farm:
1707 Faulkner Homestead and 1732 Jones
Tavern. Iron Work Farm was the original
name of the 1,000-acre operation and
became the location of the first village
settlement in Acton. The 1707 Faulkner
Homestead was built for Ephraim Jones

The John Robbins’ House is now restored as Powers Gallery in East Acton
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who founded an early textile business and
other mills in the area. This operation,

as well as others, became the origin for
settlers in Acton. The Faulkner Homestead
went on to house the West Acton Militia
during the Revolutionary War and was
among the many places visited by alarm
riders on April 18, 1775. Major Francis
Faulkner of the Faulkner Homestead led
the West Acton Militia to Concord’s North
Bridge to engage the advancing British
soldiers. Jones Tavern was originally built
as a home for Samuel Jones Jr. in 1732. By
1750, it became a tavern and general store.
It is believed to be among the first stores
in Acton and was considered the Town’s
longest established business, lasting 200
years under various owners and names.
Both properties are owned by Iron Work
Farm, a non-profit formed to rescue

Jones Tavern from demolition in 1964.
Today, Iron Work Farm hosts tours and
reenactments for preservation as a unique
geographic, cultural, and historical feature.

ISAAC DAVIS TRAIL

The Trail was listed on the National
Register in 1972, and is part of the April
19, 1775 “Line of March.” It runs along
portions of Hayward Road, Musket Drive,
Minuteman Road, Woodbury Lane, and



Main Street, as well as through some open
land, into Concord. Vistas, stone walls, and
roadside vegetation are a part of this trail’s
aesthetic.

JOHN ROBBINS HOUSE

Built in 1800, the country house exemplifies
late Georgian and early Federal country
architecture. It served as the farmhouse
for one of the town’s largest farms during
the 19th century. Noteworthy for its well-
maintained interior featuring original
woodwork and stencil work by Moses
Eaton, Jr., the house gained listing on the
National Register of Historic Places in
2003. Originating from a lottery sponsored
by Harvard College in the late 18th century,
the house remains the best-preserved
among four residences constructed in
Acton through this initiative. Following
extensive renovation, it now operates

as Powers Gallery, welcoming visitors

to appreciate its historical significance
Tuesday through Saturday.

HOSMER HOUSE

Constructed by Jonathan Hosmer in

1760, Hosmer House is notable for its
well-preserved saltbox architecture,
characterized by a rear lean-to roof design
and its rare double-house structure. It

exemplifies colonial architecture with
elements such as high-style Georgian
entries and multiple fireplaces crafted

by Jonathan Hosmer, Jr. Throughout its
history, the house has been associated with
prominent figures like Francis Tuttle, who
contributed to the town’s development.
Acquired by the Acton Historical Society
in 1974, it now operates as a museum,
preserving Acton’s colonial and federal
heritage for future generations. In 2002,
it was listed on the National Register of
Historic Places.

NATHANIEL ALLEN RECREATION AREA
(NARA)

In the mid-yos, the Town of Acton
purchased 40 acres of a former gravel pit in
the northern part of town to be used for a
back-up or second landfill. With increasing
regulation from the Federal Government
surrounding the development of landfills,
this proposal never occurred. By 1987, the
Town Engineering Department came up
with the idea of transforming the land into
a park and swimming hole. The Recreation
Commission presented the idea to the
Select Board and, with their endorsement,
the Town pursued and completed the plan.

The Town of Acton 2024-2031 Open Space and Recreation Plan

On September 18th, 1999, the grand
opening of NARA was held with bands,
food vendors, mural painting, boat
races, and a grand display of fireworks.
Since then, NARA has continued to be a
destination for recreation. It has become
a cultural hub for celebrations ranging
from personal events like birthdays and
weddings, to diverse community events
like Chinese Cultural Day and Sri Lankan
Day. In 2012, NARA was officially named
Nathaniel Allen Recreation Area after a
Civil War veteran and resident of Acton.
That same year, the Joseph Lalli Miracle

Field was completed, enabling children and
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adults the opportunity to play on an ADA-
compliant ball field. Today, NARA offers
local opportunities for swimming, summer
camps, concerts, fishing, soccer, and
baseball. As the community’s preferences
evolve towards different types of recreation,
NARA will evolve, with more opportunities
for diverse community members to feel
welcome to happily enjoy all that NARA
offers.

RAIL TRAILS

The Town of Acton has two prominent

rail trails that provide recreational and
transportation opportunities for residents
and visitors alike. The Bruce Freeman Rail
Trail spans 6.8 miles through the town,
offering a scenic route for walking, rolling,
jogging, biking, and rollerblading. This
multi-use trail follows the former rail bed
of the New Haven Railroad’s Framingham
and Lowell line, providing a picturesque
journey through woodlands, wetlands,

and urban areas. Additionally, the Assabet
River Rail Trail, extending 12.5 miles,
traverses Acton, serving as a vital link in
the regional trail network. Following the
abandoned Marlborough Branch Line of the
Boston and Maine Railroad, this trail offers
varying natural scenery and recreational
opportunities, including hiking, biking,

Environmental Inventory and Analysis

TOWN COMMON

Town Common includes “Meeting House
Hill,"” the site of the first meetinghouse

in Acton, which is now a small park and
wildflower garden maintained by the Acton
Garden Club. The wide grass expanses,
mature trees, historic homes and stone
monuments complete the “New England

Acton Town Hall Photo by Nora Masler

Acton Memorial Library was built in

1890. The architecture facing Main Street
has remained the same since its original
construction. In 1967, and again in 1996,
the library was expanded to accommodate
a growing population of curious readers
and seekers of knowledge. Additionally,



Fungi on tree Phtoto Nora Masler

the small playground located behind the
Library is a popular park that provides
handicapped-accessibility. The library
remains an historic icon of Acton'’s history
as a town dedicated to its community
members.

TOWN CEMETERIES

The Town Cemetery consists of three
locations throughout Acton: Forest
Cemetery, Woodlawn Cemetery, and Mt.
Hope Cemetery. One of the Town’s oldest
burial grounds and listed on the National
Register of Historic Places, Forest Cemetery,
purchased in 1737, was probably established
no later than 1750. It has more than 100
marked graves, with its oldest marked
stone dating from 1758. Due to its half-acre
size and historic significance, the Forest
Cemetery is no longer used. Woodlawn
Cemetery was established in 1737 with

a half-acre of land donated by Nathan
Robbins. By the 1890s, it had acquired 11.5
more acres. Today it contains just over

70 acres with an estimated 25 acres in

use. The Woodlawn Cemetery features an
historic stone chapel built in 1936 and its
oldest marked stone is dated 1743. Mt Hope
Cemetery was created in 1848 and has a
total of 85.75 acres with roughly 15 acres

in use. This is the youngest cemetery and

contains the largest acreage. Mt. Hope
Cemetery also has an historic chapel built
around the early 1900s, with its oldest
marked stone dating from 1762.

TRAIL THROUGH TIME

The Trail Through Time (TTT) is a two-
mile historic and bi-cultural heritage trail
funded by the Community Preservation Act
and completed in 2020. The TTT enables
visitors to navigate a trail adjacent to
Nashoba Brook and witness remnants of
three periods of land use. The trail contains
stone structures from pre-historic, colonial,
and industrial times. Interpretive panels
along the trail and a large-scale kiosk at
the trail head on Wheeler Lane inform

the public of the area’s significance. This

is also the site of the Thomas Wheeler,

Jr. farmstead and cattle pens, 1730s grist
mill, and saw mills. Along the trail, visitors
encounter ceremonial stone piles with
Native American origins, grouped into
clusters. These are named Prince Pine
Stone Piles Cluster, Blueberry Stone Pile
Cluster, Plantain Stone Piles Cluster, and
the Pipsissewa Stone Piles. The Nashoba
Brook Stone Chamber, Pencil Factory

Site, and the Pest House Foundation are
also notable sites along the trail. For

more information and a map on the Trail

The Town of Acton 2024-2031 Open Space and Recreation Plan
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Through Time please visit https://trails.

Unique environmental features

QUAKING BOGS

There are three large quaking bogs,

or peat lands, in Acton, located at the
Arboretum, Grassy Pond and Will’s Hole.
These areas are home to many bog plants,
including sphagnum moss, pitcher plants,
sundew, black spruce and tamarack. The
Arboretum’s bog is owned entirely by

the Town and is home to a wide variety

of acid-loving plants. While several
species of sphagnum blanket the bog,
leatherleaf and northern pitcher plants

are also common. This is one of only a few
locations in Town where poison sumac can
be found. A boardwalk traverses the bog
and is a favorite stop for school groups and
nature lovers.

Grassy Pond exhibits bog-like
characteristics, and has been identified

in the past by the Natural Heritage and
Endangered Species Program (NHESP)

as being “worthy of protection”. About one
third of the shoreline is Town conservation
land, and a considerable amount of the
watershed for this pond is also Town-
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Northern Green Frog spotted at Grassy Pond Conservation land Photo by lan Bergemann

owned. With a pH of 5.5, the water is not
extremely acidic, and has a considerable
fish and aquatic flora population.

Completely on Town conservation land,
Will’s Hole looks very much like the classic
quaking bog. Rather than springs, a small
stream supplies a portion of the bog water.
A mat of sphagnum moss surrounds the
bog and the surrounding upland supports
black spruce, larch, and swamp azalea.

ICE HOUSE POND

This historic millpond is an impoundment
of Nashoba Brook and part of the Nashoba
Brook greenbelt. Its unique history as

one of the longest running ice harvesting
operations in Acton is still observed today
through a preserved foundation and
informational kiosks. It’s believed to have
provided ice from the 1880s to the later
1950s, when home refrigerators began to
dominate the market. The Town owns the
pond bottom and the entire shoreline,


https://trails.actonma.gov/trail-through-time/
https://trails.actonma.gov/trail-through-time/

enabling public access to continue for this
unique feature. Ice House Pond is located
in a highly visible area close to the heavily-
populated areas of Acton Center and the
East Acton Village. Pond visitors may enjoy
various recreational opportunities such as
fishing, hiking, birding, picnicking, paddle
boarding, kayaking, and canoeing. Ice
House Pond is located adjacent to Morrison
Farm which contains hiking trails and a
community garden. Although it no longer
produces ice for the residents of Acton, Ice
House Pond is still a unique environmental
feature that supports diverse wildlife and
visitors.

GREENBELTS

The Town has identified two greenbelts
associated with the major watersheds

in Acton: Fort Pond Brook and Nashoba
Brook (Refer to Section 4E on Wildlife for
a complete description of these two water
basins). These greenbelts extend the full
length of each of these brooks. In the past,
several parcels of land abutting Fort Pond
Brook have been deeded to the Town for
conservation, including the Cunningham
land and Prescott land. In addition, the
back section of the Morrison property
which abuts Nashoba Brook is an important
part of the Nashoba Brook greenbelt. The

Ice House Pond Photo by Terence Lobo

back of the property is currently classified quarries, located off Quarry Road, was
as general municipal property. privately purchased. Granite there is once
again being used in Acton, this time as
GEOLOGICAL DEPOSITS material for sculpture. Rich gravel deposits
Acton has a rich history of utilizing its resulting from the last continental glacial
granite deposits to produce products period 10,000 years ago may be found
shipped around the northeast for building throughout Acton. Other gravel deposits
construction. Throughout much of North in the form of eskers are also prevalent.
Acton, evidence of these open pit gravel Three notable eskers on publicly-owned

quarries can be seen. The largest of the
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Walkway bridge over wetland area in the Acton Arboretum is used in every season

land are the esker at Wills Hole/Town
Forest; the esker in the Acton Arboretum;
and the esker on the Bulette land near
Route 2. Acton’s conservation lands feature
numerous “egg rocks,” or glacial erratics,
which are large boulders deposited by
receding glaciers.

G. ENVIRONMENTAL CHALLENGES

The scales of climate change

Climate Change has been mentioned
throughout this text in relation to specific
section themes; however, this section will

Environmental Inventory and Analysis

focus on the environmental challenges

of climate change on the Town of Acton’s
open space and recreational resources.

To address the scope of climate change,
the challenges are framed at various
scales such as global, national/regional,
statewide, and local. Though climate
change impacts are accumulative and do
not occur in insolation from each other, we
discuss them individually here, to provide
detailed context of the localized impact.
The specific environmental challenges
described are increased temperature,

precipitation and extreme weather events,
as well as biodiversity loss.

Increased temperature, precipitation, and
extreme weather events

The Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) released the Sixth
Assessment Report on March 2023 and
global surface temperature was estimated
to be 1.1°C above temperatures recorded
during 1850-1900. The report confirmed
that observed warming is directly related
to greenhouse gases (GHG) concentrations
in the Earth’s atmosphere. As a result,
both hot extremes and cold extremes are
becoming more frequent and more intense
since the 1950s, while cold extremes
(including cold waves) have become less
frequent and less severe.. The frequency
and intensity of heavy precipitation events
have also increased, along with extreme
weather events. Droughts in some regions
of the planet have similarly increased.

The United States’ Fifth National Climate
Assessment was released in November
2023 and reported a national increase in
annual air temperature with most regions
experiencing increases in annual and
heavy precipitation. Similar to the JPCC
report, the U.S. is experiencing increased



frequency, intensity, and duration of
extreme heat while extreme cold events
have declined. Extreme weather events like
drought, flooding, wildfires, and hurricanes
are also becoming more common and
formidable across the country.

At a regional scale, the Northeast will be
confronted with more extreme or heavy
precipitation events and heatwaves. This
has already led to severe and frequent
flooding throughout the region, most
recently observed in 2023 with devastating
flood events in Vermont, Maine, and
Massachusetts. Conversely, heatwaves
within this region are lasting longer and
are more intense, resulting in summertime
droughts. These may have an adverse
health impact on humans and drastic
impacts on species relying on seasonal
freshwater resources like vernal pools or
wetlands.

The State of Massachusetts’ Resilient Mass
database about climate change impacts
confirms the eight warmest years on record
for the Commonwealth have occurred

in the last 20 years. Due to warming,
winter snow-fall will increasingly become
rainfall which will cause decreases in

the spring snowmelt necessary to
replenish aquifers and lower spring
river flows for aquatic ecosystems.
Seasonally, spring and winter months
are expected to have increases in
precipitation, while summer and
fall will have more consecutive

dry days. In the past 30 years,
Massachusetts has seen the highest
amount of precipitation on record
since measurements began. The
overall intensity and frequency of
downpours is projected to increase
and will lead to widespread flooding
with significant impacts on both
infrastructure and ecosystems.

At the local scale, the Town of Acton
is likely to experience increased
frequency of extreme weather events
such as “25-year storm,” “50-year
storm,’, and “100-year storm.” Local
average annual air temperature will
continue to rise, leading to less snow
and therefore less capacity to store
water. As a result, drought events
may become more common. Seasonal
changes will also be delayed as a
result, which may cause delays in
bloom times for local species and a

Storm debris blocks access road to
Camp Acton Conservation Land
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longer growing season. All together, these
changes will have a significant impact on
the human and wildlife communities of
Acton. The Open Space and Recreation Plan
highlights the challenges of a changing

a climate and aims to provide a path for

the Town to mitigate and adapt to rising
air temperatures, increased precipitation,
and the frequency/intensity of extreme
weather events.

Global and local biodiversity loss

The IPCC'’s Sixth Assessment Report explains
global biodiversity loss as a result of
increases in the magnitude of heat
extremes and mass mortality events on
land and in the ocean. Extreme weather
events also drive mass mortality events
as species are unable to escape increasing
flooding, wildfires, tropical cyclones,
coastal storms, and droughts. The Report
also details the recent trend in species
migration due to climate change such as
species shifting polewards or higher for a
cooler environment.

On a national level, the Fifth National
Climate Assessment reports the same trends.
Species are being impacted by increasing
temperatures and intensifying extreme
events which reduce biodiversity and cause
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species to shift distribution ranges. Equally,
stressors like habitat fragmentation

and degradation combined with climate
change are accelerating biodiversity loss,
prompting species that cannot easily
relocate or are highly temperature-
sensitive to face extinction risks. Seasonal
changes which indicate biological processes
like hibernation or mating no longer match
a dependent organism’s needs like food or
fresh water availability. Invasive species

are also impacted by climate change both
negatively and positively. Some invasive
species are outcompeting natives because
they tend to tolerate or more rapidly adapt
to changing conditions. Two examples of
invasive species observed in the Northeast
and Acton that will benefit from climate
change are hemlock woolly adelgid, and
Eurasian watermilfoil. Hemlock woolly
adelgid is an insect pest that will spread
northward with warmer winters and
threaten eastern hemlock tree populations.
Eurasian watermilfoil tends to outcompete
native aquatic plants in warmer conditions.
However, many invasive plants and
vertebrates may experience decreased
ranges as a result of climate change.

In December 2022, the Massachusetts
Climate Change Assessment was released

and identified four major climate change
impacts for the natural environment
sector: Freshwater Ecosystem Degradation;
Marine Ecosystem Degradation; Coastal
Wetland Degradation; and Forest Health
Degradation. The first impact mentions
that the majority of cold-water habitats
across the State are expected to change to
warm-water habitats, at least seasonally.
Warmer conditions within waterways,
lakes, or ponds may lead to harmful algal
blooms that can threaten native aquatic
species and entire ecosystems. The second
and third sectors are not relevant to the
Town of Acton as they occur along marine
and coastal environments; however,
oceanic conditions will impact localized
weather patterns. The fourth impact, Forest
Health Degradation, warns of increasing
temperatures and precipitation that will
make forests vulnerable to increased pest
occurrence, more frequent and intense
storms, and increased wildfire risk, leading
to decline in forest health/habitat and
loss of critical carbon sequestration. Soil
erosion was another identified impact

as extreme precipitation may lead to
increased erosion, in general, and along



Dedicated Sawyer, Dale Chayes, clears massive tree blocking trail at Great Hill Conservation Land
Photo by lan Bergemann

stream and river beds. Erosion can dislodge
native vegetation and spread invasive
species such as the invasive phragmites.

The localized impacts of Climate Change
relating to biodiversity within the Town

of Acton presented in the July 2022 ActOn
Climate: The Road to a Resilient Net Zero Future
echo the observations of climate change
impacts at the regional, national, and
global scale such as increased annual air
temperatures and number of hot days per
year, increased annual precipitation, and
extreme weather events. Changes in local
environmental conditions will increase the
risk of new species introductions, leading
to more competition with native species.
The consequence are losses in biodiversity
and culturally important species. In 2023,
the State’s MDAR Invasive Pest Dashboard
reported the invasive Spotted Lantern

Fly in Middlesex County and neighboring
towns of Acton. The biodiversity of

Acton faces a cumulative change as both
temperature and weather patterns will
cause seasonal climatic observations to
become less consistent. This will negatively
impact species that rely on seasonal
changes for their biological cycles, such as
spawning or migration. This OSRP takes
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into account the need to address climate
change impacts through a list of actions
including enhancing local biodiversity,
managing invasive species, prioritizing and
protecting open space, and educating and
engaging the community about localized
climate action.

Hazardous waste and brownfield sites
Hazardous material releases are reported
to the Massachusetts Department of
Environmental Protection (Mass DEP)
and the Town of Acton Board of Health
per Massachusetts General Laws Chapter
21E and associated regulations (the
“Massachusetts Contingency Plan”).

The regulations define the assessment,
reporting, and remediation requirements
for releases of hazardous materials to the
ground and subsurface. This includes the
notification of abutters or other potential
receptors.

All known hazardous materials release
sites in the Town of Acton have been
remediated or are currently undergoing
evaluation and/or remediation. The
Massachusetts Executive Office of Energy
& Environmental Affairs’ (EEA) “Waste
Site and Reportable Release Look-up”
database includes 147 listings for the

Environmental Inventory and Analysis

Town of Acton. These include all reported
hazardous material releases dating back to
1985, from small surface spills, cleaned up
immediately, to the ongoing investigations
and remediation activities at the WR Grace
site. Additionally, the online “Waste Site &
Reportable Releases” tool includes a map
of all the sites in Acton including: open
sites, closed sites, and closed sites with

use limitation. There are currently eight
open sites in Acton. The largest (by several
magnitudes) active hazardous materials
release site is the WR Grace site.

W. R. GRACE

In September 2013, the Town sued

W.R. Grace & Co. for shutting down a
groundwater treatment system designed
to address chemical contaminants from
its hazardous waste site. Despite receiving
conditional approval from the EPA, W.R.
Grace opted for “natural attenuation” to
address pollution. The Town’s lawsuit
argues that the shutdown violates its
groundwater cleanup standards bylaw,
crucial for its reliance on groundwater

for public drinking. Concentrations of
vinylidene chloride, a potential carcinogen,
exceeded by-law standards, extending the
contamination restoration period. In 2014,
the EPA conditionally approved Grace’s

shutdown request, requiring ongoing
monitoring to ensure compliance with
specified conditions.

In 2019, the EPA released a Fifth Five-Year
Review Report for the W.R Grace superfund
site. This review followed up on progress
made since the last report released in

2014. The 2019 Report concluded that the
two remaining Operable Units (OUs) are
short-term protection. OU 1 possesses an
Industrial Landfill that was closed with an
impermeable cap. A deed was filed with
the Registry of Deeds to regulate land use
on the landfill area. OU 3 has no current
exposure to contamination in groundwater
or sediment. However, the Acton Board of
Health has established an administrative
hold on the installation of private wells
within 500 feet of the current groundwater
contaminant plume. A sixth five-year
review report will be released in 2024-2025.

LANDFILLS

Located on Route 2, the only Acton Landfill
site began operating around 1927 and
closed in 1985. Part of the site is currently
the Town’s transfer station. The original
landfill area, stabilized, capped with clay,
and compacted, was transformed into a 5.5-
acre Solar Array installation in 2013.



The installation is comprised of over

6,000 panels that are producing over 32
megawatts of power in its 20-year lifespan.
The total greenhouse gasses (GHG) avoided
by the PV system on Acton’s landfill over
the same period is nearly 11,000 MtCOz2e
(metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalent).
According to the Environmental Protection
Agency GHG emissions calculator, this

is the same amount of GHG used to

power nearly 1,435 homes in the year

2021. It is also the same amount of carbon
sequestered in one year by approximately
12,843 acres of forest in one year..

Erosion

Acton has no specific large-scale erosion
issues. Localized erosion may be associated
with construction sites, but these are
generally overseen by local permitting
requirements. Although large-scale erosion
issues are not prevalent, increases in
rainfall and a lack of snowfall may lead to
significant flooding. As a result, erosion

of riverbanks and streambanks may
become more common. Trails may also
experience more erosion as the intensity
and frequency of downpours become more
common throughout the Commonwealth.

Chronic flooding

Acton has periodic flooding issues caused
by beaver dams but no chronic flooding

to date. The impact of beaver activity

on flooding is discussed in section 4.G
—Wildlife Management: Beavers. As
referenced previously, flooding events are
likely to increase as a result of climate
change impacts. Increased precipitation
and intensity and frequency of downpours
is expected to cause increased flooding
throughout the town and its open space
and recreational spaces. While beaver
populations play a significant role in
establishing wetlands, their dams can also
cause flooding to spread, which will be
exacerbated with increased precipitation.
Winter flooding may also become an issue
as snowfall is predicted to increasingly
become rainfall during the season.

Sedimentation

Acton has not experienced a significant
increase in the rate of sedimentation in
its watersheds. In large part, this results
from a rigorous catch basin cleaning
program each spring. In recent years
Acton has moved away from the use of
untreated sand and Sodium Chloride
(NaCl) for deicing roads during winter
months. The Town is now using a sand-

and-salt mix that is pre-treated with a
compound that significantly improves its
effectiveness in treating road surfaces.
The increased efficiency has allowed

for a significant reduction in per-storm
application tonnage.

In 2017, the Town of Acton’s Select Board
adopted the Stormwater Management and
Erosion & Sediment Control Regulations
Bylaw. Amended again in 2019, the Bylaw
established a procedure for processing
and administering Land Disturbance
Permits with the intent to provide

“design standards for erosion control and
stormwater management for regulated
land use activities.” The purpose of this
Bylaw was to add regulated protection of
the Town’s surface water, groundwater, and
wetlands from stormwater run-off.

In addition, the Acton Water District
performs a routine aggressive program of
water main flushing to combat sediment
buildup in the distribution system.

New development

New development can create a number of
environmental challenges, including water
quality and quantity issues, habitat loss and
fragmentation, and reduced wastewater
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Flooded boardwalk at Grassy Pond Conservation Land Photo by Ben Bluth
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Marsh sedge in the changing season Photo by Adrienne Fishman

treatment capacity. In recent years, Acton
has seen development in the form of
subdivisions, infill, and the expansion

of existing structures. This development
can impact open spaces and the natural
environment in town. Therefore, Acton
has a number of mitigation measures to
minimize and control these impacts. The
Town has approved projects that maximize
environmental protection through
stormwater management and cluster

development, which considers a parcel’s
natural resources and preserves them
for the benefit of the new development.
This recent development strategy can
be observed along Newtown Road on
Genevieve Lane, a clustered subdivision
that supports eight single family homes
and is adjacent to two Town-owned
Conservation Lands: Anderson and
Bulette/Town Forest Conservation Land.
It is expected, however, that development

pressure from both large and small projects
will continue, highlighting the importance
of establishing practices and processes that
protect critical environments..

Ground and surface water pollution, point
and non-point sources

The Acton Water District (AWD) produces
a water quality report annually, detailing
results of annual sampling for Acton’s
water supply. Acton’s water comes from

24 different wells from seven wellfields
located throughout town. Water is
pumped and delivered to treatment
facilities located in each wellfield. Then it
is sent to the distribution system which
provides clean water access to residents,
government buildings, businesses, and
schools. AWD tests for impurities and
contaminants, including: microbiological,
inorganic, pesticides, and herbicides,
organic chemical, and radioactive. The
testing frequency varies, depending on the
contaminant, AWD “collects 29 samples for
coliform bacteria each month, while more
unusual contaminants, such as pesticides,
are tested once every three years.”
Standards for water quality are based on
the Environmental Protection Agency,
Massachusetts’ laws and policies, such as
the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA). Most
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Turtle found at Guggins Brook Conservation Land Photo by lan Bergemann

recently, the Commonwealth has set a new
maximum containment level for per- and
polyfluoralkyl substances (PFAS).

Acton’s Stormwater Management and
Erosion & Sediment Control Regulations
Bylaw creates a uniform procedure

and process for administering Land
Disturbance Permits which are designed

to minimize and prevent interference of
the Town’s surface water, groundwater, and
wetlands.

Environmental Inventory and Analysis

Impaired water bodies: surface
water quality

In May 2023, the Final Massachusetts
Integrated List of Waters for the Clean Water
Act 2022 Reporting Cycle was released by the
Watershed Planning Program, Division of
Watershed Management, Bureau of Water
Resources, Massachusetts Department of
Environmental Protection. Four waters
located in Acton appear on the list and are
listed below with their description, size,
and uses attained:

1. Nashoba Brook —Is 1.40 miles and is a
Category 2 waters, meaning it has some
uses. Its attained use is “Fish, other
Aquatic Life and Wildlife.” The aquatic
life impairment classification of the
brook, linked to low fish numbers at
specific sampling points, is potentially
influenced by factors such as proximity
to Robbins Mill Pond, increased
ponding by beavers, extreme low
flows in the summer months, and its
classification as a “high stressed basin”
by the Massachusetts Department of
Conservation and Recreation. Notably,
the presence of a pollution-intolerant
fish species challenges the assumption
that polluted water is solely responsible
for the low fish counts.

2. Nagog Pond—Shared by Littleton/
Acton. 278.00 acres. Currently listed
under Category 3 waters with “no uses
assessed.”.

3. Assabet River—Route 27/62 to the
Powdermill Dam. It is 1.20 miles.
Currently under Category 5 waters
requiring “one or more Total Maximum
Daily Loads.” This suggests this
waterbody may need pollutant
reductions. Listed impairments for this
waterbody are: curly-leaf pondweed,



fantwort, water chestnut, dissolved
oxygen (meaning could be too low —
approaching hypoxia), Escherichia coli (E.
coli), other organics, unspecified metals
in sediment. The impaired classification
of the Assabet River is attributed to water
quality issues; noxious and non-native
aquatic plants; nutrient/eutrophication
problems; trash and debris, and the
prevalence of fish species moderately-to-
highly tolerant of pollution. Suspected
sources of impairment include upstream
point source discharges; sanitary

sewer overflows; and discharges from
multiple stormwater sewer systems.
Ongoing efforts by the state, including
the development of a total maximum
daily load (TMDL) for nutrients, and
initiatives by the Organization for the
Assabet, Sudbury and Concord Rivers
(OARS) contribute to river improvement
through assessments, public education,
and clean-up events.

4. Coles Brook—Headwaters are east of
Francine Road and intersect with Fort
Pond Brook. It is 2.00 miles. It is listed
under Category 5 waters, meaning it is
facing “one or more Total Maximum
Daily Loads”. Listed impairments are
Chloride and Escherichia Coli (E. Coli).

Invasive species

Invasive species management has
consistently been major task for Acton’s
open space and recreational areas. Part

of this effort is handled by dedicated
volunteers of the Land Stewardship
Committee, Friends of Acton Arboretum,
OARS, community members, and staff
from the Acton Conservation Division.

In the past, these stakeholders have worked
together to collaborate on educational
opportunities, volunteer workdays, and
long-term monitoring. Invasive species
management has evolved into a more
dynamic system in order to keep up with
an expanding trail system, increased trail
maintenance and acquisitions of open
spaces. Some of those actions being taken
are the following:

- Development of education and outreach
programs on invasive species and their
impacts to local ecosystems has begun
with a 2024 planned release; in order to
prepare community members with best
practices for removing and identifying
invasive species on their properties

- Land Stewardship Committee, Town Staff,
and volunteers continue to work together
on Conservation Lands identifying,
tracking, and removing various invasive
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species such as garlic mustard (Alliaria
petiolate), glossy buckthorn (Frangula
alnus), Japanese knotweed (Polygonum
cuspidatum), Norway maple (Acer
platanoides), multiflora rose (Rosa
multiflora), autumn olive (Elaeagnus
umbellata), oriental bittersweet (Celastrus
orbiculatus), Japanese barberry (Berberis
thunbergii), the invasive bush honeysuckle
species ( such as Lonicera tartarica, L.
morrowii, L. x bella) and others.

Beginning in 2011 and as recently as 2023,
dozens of volunteers, during multiple
sessions per year, hand-pull water
chestnut (Trapa natans) from Ice House
Pond using canoes and kayaks.

The Acton Conservation Commission
endorsed a series of Meadow
Management plans developed by Oxbow
Associates produced in 2013. This
involved targeting invasive plant species
by mowing, pulling, cutting, digging and
employing the “cut and dab” method of
herbicide application (when feasible).
This meadow management approach
has been extended to multiple other
meadows and continues to lead ongoing
conservation efforts.
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Sunrise Photo by Robyn Hall
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« In 2023 the Conservation Commission
and Acton Conservation Division rejoined
the regional invasive management group
called the SuAsCo CISMA (Sudbury,
Assabet, Concord Rivers Cooperative Invasive
Species Management Area) as a supporting
member and member of its steering
committee.

Wildlife management

DEER

The Massachusetts Division of Fisheries
and Wildlife (DFW) estimates the deer
population in the Commonwealth to be
more than 150,000. Despite a new annual
record in 2022 of 15,853 harvested deer,
populations exceed the ideal range of
12-18 deer per square mile in most of
central and western Massachusetts. In
eastern Massachusetts, where Acton is
located, 30 to 50 deer per square mile are
observed, significantly exceeding the DFW
management goal. This high population is
causing over-grazing in local forests and
fields, negatively impacting native plant
diversity and promoting non-native and
invasive species. The excessive browsing
particularly affects certain plants like
lady’s slippers while sparing others such
as European buckthorn. Overgrazing also

hinders tree regeneration and threatens
ground-nesting birds and mammals that
rely on the underbrush for protection.

The consequences of the large deer
population extend beyond ecological
impacts, including an association with
the rise in Lyme disease, encroachment
on residential yards and gardens, and an
increase in automobile/deer collisions.
DFW and other organizations are actively
studying deer overpopulation effects and
evaluating management methods. While
deer hunting is permitted on private
properties in Acton, some neighboring
communities are considering limited
hunting on conservation lands. Idylwilde
Farm in West Acton has successfully used
8-foot high fencing to protect crops.

Despite localized successes, the broad
geographical spread of high deer densities
suggests the need for a coordinated,
regional approach to deer management.

A range of solutions, including hunting,
fencing, and conservation efforts, may

be necessary to address the complex
challenges associated with deer
overpopulation.



BEAVER

Since the amendment of trapping laws in
1996, Acton has experienced a remarkable
surge in its beaver population, ushering
in transformative changes in riverine
ecosystems. The beavers’ impoundments
have had a positive impact on wildlife,
converting forested red-maple swamps into
open full-sun marshes. A notable example
is Conant Brook, which now features over
15 acres of open marsh, showcasing the
successional return facilitated by beaver
engineering.

The significance for wildlife is evident as
various species adapt to and thrive in these
altered habitats. The open marshes provide
unique ecological niches, supporting a

rich diversity of flora and fauna. Birds,
amphibians, and other wildlife find new
habitats and food sources, contributing to
increased biodiversity.

However, amidst these positive
developments, there is a nuanced challenge
linked to climate change. With increased
precipitation and extreme weather events,
and overwhelmed human-built stormwater
management systems, beaver dams have
contributed to widespread flooding. As

a result, expenses continue to rise from
an increase of human-beaver conflicts.
Solutions for these conflicts are various
and often unsustainable; such as beaver
trapping and the removal of dams from
culverts. Despite experimenting with
more sustainable methods like beaver
deceivers or pond-leveler devices, the
negative impacts, such as street and
septic system flooding, require immediate
action. Noteworthy success with beaver
deceiver devices has been observed on
conservation land. Likewise, many trails
have also required re-routes or rebuilding
to accommodate increased flooding. The
Town continues to address challenges,
recognizing the intersection of human
infrastructure, increased beaver activity,
climate change, and the imperative of
maintaining sustainable ecosystems for
the benefit of the diverse wildlife that calls
these areas home.

H. ENVIRONMENTAL EQUITY
Environmental equity is a fundamental
principle that underscores the Town of
Acton's commitment to ensuring fair
and just distribution of environmental
benefits and burdens across all segments
of the community. The Town recognizes
the importance of addressing disparities
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in access to natural resources, green
spaces and recreational opportunities

to create a more inclusive and resilient
community where every resident,
regardless of socioeconomic status

or background, can enjoy the benefits

of a healthy environment. In Acton,
certain populations, such as low-income
communities, people of color, and
marginalized groups, may lack equitable
access to green spaces and recreational
opportunities. Through targeted policies
and programs, the Town is working to
bridge these gaps and ensure that everyone
has the chance to benefit from our natural
resources.

Conservation and recreational areas

are generally distributed throughout
town, providing access to open spaces
and recreational opportunities for
residents across Acton. However, Map
5A — Distance from Recreation Facilities
shows the areas of Town which lay over 1
mile from a recreation facility. This map
should be referenced when considering
the location of new recreation offerings.
When determining the location of any
new facilities, the Town should consider
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the walkability of such facilities from
residential areas as well.

Another primary concern is the limited
accessibility for individuals with
disabilities. While the Town has made
improvements in locations like NARA and

Environmental Inventory and Analysis

Volunteers help remove thousands of invasive Water Chestnuts
from Ice House Pond in July 2024 Photo by lan Bergemann

the Arboretum, there is a recognition that
more comprehensive efforts are required
to address accessibility challenges Town-
wide. This includes prioritizing universal
design principles, conducting thorough
accessibility audits, upgrading facilities,
and collaborating with advocacy groups

to ensure a more inclusive and accessible
environment across all open space and
recreation areas. For more information
on the accessibility of open space and
recreation areas as well as planned
accessibility improvements see Section 12.

The Town's commitment to environmental
equity extends beyond physical access to
encompass meaningful engagement and
participation in decision-making processes.
This includes organizing culturally-
inclusive events in these spaces, and
consulting with cultural community groups
to better understand their specific needs
and desires for open space and recreation.
Through this outreach the Town will be
able to improve open space and recreation
offerings, ensuring that the conservation
and recreational areas are welcoming to
residents from all cultural backgrounds.

By integrating cultural inclusion into the
broader enhancement efforts, Acton can
create conservation and recreational areas
that truly serve the needs of its diverse
population.
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A. INTRODUCTION Table 5.1 Inventory of Lands of Conservation and Recreation Interest

Table 5.1 is a summary rollup of the ]

grouping of public and private open space Private Parcels Acres
lands in the Town of Acton. The sections Chapter 61 Forestry Land 409.92
that follow include detailed descriptions Chapter 61A Agricultural Land 164.41
and a breakdown of component parcels. Chapter 61B Recreation Land 31.66
Conservation Restrictions 449.3
B. PRIVATE PARCELS Public and Nonprofit Parcels
Conservation Areas 1875.0
Chapter 61, 61A, and 61B lands NARA Park 40.0
In Fiscal Year 2021, a total of 606 acres Athletic Fields and Playgrounds 30.0
of Acton’s open space fell under Chapter Morrison Farm 32.0
61, 61A and 61B tax classifications. These Acton Town Common 10.0
state statutes allow for reduced real estate Municipal Facilities West Acton Village Triangle 0.1
taxes in exchange for keeping the land East Acton Village Green 0.6
u » . . School Department Fields and Playgrounds 66.0
open” for forestry, agricultural, or private
. . Water District Lands 476.89
recreational use. Chapter 61 applies to
) Cemetery Lands Woodlawn Cemetery 80.0
forestland; Chapter 61A applies to land
. cul dch 61B T Mount Hope Cemetery 94.0
1n.agr1cu ture; fln apter 61B applies to Forest Cemetery 05
private recreational lands. These lands can State-owned Lands 203.0
be developed, but in the event of a change Concord Lands 58.0
in use, the Town, in exchange for its having Total 3827.24
foregone the full taxation on the property,
is afforded an opportunity to match a applicant must follow a fairly prescribed These Chapter 61, 61A and 61B open spaces,
bona fide Purchase and Sale Agreement process, including the repayment of five although not owned by the Town, have a
within 120 days. The 120-day right of first years of back taxes, and the presentation significant impact on the environment and
refusal may be exercised by the Town or of a contract of sale that must be non- aesthetics of the community. Maintaining
a nonprofit nominee designated by the contingent and without the need for any their enrollment in the chapter programs is
Town, such as the Trustees of Reservations, zoning relief, subdivision approvals, or a desirable course of action for the Town.
Sudbury Valley Trustees, the Audubon variances from wetlands regulations as well
Society, or a local land trust. The owner or as others.
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In FY2021, the land enrolled in the Chapter
61/61A/62B programs includes:

- Chapter 61 (forestry land) — 409.92 acres

- Chapter 61A (agricultural land) — 164.41
acres

- Chapter 61B (recreation) — 31.66 acres

*Data is based on information provided by the Assessor
Department, identified by tax classification.

The progressive diminishment of Chapter
61 lands over the past 16 years includes:

.+ 1995 — 1,255 acres

- 2002 — 940 acres
Notable conversions: Robbins Mill Pond
land (housing development), DiDuca
Farm (shopping center)

« 2011 — 706 acres
Notable conversions: Palmer land (Quail
Ridge Golf course), Caouette land (town
acquisition for conservation)

. 2021 — 606 acres

Private conservation restrictions
Conservation restrictions (CRs) are
granted in perpetuity and list prohibited
acts, including construction of buildings,
excavation of materials, dumping, and
cutting of vegetation. All conservation

restrictions must be approved by the Acton
Select Board and by the Executive Office of
Environmental Affairs (EOEEA). In Acton,
two hundred fifty-five acres are currently
subject to private conservation restrictions
and 100.83 acres are currently subject to
public conservation restrictions, with two
in process of being accepted by the State as
this document goes to publication.

Acton’s Zoning Bylaw permits a Planned
Conservation Residential Community to
be proposed on a tract of land greater than
eight acres. The Zoning Bylaw requires
that 60 percent of the tract be set aside for
conservation or other public purposes. If
conveyed to a non-profit agency, a CR must
be conveyed to the Town.

Agricultural preservation restrictions
Acton’s purchase of its first Agricultural
Preservation Restriction (APR) with
$1,230,000 funding from the Community
Preservation Act was approved by voters at
the June 21, 2021 Annual Town Meeting and
placed on the 51.53-acre Stonefield Farm in
South Acton. Boston Area Gleaners, Inc.,

a Massachusetts nonprofit corporation,
granted the Town of Acton’s Agricultural
Commission and Sudbury Valley Trustees,
Inc. exclusive rights, in perpetuity, to
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use the six parcels of land located at the
intersection of Liberty, Stow, and Martin
Streets for agricultural and conservation
purposes. To prevent the land from ever
being used or changed in any way that
would materially impair or interfere with
its agricultural or conservation values,

it is to be maintained in an undeveloped
condition. Public access for passive
recreation is also included in the values
protected by the APR. In 2023, the Town
completed a public trail adjacent to and
accessible from the Assabet River Rail Trail.

C. PUBLIC AND NON-PROFIT PARCELS

Non-profit owned lands within the
Town of Acton

The Acton Conservation Land Trust Inc.
acquired 16 acres of critical wetland and

a portion of Heath Hen Meadow Brook in
2006. This land located at 182 Willow St
and commonly referred to as the Whitcomb
Land provides access to the Dunn
Conservation Land, although there are

no trails currently located on either land.
There is not a Conservation Restriction
placed on this property. Ecologically
speaking, this land is partially labeled

as Core Habitat, Vernal Pool Core, Local
Wetlands, and Local Wetlands Buffer by the
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Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and
Wildlife’s Natural Heritage & Endangered
Species Program and BioMap.

Public conservation lands owned by the
Town of Acton

Acton has over 1,800 acres of designated
Conservation and Town Forest properties.
The Town of Acton owns the conservation
lands and most are maintained by the
Land Stewardship Committee (hereafter
“LSC”). The LSC was previously under

the direction of the Natural Resources
Division of the Land Use Department

and the Conservation Commission. With
the 2022 retirement of Natural Resources
Director, Tom Tidman, the Town replaced
the “Natural Resources” Division with the
Conservation Division, within the Land Use
Department.

Conservation land divisions
- Division One, the largest, consists of
all the properties actively managed

Table 5.2 Three Divisions of Conservation Lands

All Conservation Areas actively managed by LSC

Division One

by the LSC, and generally consists of
two or more contiguous parcels with
geologic, historic, wetland, or garden
characteristics.

- Division Two consists of parcels not
actively managed by the LSC.

- Division Three is a group of Town-owned,
isolated parcels with limited public
access, due to high water table.

- Table 5.2 is a summary of the three
divisions of Conservation Lands.

CONSERVATION LANDS AND THE LAND
STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE (LSC)

The current condition and public
accessibility of our conservation lands can
be attributed to the efforts of the Land
Stewards who each take on responsibility
for one of the conservation areas, as well
as Morrison Farm and the Assabet River
Blue and Green Trail. They also educate the
public and advocate for the protection of

1,880.5 acres 21 unique areas

Division Two | Conservation areas not yet actively managed 125.56 acres 8 areas
by LSC
Division Three | Isolated parcels with minimal public access 16.67 acres 7 parcels

Total

2,022.73 acres

Inventory of Lands of Conservation and Recreation Interest

biodiversity of the lands under their care.
The LSC is an all-volunteer committee
made up of 15-20 members. Established in
1996. Stewards volunteer on workdays set
up by other stewards to assist with larger
projects like boardwalk or kiosk repair.
Stewards recruit small groups for invasive
plant removal workdays and supervise
Eagle Scout projects, such as building
new kiosks, bridges, and boardwalks
through muddy areas. Land Stewards have
also overseen special projects like the
installation of bat houses and bluebird
nesting boxes on conservation lands.
Overall, The LSC’s projects improve
individual conservation areas and ensure
consistency and standardization among
the conservation areas Town-wide, helping
the public understand and appreciate the
meadows, woods, and wetlands of Acton.

The Town installed kiosks of standard
design and color in most of the
conservation areas. Kiosks are sturdily-
built structures equipped with map boxes,
roofs, and a notice-board surface. Standard
information is posted on these surfaces,
including the parcel’s map, steward contact,
and land use regulations. Eagle Scouts
constructed most of these, with direction



Boardwalk over wetlands

Photo by Emily McDowell

principal conservation areas are now
marked with similar “Conservation Area”
signs, including the name of the area, and
in some places, prohibitions.

Acton’s conservation areas are complete
with trail systems, often with one or more
secondary trails, where appropriate, and
one or more accesses. Major trails (yellow-
blazed) are usually loop trails, unless

the land configuration prohibits this.
Secondary trails (blue-blazed) either bisect
the loop or provide access to a more remote
portion of the conservation area that is of
special interest. All secondary trails leave
and rejoin the major trail, access trails (red-
blazed) provide either access to a loop trail
through a narrow corridor or easement, or
act as connectors between two contiguous
or nearby conservation areas. Blazing has
been done in both directions for the least
intrusion. LSC members assigned to the
task are responsible for refreshing the blaze
markers.

Among its many accomplishments, LSC
has installed bridges at stream crossings
and extensive boardwalks in many of the
perennially wet areas. They also installed
nesting boxes for bluebirds and other

species and planted blight-resistant elm
trees for future shade where appropriate.
LSC also removed old farm equipment
with no historical interest as well as heavy
trash. Maintenance of special habitat areas,
such as meadows, fields, old orchards, and
a pine-barren (open land rare in Acton)
was performed at the lowest level deemed
necessary to preserve the unique character
of the area. Otherwise, the Town limits
management practices, to keeping trails
open while allowing natural processes

to occur. In addition, the Town directed
attention to controlling invasive plant
species such as bittersweet, Norway maple,
Japanese barberry, and burning bush.

LSC continues to be assisted in its activities
by Eagle Scout candidates, Cub Scout

dens, and Girl Scout troops, ABRHS Senior
Community Service Day participants, the
Merriam School Service Learning Project
fifth and sixth-graders, as well as by other
public-spirited citizens.

SUMMARY LISTING OF CONSERVATION
LANDS AND AREAS

TOWN FORESTS
Acton has two areas of historically-
designated Town Forest: the Wills Hole
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parcel, off Quarry Road, acquired in
1949; and Bulette Town Forest, acquired
in 1926. The Bulette land was the first
parcel to be designated Town Forest. It is
comprised of two parcels, at 20 Bulette
Road Rear, consisting of approximately
30 acres. The 20.7 acre “Anderson Land,”
at 13 Arlington Street, was acquired using
Community Preservation Act funds in
2013. The developer donated 12.09 acres
at 180 Newtown Road in 2021, as part of
a new Planned Conservation Residential
Community at that site. All of these
together will have trails blazed and
mapped by the Land Stewards, making
Bulette/Town Forest and Anderson
conservation land a 79.7-acre contiguous
conservation area.

ACTON CONSERVATION LANDS

The sections below describe the
conservation lands. For maps and in-depth
descriptions of the conservation areas with
trails please visit https://trails.actonma.
gov/.

ACTON ARBORETUM

Located in the Town center, the Acton
Arboretum consists of 65 acres of woods,
meadows, ponds, old apple orchards,

a glacial esker, and a bog. The land,

successively owned and improved by the
Craigins, the Reeds, the Tuttles, and the
Bridges, was acquired by the Town in 1976
and 1977. It was formalized as an Arboretum
in 1986 when Town Meeting funded the
purchase of plant materials and site
improvements, and John Whittier amended
the original warrant article to specify use of
the property for an arboretum. Since then,
the Arboretum has been developed through

Inventory of Lands of Conservation and Recreation Interest

Perennial Garden at the Acton Arboretum

the efforts of the Friends of the Acton
Arboretum, Inc., and many volunteers.

In 2015, the Town created a new 22-space
parking lot including two ADA spaces. A
bioswale/rain garden was built adjacent
to the parking lot to collect stormwater
runoff. Specific plants filter and treat
pollutants through natural biological
processes before recharging groundwater.
A winding boulder pathway, filled with


https://trails.actonma.gov/
https://trails.actonma.gov/

Anderson:Conservation Land Photo by"l"lan Berg

cemann

striking flowers and shrubs, serves as a
stone bridge. An educational information
panel about rain gardens is adjacent

to the kiosk walkway. A grant from the
Community Preservation Act, with
contributions from the Friends of the
Acton Arboretum, funded the parking

lot. In 2015, a new 271-foot boardwalk was
installed across the bog at the southern
end of the property, off Minot Avenue. The
surface of the boardwalk is constructed

of fiberglass sections, allowing 47 percent
more light through than the previous
wooden planking to the plants and
animals below.. It was raised 18 inches
above the water to allow wildlife passage
beneath. The Highway Department built
an accessible sidewalk from Minot Avenue
down to the boardwalk trail. The Acton
Arboretum received a 2019 Community
Preservation Act grant for $55,000 to
improve accessibility at the main entrance.
A 16-foot long by eight foot wide wooden
pedestrian bridge over the rain garden,
which leads to an ADA walkway made of
concrete pavers around the information
kiosk. An ADA-accessible picnic table is
situated on the pavers.

The Town of Acton 2024-2031 Open Space and Recreation Plan

107



108

ANDERSON CONSERVATION LAND

The Anderson Conservation Area is the
newest parcel to be added to the Acton
Conservation Lands. It was the result of a
combined effort with the purchase of the
Arlington Street 20.7-acre parcel during the
2013 Town Meeting. The Genevieve Lane
12-acre parcel was donated to the Town

of Acton in 2021. A Planned Conservation
Residential Community was created
stemming from Newtown Road, which
includes a trailhead for neighborhood
access. A Conservation Restriction was
placed on the land as a result of the Town
of Acton’s purchase of the Arlington Street
parcel with Community Preservation Act
funds. The Conservation Restriction will
be held by the Acton Conservation Trust
and is currently under review by the State.
This raises the total acreage of Anderson/
Bulette/Town Forest conservation land
from 47 acres to almost 73 acres.

The trail system for the Anderson
Conservation Area boasts a 1.4-mile
trail leading to the Bulette/Town Forest
Conservation Land and a smaller .3-mile
loop. This is a relatively flat trail system
with a total 55- foot elevation gain,
spectacular views of Grassy Pond Brook

and adjacent wetlands. A public parking
lot (fit for four vehicles) is available off of
Arlington Street. Trail users will be able

to visit Bulette/Town Forest Conservation
Land directly, and extend their hike to
Grassy Pond Conservation Land by crossing
Newtown Road and entering the red

access trail. The most notable features in
Anderson Conservation Area are rocky
outcroppings that emphasize the glacial
past of the landscape and the numerous
vernal pools with thriving amphibians,
mosquitos and salamanders. A dense stand

of birch trees and thick populations of
ferns complement the trails and highlight
the prominent wetland ecosystem.

BULETTE/TOWN FOREST CONSERVATION LAND
The Bulette Conservation Area is the first
parcel of land the Town of Acton acquired
for conservation purposes. Its purchase
was authorized at the March 1965 Annual
Town Meeting. The land abuts Acton’s

first Town Forest which was purchased

in 1926. Together, the two parcels total 38
acres, much of which is wetlands. For many

Bulette Town Forest Conservation Land Photo by lan Bergemann
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Camp site at Camp Acton Conservation Land for picnicking and overnight
camping by permit Photo by lan Bergemann

years, the only access into this area was on
a fire road, annually cleared of vegetation
and obstructions to assure passage for fire
apparatus.

The first hiking trails were cut in 1974

as an Eagle Scout project. This area was
overlooked in the years following while

the Town focused development and
maintenance resources on newer and larger
conservation tracts. In 1999, the Town cut
access and loop trails. The area is notable
for its plentiful glacial features including a
number of large erratics and an esker that
may be seen from the trail that crosses the

wetlands. An easy bushwhack during dry
periods takes the hiker to the top of this
esker, which has an animal track along its
top, with views of both hemlock forest and
additional wetlands beyond.

CAMP ACTON CONSERVATION LAND

In 1996 the Town acquired the Camp Acton
Conservation Area, formerly owned by

the Boy Scouts, with the aid of a Self Help
grant. This area is one of four contiguous
conservation areas, the others being Spring
Hill, Nashoba Brook Conservation and,

the most recent addition, Robbins Mill.

Together, they comprise almost 500 acres
of preserved conservation open space.

Camp Acton’s unique feature is its
suitability for a type of passive recreation
that is not offered by any other presently-
owned Town property. Picnicking, as well
as individual or group day or overnight
camping, may be enjoyed with a permit
from the Recreation Department of the
Town of Acton. There are seven large,
backcountry campsites, established by
the Boy Scouts, maintained free of poison
ivy, brambles, and damp or stony ground.
Each is located in a woodsy setting that
allows some privacy, equipped with a
rustic picnic table and crude stone-ring
fireplace. A gated internal parking area
provides easier access to these sites with
camping gear. Close to the parking area is
a large-stone masonry fireplace suitable
for group gatherings. Wetlands comprise
about twenty percent of the acreage in
Camp Acton. Other natural features include
two isolated vernal pools and an unnamed
stream, which eventually flows into
Spencer Brook.

In 2018, the Town of Acton received a
Community Preservation Act grant for
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$10,000 to build an accessible camping area
located at Camp Acton. This includes a
wheelchair-friendly fire ring, a boardwalk,
two level tent sites, and an accessible picnic
table.

GRASSY POND CONSERVATION LAND

Grassy Pond Conservation Area is one of
Acton’s larger conservation areas, with
over 100 acres located between Newtown
Road and Nagog Hill Road, close to the
adjacent Town of Littleton, and lying west
of Acton Center. It is also one of the Town’s
most diverse conservation areas because of
its varied habitats and ecosystems. These
include the pond, extensive wetlands at the
pond’s outlet, two small streams, a boulder
field, a large meadow, many stone walls,
dense stands of eastern white pine, and
open stands of northern hardwoods such
as white ash and red and white oak. Mosses
are prolific, coating many of the stones and
tree stumps.

About half the land was acquired by

the Town in 1968 and 1972 through two
Self Help grants, with the remainder
acquired in 1971 and 1984. It was one of
Acton’s first conservation areas to have a
Master Plan. The stated purpose was to
maintain the unspoiled serenity of the

Bee pollinates'Water Lily at Grassy Pond Conservation Land Photo by lan Bergemann

area while increasing its potential for use
and enjoyment. The first trail, designed
according to this plan, was built in 1978 as
a Boy Scout Eagle project with assistance
from the Young Adult Conservation Corps
(YACC). It entered the property from
Newtown Road. Gradually, the boardwalk
across the wetlands, the pier at the pond’s
edge, the trail in from the Nagog Hill Road
side, and the Willis Holden Drive trail
were added. . Inmates of the Northeastern
Correctional Center, as well as Boy Scouts
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working on Eagle projects, carried out many
of these improvements. In 1998, members
of the Land Stewardship Committee
modified the main trail into a loop.

There are three entrances to the Grassy
Pond Conservation Area — from Nagog Hill
Road, Newtown Road and Willis Holden
Drive. Both Nagog Hill and Newtown

Road entrances have designated parking
facilities, while the entrance from Willis
Holden Drive has on-street parking only.



Grassy Pond is a naturally-occurring kettle
hole exhibiting bog characteristics around
its shoreline. Nowhere is the pond more
than fifteen feet deep, although the level
has fluctuated in recent years due to beaver
activity. The gradual colonization of the
perimeter areas by species of plants that
thrive in very wet and highly acidic areas
continues to shrink the open water through
an ever-quickening process. Leading this
advance are sphagnum moss, pitcher
plants, leatherleaf, highbush blueberries,

larches, and red maples. A short side path
off the loop trail leads to the pond’s edge.
A recently-constructed boardwalk leads
through the wetland’s boundary of the
pond to an observation deck providing
good views for an appreciation of the bog’s
characteristics.

In 2017, the Town of Acton spent $800,000
of Community Preservation Act open space
funds to purchase 10.9 acres at 165 and 159
Newtown Road to annex to Grassy Pond
conservation land. The purchase was also
made possible by donations from private
citizens.

%

Ceremonial Stone Piles at Grassy Pond Conservation Land Photo by Robert Houghton
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GREAT HILL CONSERVATION LAND
AND RECREATION AREA

Great Hill Conservation and Recreation
Area, located in a busy section of

South Acton, is a large tract, diverse in
topography, vegetation, natural features,
and available recreational spaces for use

by the public. This 203-acre conservation
area is bounded on its southerly side by
School Street, where there is a major access
behind the South Acton Fire Station. The
property’s other boundaries are provided
by Piper Road on the east, Massachusetts
Avenue on the north, and Main Street on
the west, with a minor access across from
Oakwood Road. The Main Street access,
located across from the intersection of
Prospect Street and Main Street, is a second
major access and also provides parking.

A second minor access is from Francine
Road. Kiosks are positioned at the top of
the meadow beyond the fire station playing
fields and the Main Street entrance.

The Town acquired the land with state and
federal assistance in two phases between
1971 and 1975. It included the purchase

of seven contiguous parcels that had no
existing structures other than typical New
England stone walls. Since then, the area
just beyond the fire station entrance has
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Captain Robbins Historic Site on the TTT Photo by Bettina Abe

been developed for limited recreational
uses. A former marshy area was dredged in
1986 and made into a skating pond. A large
open meadow beyond the playing fields
creates a feeling of spaciousness, sloping up
to the wooded areas where the trail system
begins. In 2009, the Town appropriated an
additional 5.5 acres of abutting land with
Community Preservation funds.
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The acquisition of a key, 6-acre parcel, and
conservation restriction held by Acton
Conservation Trust at 4 Piper Lane in 2020
completed the preservation of a critical
portion of woods ringing Great Hill field.
The 4 Piper Lane parcel directly abuts the
5.24-acre Gaebel Land at 6 Piper Road,
which was a 2010 preservation project for
Acton Conservation Trust, the grantee of



the conservation restriction. The Town
purchased the parcel at 4 Piper Lane with

a combination of Community Preservation
funds and donations to Acton Conservation

) “

Trust’s “Campaign for Great Hill”

GUGGINS BROOK CONSERVATION LAND

The 61-acre Guggins Brook Conservation
Area, acquired in 1975 and 1976 through a
Self Help grant, is predominantly a low-
lying, frequently wet area through which

Guggins Brook and Inch Brook flow. The
main access is from a small parking lot on
the northerly side of Route 111 (opposite
Birch Ridge Road) about 0.5 mile west of
West Acton center. Here the conservation
area abuts Water District land traversed by
a fairly lengthy access trail, much of which
consists of muddy ground before crossing
Inch Brook on a short boardwalk into the
main Guggins property. A secondary access,

Bridge built by Troop 284 in Guggins Brook Conservation Land Photo by lan Bergemann

also lengthy, is from Central Street by way
of an easement granted by the New View
Co-Housing community. Public parking for
this entrance is in the playing field lot on
nearby Elm Street, about 0.3 mile away, It
is also possible to access the area from the
Jenks Conservation property via a private
trail across the back of Idylewilde Farm.

This conservation area is not suitable for
either horses or mountain bicycles because
of the wetness, but there are some very
scenic areas, particularly along Guggins
Brook where it flows through a canal
bounded on one bank by a raised dike. Here
the water calms and flows quietly through
a straight streambed. Trees found in the
parcel include white pine, red maple, oaks,
hemlocks, quaking aspens, and occasional
apple trees (remnants of the orchards that
were once common throughout Acton).

Guggins Brook trails are notoriously low-
lying with Guggins Brook, Inch Brook, and
Fort Pond Brook all flowing within the
parcel bounds. Aiming to provide hikers
with a drier, less muddy experience, Scout
troups and volunteers repaired or installed
many more boardwalks and bridges since
the last writing of the OSRP.

The Town of Acton 2024-2031 Open Space and Recreation Plan




Additionally, recent trail connections
between Guggins Brook, Jenks, and Wright
Hill Conservation Lands were created as

a result of the acquisition of Wright Hill
Conservation Land and through public
access easements on private property. This
critical connection allows visitors to travel
through multiple unique ecosystems from
vast meadows at Jenks, teeming wetlands
at Guggins Brook, to the wooded forestland
and highland meadows of Wright Hill.
While the multiple private properties
surrounding the trails also enable visitors
to observe long-term managed meadows
and diverse neighborhoods.

HEATH HEN MEADOW CONSERVATION LAND
Heath Hen Meadow Conservation Area

in southwest Acton comprises 131.5 acres

of streams, meadows, upland forest, and
large tracts of wetlands. Only one-third

of this conservation area is upland. The
major portion of the property, almost 100
acres, was purchased using both town and
state funds in 1974. The Town acquired
smaller parcels in 1995, providing access
corridors. Several stone walls crisscross the
area, which serve as reminders of its use

as farmland during the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries. The conservation area
is named for the Heath Hen Meadow Brook,

which rises in Stow and meanders through
the property, picking up the Muddy Brook
tributary, and eventually merging with
Fort Pond Brook just beyond the property’s
border.

Heath Hen Meadow is home to a variety of
wildlife including beaver, skunk, raccoon,
opossum, deer, ducks, partridge, and an
occasional blue heron. The meadows and
surrounding woods provide habitat for
numerous species of songbirds, as well as
insects and amphibians.

In 2016 the Town acquired the Dunn land.
This property, which spans the Acton/
Stow line (6.5 acres in Acton and 24 acres
in Stow) completes a significant protected
land corridor. It will give the public access
to a spectacular area adjacent to the Heath
Hen Meadow Brook and the Heath Hen
Meadow conservation area. It also provides
connections to the Captain Sargent
conservation area in Stow. As stated in the
2014-11-12 Special Town Meeting Warrant
Article 19: “These purchases create a key
link between the 100-acre Heath Hen
Meadow conservation land in South

Acton and the 154-acre Captain Sargent
conservation land in Stow.” The Dunn land
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Heath Hen Meadow Conservation
Land Photo by lan Bergemann




Volunteers build new CPA-funded boardwalk at Heath Hen Meadow Conservation Land Photo by lan Bergemann

provides key access to the Whitcomb Land,
which is owned by Acton Conservation
Trust. The purchase of the six-acre Dunn
Land was funded with “free cash” in the
amount of $28,800, and closed on July 29,
2016.

At the April 2016 Town meeting, voters
agreed to purchase twelve acres abutting
Mount Hope Cemetery at the entrance to
the Heath Hen Meadow Brook Conservation
Land (176 Central Street). Purchased with
a combination of Community Preservation
Funds, donations from private citizens,
and a gift from Acton Conservation Trust,
this property completes a significant green
belt along Heath Hen Meadow Brook,
extending from the Dunn Land at the Stow
line, through the Whitcomb Land owned
by Acton Conservation Trust. [t comprises
significant wetlands and a large upland
portion behind Mount Hope Cemetery.
With this acquisition of 176 Central Street,
the trails were extended and given greater
access to this biodiverse area. The Acton
Cemetery Commission gave permission

for the commonly-used trails behind the
cemetery to be blazed and maintained by
the Land Stewards.
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In 2022, Staff and volunteers received a
Community Preservation Act Grant to
rebuild the Heath Hen Meadow Boardwalk
bridge. Work began in Fall 2022 and nearly
finished in Fall 2023, with the exception

of a handrail that will be installed in
Spring 2024. This boardwalk is one foot
higher than the old boardwalk and is
constructed of aluminum frames and poles
with (synthetic) Trex decking. The new
boardwalk is open and connected to the
Mount Hope side of Heath Hen Meadow.
The old sections of the previous boardwalk
were used to create ramps and navigate
over chronically flooded sections.

JENKS CONSERVATION LAND

Jenks Conservation Area comprises 30 acres
consisting primarily of a broad, sweeping
meadow, once part of the apple orchards
extensive throughout this area. To the
west, however, the property is bisected by
the MBTA commuter railroad line. Wedged
between this railroad line and the Idylwilde
Farm property is a 7-acre extension of the
Jenks Land. This conservation area and

the nearby Guggins Brook Conservation
Area both serve the same immediate area
of West Acton, and both lie within the
same aquifer protection zone. The land

was purchased using town and state funds
in 1975.

The main entrance to Jenks is from a
small parking area just off Central Street.
A barrier gate with a small notice board
and map box, maintained by the Land
Stewardship Committee, separates the
parking area from the beginning of the
access trail. This access leads slightly
downhill through a narrow corridor
bordered with tangled shrubs and berry
bushes to a concrete and stone culvert,
through which the Fort Pond Brook flows.
The shrubby area along the corridor has
been partially brushed out to provide visual
access to two ponds just downstream from
the culvert. A second minor entrance to
the property comes into the seven-acre
parcel on the westerly side of the railroad
line, from private property beyond. There
is also an access from the adjacent town of
Boxboro, and a trail access from Idlywilde
Farm that connects to Guggins Brook
Conservation Area.

In 2023, the Town sought Building Resilient
Communities (BRIC) hazard mitigation
funds to study the undersized Fort Pond
Brook culvert conveying the waters
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underneath the trail, with future intent to
replace. Recent flood events due to climate
change have overflowed the banks proving
hazardous for trail users, their pets, and
wildlife.

NAGOG HILL CONSERVATION LAND

Nagog Hill Conservation Area comprises
over 175 acres providing trails that are
generally wide, well-marked, and in good
condition. Much of the area was once
cleared farmland, and there are many dry
stone walls delineating the boundaries of
the former farm fields. The Town acquired
the property in a series of purchases
between 1975 and 1980 using both state and
town funds. An additional twelve acres was
purchased by the town in 2007 from the
Groener family using CPA funds.

A special feature that exists in this area is
a large glacial erratic. Called Egg Rock it

is on the south side of the main trail just
north of the most easterly stream crossing.
A large vernal pool, just south of the main
trail where it crosses the open field beyond
the horse corral, is home to many species
that breed only in such habitats. Just
outside of the conservation property is
Nagog Pond, one of the Commonwealth'’s
“great ponds,” as defined under the State



Meadow habitat at Nagog Hill Conservation Land Photo by lan Bergemann

Statutes. Rights to this pond, relinquished
by Acton in 1886, were given to the Town
of Concord, which continues to use it as a
water supply.

In 2018, the Quail Ridge housing
development provided public access trail
easements into the conservation land

trail system from Skyline Drive. A small,
public parking area was created by the
subdivision developer and an Eagle Scout
built a trail kiosk there. A new public access
trail leads from the subdivision into the

Nagog Hill conservation land trail system.
There was a period of contention as the
Concord Water Department was planning
their new drinking water treatment plant
adjacent to Nagog Hill conservation land
and abutting housing developments. Acton
Community members requested public trail
access onto Concord Water Department
land. The Concord Water Department has
since relocated the new treatment plant to
within Concord town boundaries.

NASHOBA BROOK CONSERVATION LAND
Nashoba Brook Conservation Area’s 123
acres were donated to the town beginning
in 1987 as part of the Arbors cluster
development approval process, and as such
they are exempt from further development.
This conservation area is one of a group

of three contiguous conservation lands—
Nashoba Brook, Spring Hill, and Camp
Acton—comprising almost 500 acres, each
with its own trails and separate entrances.

This conservation area is probably the
most scenic and varied of all the town’s
conservation lands, due in large part to
the mostly unspoiled Nashoba Brook that
runs through the land from north to south.
The exceptional stonework, including

the foundations of early mills, two earth
fill dams, many stone walls, and the
enigmatic corbelled stone chamber built
into a hillside, together with a variety of
riverine and upland habitats, make this
conservation area a jewel of its kind. The
Trail Through Time (TTT) is a two-mile,
bi-cultural heritage trail funded by the
Community Preservation Act and created
by outdoor enthusiast, Linda McElroy,
the first chairperson of the Acton Land
Stewardship Committee. The TTT was
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officially completed in 2020 with a solid
oak kiosk gateway at the end of Wheeler
Lane. Forming a loop around one mile of
the Nashoba Brook, the TTT passes through
or accesses twelve sites of structures

where stone features from three periods

of the land’s history remains. Walking in
either direction around the loop, hikers
will encounter pre-historic, colonial, and
industrial-era stone ruins, all within a
localized area. While winding through
diverse landscapes, the Trail crosses the
brook twice on rustic footbridges. The
walking is easy along most of the Trail

as it meanders beside busy wetlands,
through shady woodlands, and picks its
way over a rocky section of an ancient
Native American trail. The Trail Through
Time lies mostly within the bounds of

this Nashoba Brook Conservation Land,
but there are several features on adjacent
trails. A kiosk stands at the main “hub”
entrance for the TTT at the end of Wheeler
Lane. Three additional entrances providing
access include one with parking at Davis
Road, another with parking on Carlisle
Road, and a third from Milldam Road in
the Northbriar sub-division. Chosen as the
hub for the TTT, the Wheeler Lane location
preserves remains of the Thomas Wheeler,

Jr.,, farmstead and cattle pens, along with
his 1730s grist and saw mills. Building these
mills seems to have been the purpose for
the North Acton settlement that arose here,
originally known as Concord Village.

There are two parts of the TTT within
Spring Hill conservation land: one
accessible from Spring Hill Road (featuring
Native American ceremonial stone piles)
and one on the red connecting trail
between Nashoba Brook and Spring Hill
conservation land (named Pipsissewa)
that leads to a quarried stone through

an assortment of ceremonial stone piles.
The “Roof Slab Quarry,” thought to have
been the source of the Stone Chamber roof
slabs, is a large rocky outcropping along
the red trail connecting Nashoba Brook
conservation land to the Robbins Mill
conservation land. Please visit https://

for maps, walking tours, and text of each
information panel, as well as a listing of
references and resources for further study.
The nonprofit corporation, the Friends of
Pine Hawk, sponsors annual archaeological
walks, talks, and service work days about
Acton’s Native American history and
ceremonial stone structures. The Friends
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Pencil Mill Dam Run at Nashoba
Brook Conservation Area

of Pine Hawk sponsor community service
workdays on the TTT removing invasive
plants, sprucing up trails, and cleaning
information panels.

PACY CONSERVATION LAND

The 38.2-acre Pacy Conservation Area,
acquired in 1975 and 1979, is tucked in
between Central Street and the residential
neighborhoods of Tupelo Way and Tuttle
Drive. The land is bisected north to south,
by a mature red maple swamp that takes
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Fern path at Pacy Conservation Land
Photo by lan Bergemann

up about one third of the entire Pacy area.
A lovely vernal pool can be seen from the
southern end of the loop trail. An unnamed
feeder tributary in the middle of the
swamp drains into Fort Pond Brook. The
western uplands, near Tuttle Drive, have
no trails. The eastern uplands have a single
loop trail. There are two access points to
this loop. The first is a cul-de-sac at the
end of Tupelo Way, which provides room
for parking, along with a kiosk and map
box. The other entrance, on Central Street,
opposite Martin Street has no room for
parking and is for pedestrian access only.
The loop provides a pedestrian connection
between the commercial area near upper
and lower Prospect Street and Martin
Street, as well as access to Jones Field

and beyond.

The upland has the appearance of a former
early twentieth-century pasture land,
abandoned when the surrounding areas
were developed, and now provides habitat
for deer. There are many forty-year-old
and older canopy trees: white pine, sugar
maple, white ash, hickory, red oak, and
other hardwoods. But there are almost no
saplings, young or small trees in the mid-
story, and the understory is dominated by

small and young plants that have been able
to grow in the shaded conditions, such as
hay-scented ferns, mayflower, jewel-weed,
Japanese barberry, and other plants that
deer typically avoid.

PRATT'S BROOK CONSERVATION LAND

Pratt’s Brook Conservation Area, located
in South Acton in the area between Parker
Street and High Street, has three accesses.
The most heavily used is the Parker Street
entrance, with parking near the railroad
crossing. A second access is from the large
parking area at the end of Brewster Lane,
off High Street. A minor access at the end
of Valley Road, also off High Street, was the
one most recently opened.

This conservation area, formerly belonging
to Frank and Zillah Averett, was purchased
in 1980 for $88,000 through a combination
of town and state funds. It comprises

60 acres of wetlands, forested uplands,
Pratt’s Brook, a small pond and vernal
pool, and a pine barren, unique to this
part of Massachusetts. The brook bisects
the property, entering as a briskly flowing
stream that soon spreads into a broad
wetlands area with multiple channels. It
then plunges down a rocky slope to join
with Fort Pond Brook, just beyond the
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conservation land’s southeastern boundary.
A smaller stream, the outlet from Tenney
Circle Pond, meanders across the southern
portion of the land.

The parcel is suitable for hiking and cross-
country skiing, as well as enjoyment of
several different habitats. South of the
wetlands is an area of uplands, forested
with white pine, red oak, and pitch pine
and characterized by a series of hilly
shoulders that reach down to the wetlands.
This is the area most suitable for cross-
country skiing. Adjacent to the Brewster
Lane parking area, a two-acre park was
created for enjoyment by residents of the
contiguous Audubon senior community.
This area has been enhanced, with the
help of Eagle Scout projects with the
introduction of wild grasses, native
wildflowers and ground covers, an elm tree
for shade, birdhouses, and rustic benches.
An attractive, gently-graded, woodchip-
covered trail has been cut leading down
into the pine barrens area.

ROBBINS MILL CONSERVATION LAND

Robbins Mill Conservation Land, consists
of 2 parcels acquired by the Town of
Acton in 2011. The acquisition was a
result of conditions stipulated when the

High water flow seen at Pratt’s Brook Conservation Land Photo by lan Bergemann

Town approved the Robbins Mill Estates
subdivision in 2004. The Planning Board
required that the developer must offer
several common land parcels to the Town
for acceptance as public land concurrently
with the acceptance of the subdivision’s
street and public ways.

The land features a mix of deciduous trees
such as maples and oaks, coniferous trees,
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and numerous stone walls. The area is
relatively flat but can become quite wet
during the Spring or after heavy rain. The
main loop trail, marked with yellow blazes
and about 1 mile long, is complemented

by several red-blazed access trails. Bridges
built by Boy Scout volunteers and the Land
Stewardship Committee help navigate

the wet conditions. This section connects
to nearby conservation lands, including



Spring Hill Conservation Land on the
western side and Ben’s Woods Conservation
Land in Carlisle, MA, on the southeastern
side. The trail crosses a natural gas pipeline
easement, where bog bridges manage
particularly wet areas.

The smaller parcel, just under 20 acres,

is a narrow strip accessible from Carlisle
Road, running adjacent to Robbins Mill
Pond and the Boy Scouts Land. This section
offers a more secluded hiking experience.
The larger tract also features a short
blue-blazed loop trail near a small pond,
providing additional hiking options. Hikers
should be mindful of privacy as some trails
run close to private properties and should
respect these boundaries.

SPRING HILL CONSERVATION LAND

Home to a variety of natural features,
wildlife, and recreational opportunities,
the 213 acres of Spring Hill Conservation
Area was acquired by the Town of Acton
between 1966 and 1995 through a series

of purchases and donations. Its major
entrance is along a short access from the
Spring Hill Road cul-de-sac off Pope Road.
A secondary (red-blazed) access to the
Spring Hill loop trail (yellow-blazed) enters
through the Hearthstone Hill Land from

its entrance on Jay Land off Strawberry
Hill Road.

Spring Hill is covered with a deciduous
forest of mostly red and white oak, red
maple, and black and white birch. A
scattering of beech, larch, hemlock, and
white pine are found throughout. On the
forest floor there is a distinct community
of ground covers and low-story vegetation.
These include mosses, partridgeberry,
princess pine, and several other members
of the clubmoss family, all of which are
indigenous to wet or heavily shaded areas
of New England. The understory vegetation
is dominated by highbush blueberry and
swamp azalea.

The Hearthstone Hill Land, now an integral
part of Spring Hill's southeast corner, is

a 32-acre parcel extensively covered with

a hemlock swamp. The Hearthstone Hill
access trail, one mile in length, leads

from the cul-de-sac at the end of Jay Lane
off Strawberry Hill Road, and skirts the
swamp along its westerly edge. The trail,
which follows a predominantly upland
area through a stand of beech extending
down into the hemlock lowlands, crosses a
boardwalk in a low area before joining the
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main Spring Hill loop trail close to its main
entrance. The entire Hearthstone Hill Land
is contained within a rectilinear stone wall.

STONEYMEADE CONSERVATION LAND
Stoneymeade Conservation Area was
donated to the town in 1989. Located off
Pope Road in East Acton, this conservation
area borders conservation land in the town
of Concord. Stoneymeade’s 44.5 acres, a
mix of biodiverse meadows, small streams
and bordering woods, preserves one of the
largest remaining open fields in Acton.

The distant vistas seen from the main field
encompass a small pond surrounded by
marshy growth, more fields beyond, a horse
farm with corrals, and forestland on the far
edge. The privately-owned open fields seen
from Strawberry Hill Road are all in Acton
and end at the Concord town line. The
landowners keep the fields open by mowing
late each fall to prevent forest succession.
Concord’s Annursnac Conservation Land
begins at the transition of open field to
forest.

Stoneymeade’s main entrance is from the
far side of Stoneymeade Way, off Pope
Road, where a prominent sign marks

the beginning of an access trail. A short
walk along this pleasant, tree-shaded

path connects with the large open field
that makes up most of the Stoneymeade
Conservation Area. A large, stately oak tree
surrounded by ledge stands in the center
of the field. The other access is from the
town of Concord, across the Annursnac
Conservation Area. The distance from

the main entrance to the boundary with
Concord is only one quarter mile.

Stoneymeade Conservation Area is home
to many species of birds. Among those
that can be observed raising their young
are scarlet tanagers, red-winged blackbirds
down beside the marshy margin of the
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pond, and tree swallows. Year-round
resident species such as chickadees, robins,
and titmice also make Stoneymeade

their summer home. The Acton Bluebird
Recovery Group’s concerted efforts to
encourage bluebirds to reestablish after
years of decline, resulted in a successful
nesting pair in 1999. Several pairs of
bluebirds now nest here annually, as well as
a pair of bobolinks.

WETHERBEE CONSERVATION LAND

The Wetherbee Conservation Area is
located in East Acton and totals just over
72 acres. The property is bounded by

Clouds clearing over Wetherbee Land cornfields




September 27, 2023 Commemoratiion of the East Acton Village Green Historic site

Wetherbee Street to the east, Route 2 to
the south, state property/Berry Lane to

the west and Alcott Street/Moritz Land to
the north. It currently has a single formal
entrance located on Wetherbee Street
where it runs beside the farm field. Parking
is available along the western edge of this
road.

This conservation land was purchased from
the state in 1982 for $108,000. The state
acquired it in 1898 from the Heywood/

Sellors family. Before that, it had been
part of the Wetherbee Farm. Wetherbee
Conservation Land’s eastern section is
one of two actively-farmed agricultural
fields that belongs to the town of Acton,
the other being the Caouette Simeone
Farmland in South Acton. The gently
rolling terrain is used by the state for
rotating silage crops. Just northwest of the
farm field is a small, sloping, short-grass
meadow, accented with crabapple trees.
South of and below this meadow lies a

marshy habitat that feeds a tiny north/
south stream and collection pool that
separate the woods from the field’s edge.
The property’s back section, to the west, is
wooded and typical of New England upland
secondary growth. It features red maple,
black and red oak, and white pine, with a
scattering of ash, sassafras, and hawthorn.
In the woods, old stone walls still define
early boundaries. One of these, running
north/south, is ancient, the others are more
recent. This property is considered one of
the conservation areas most conducive to
initiating a forest management program,
currently under consideration.

The area generally is suitable for cross-
country skiing, as well as walking,
horseback riding, snowshoeing, and
tracking/birding. After harvest, the

fields themselves are used for a variety

of activities, including Scout meets, dog
obedience training, rocketry contests, kite-
flying, sky-watching/photography and star-
gazing during unusual celestial events.

Another ten-year lease/land exchange
was signed in 2016 with the State of
Massachusetts so that the State can farm
corn on Wetherbee conservation area
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fields, and the Town of Acton Recreation
Department can use the State fields on
School Street for recreation games.

WILLS HOLE/TOWN FOREST CONSERVATION LAND
The Wills Hole Conservation Area and

the contiguous Town Forest, located in
North Acton near NARA Park, have been
combined into one conservation area

that comprises 9o acres. The 49 acres

of the Town Forest was purchased in

1943 for $490 and was intended for the
harvesting of timber and firewood by
Acton residents. It is covered with stands
of red oak, white oak, red maple, and white
pine. Abutting properties contain former
quarries. The remaining property includes
24 acres assembled from two land parcels
purchased in 1969 and 1971 for conservation
purposes. In 1999, the Captain Handley
Road subdivision granted another 17 acres
along its perimeter, which provides a
conservation corridor from Harris Street
into the Wills Hole area.

There are three entrances to the area:
Captain Handley Road entrance, Quarry
Road, off Route 27, and Nagog Park Drive
cul-de-sac, off Route 2A. Wills Hole is a
classic quaking bog. A 170-foot boardwalk,
completed in 2000 by LSC volunteers, leads

from the esker to the open water edge of
the bog. At its center it is an open pond,
but ringing the open water is a mat of
floating sphagnum moss. The sphagnum
mat is, in turn, ringed by a more upland
zone of dense shrubs and trees. Carnivorous
plants found at Wills Hole bog include
pitcher plant and sundew. Other non-
carnivorous plants on the sphagnum mat
include American cranberry, leatherleaf,
sheep laurel, and swamp loosestrife. Shrubs
and small trees, including black spruce,

North American tamarack, and swamp
azalea are just a short distance upland from
the sphagnum mat, all visible from the
boardwalk

WRIGHT HILL CONSERVATION LAND

Originally known as Mead Farm, Wright
Hill conservation land (fourteen acres) at
330 Central Street is one of the highest
points in Acton. On a clear day, looking
west, Mount Wachusett, the highest point
of the state east of the Connecticut River
is visible from the top of Wright Hill. In

Colonial era oxen droving corridor at Nashoba Brook Conservation Land
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an outstanding example of neighborhood
advocacy, in 2014, the neighbors formed
the “Wright Hill Association” to purchase
the property with the goal of conserving
the open space. Working with Acton
Conservation Trust and the Town Open
Space Committee, a proposal was made to
sell the land to the Town using Community
Preservation /Funds. This proposal was
accepted and the resulting Town Meeting
article passed unanimously in April 2014.

There are four entrances to Wright Hill
with one stemming from a trail connecting
directly to Guggins Brook Conservation
Land. The other three entrances are from
Wright Terrace, Mead Terrace, and Central
Street. The main yellow loop is roughly one
half to .8 miles. Visitors are able to view a
biodiverse meadow thriving with wildlife
as well as a tall mixed hardwood forest
stand. There is clear evidence of former
land use with old stone foundations,

farm equipment, an old cart path, and the
traditional stone walls of the past. Two
trails allow users to expand their hike to
visit nearby Guggins Brook Conservation
Land. The first trail is easily accessible via
the yellow loop through an enchanting
stonewall entrance. The second entrance

involves leaving the yellow loop at the
Central Street trail head and walking across
the adjacent street entrance for the New
View Condominiums. A wooden sign for
Guggins Brook Conservation Land marks
the red access trail.

MISCELLANEOUS AND ISOLATED PARCELS
Approximately 150 acres of conservation
areas are in this category. They comprise
a number of parcels that can be grouped
together but have not yet been taken under
the management of the Land Steward
Committee. Some are not suitable for
public access, such as the extensive flood
plain wetlands that border Flint Road

and West Acton. The 10.22-acre Caouette-
Simeone Conservation Land, purchased
in 2011, has a renewable ten-year lease to
alocal farmer. The land has a public trail
system and is adjacent to the Assabet
River Rail Trail (ARRT). Because the land
is actively farmed, few people hike around
the farm fields, though they are welcome
to. There are gorgeous views of Fort Pond
Brook and the agricultural fields from the
ARRT. These prime farmlands are protected
in perpetuity. The same families who

sold these 10.22 acres also sold Stonefield
Farm in July 2021. These additional 51.53
acres of prime farmland were purchased
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by the Boston Area Gleaners, a non-profit
organization that collects surplus produce
for donation to local food pantries. Acton
voters approved a $1.2 million-dollar
agricultural preservation restriction (APR)
on Stonefield Farm, essentially buying
future development rights. Use of an APR,
held by an outside agency such as a land
trust, is an effective land conservation
strategy, supplementing what a buyer can
afford to pay for farmland.

Two non-contiguous Arborwood Road
parcels contain a tiny piece of upland

pine stand with a pond and a red maple
swamp. The Monson property is an open,
marshy bog into which an unnamed stream
running through Pacy Land drains into Fort
Pond Brook. The Putnam Land consists of
open marsh flood plain adjacent to Conant
Brook, originally created by beaver activity.
These, like the Flint Road and West Acton
parcels, may prove to be unsuitable for
public access.

Marshall Crossing, a sixteen-and-one-
half-acre parcel that buffers two large
developments, Marshall Crossing and
Robbins Mill, has potential as a public
access facility. It is accessible from either

the Marshall Crossing development or the
Robbins Mill development, and consists of
sloping, forested, rocky uplands. Similarly,
two Patriot’s Hill parcels are comprised

of adjacent vacant lots accessible from
Washington Street, with Conant Brook
running through the middle of those
fifteen acres. The Steinman & McGloin
parcels are 40 acres of forested wetlands
bordering the Town of Maynard. These
three areas will be assessed in the future
for potential trail access, vegetative
population, and suitability for inclusion in
the group of managed conservation areas.

In 2016 Mark Donohoe donated an 8.27-acre
parcel of land at 501 Massachusetts Avenue.

Inventory of Lands of Conservation and Recreation Interest

Youth play soccer at NARA

The Town purchased an adjoining 3.57-acre
parcel from Mr. Donohoe at the rear of 505
Massachusetts Avenue. Both are designated
as conservation land and are adjacent to
the Fort Pond Brook floodplain. The Town
mows the wet meadow at 505 Mass. Ave.

to maintain meadow habitat for wildlife
value. The parcels are underlain by a

sewer easement.

The remaining seven parcels of
conservation lands total just over twelve
acres, but their value for passive recreation
use is minimal, due to their location, size,
and characteristics. The lots at 5 Samuel
Parlin Drive Rear and 2 Minot Avenue Rear
are surrounded by residences and have no



TABLE 5.3 INVENTORY OF RECREATION DEPARTMENT FIELDS AND PLAYGROUNDS

Number Recreation Facility Address Amenities
1 Acton Recreation Department 50 Audubon Drive 2 indoor multiuse recreational rooms
2 Camp Acton Conservation Land 362 Pope Road Campground with 7 sites
B Concord Road Field 104 Concord Road Multi-purpose field, one 11 v. 11 soccer field

Playground, 2 tennis courts, 4 pickleball courts, one softball diamond, and

4 Elm Street Field 19 Elm Street il gttt 2

5 Gardner Field/Playground 530 Massachusetts Avenue | Playground, Multi-purpose field

6 Goward Playground 486 Main Street Playground, basketball hoop

7 Great Hill Field 54 School Street Multi-purpose fields

8 Hart Field 80 Taylor Road Multi-purpose field

9 Hebert Farm Community Garden 76 Prospect Street Organic community garden

10 Jones Field 54 Martin Street Playground, multi-purpose field, 3 beach volleyball courts
11 Joseph Lalli Miracle Field 75 Quarry Road ADA baseball diamond

12 MacPherson Field 80 Taylor Road Baseball diamond

13 Morrison Farm Community Garden | 116 Concord Road Organic community garden

Playground, 4 sheltered picnic areas, multi-purpose fields, 2 beach volleyball
14 NARA Park 25 Ledge Rock Way courts, amphitheater, softball diamond, swimming and boating beach area,
mountain bike pump track

15 North Acton Community Gardens | 845 Main Street Community garden

16 Robbins Mill Recreation Area 61 Canterbury Hill Road Multi-purpose field, full basketball court, playground, picnic shelter

17 School Street Fields 323 School Street Multi-purpose fields, 3 cricket fields

18 T.J. O'Grady Memorial Skate Park | 66 Hayward Road Skateboarding and rollerblade park

19 Veterans' Field 655 Main Street 2 baseball diamonds, playground
public access. The parcel at 915 Main Street small piece of wooded upland also next to Acton Recreation Department or
is an open marsh adjacent to Nashoba Fort Pond Brook, may have some potential Cemetery Division.
Brook. The Stow Street parcel is a red maple for inclusion in the managed parcels, but
swamp adjacent to Fort Pond Brook. The this is yet to be determined. The Town of Acton provides approximately
Harris Street parcel is still to be explored, 30 acres of town-owned athletic fields,
and the small Tuttle Drive parcel, adjacent Municipal facilities and open spaces in addition to the facilities provided by
to an old railway bed, has not yet been The following sections describe the local and regional schools that are
characterized. The Martin Street parcel, a areas owned and/or managed by the frequently used for non-school activities.
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The location, sizes, and most common
uses of these fields are detailed in Table

5.3 Inventory of Recreation Department
Fields and Playgrounds, and reviewed
below. Most areas are suited to a variety

of athletic uses, with some areas capable
of supporting multiple simultaneous uses.
However, others are restricted by field and
infrastructure limitations. Jones Field and
Great Hill Field, for example, are often

too wet in the spring to be playable, and
Gardner Field was taken offline in 2000
due to lack of parking. Hart, MacPherson,
and Little Great Hill fields are all limited in
their utility due to their size and geometry.
In each case, only certain levels of play

are possible. The difficulty of parking

Amphitheatre performance at NARA Park

near some of the fields makes them less
desirable for their targeted age groups, as
the very young players are required to walk
on the side of, or across, busy town streets.
These issues are discussed in detail in
Section 7, and the Recreation Department’s
comprehensive five-year plan is presented
in Section 9.

The scheduling of field use is the
responsibility of the Recreation
Department. In addition to use by athletic
leagues, many community groups and
companies reserve the athletic areas for
games and picnics. Families and groups of
children also put athletic fields, and their
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associated picnic and playground areas, to
intensive use.

The Recreation and Highway Departments
are responsible for the maintenance of the
Town athletic fields. The Town’s Highway
crew provides routine trash removal and
weekly mowing for the athletic fields, and
the Recreation Department has instituted
regularly-scheduled field seeding,
fertilization, and aeration, utilizing

the services of outside contractors and
funds accumulated from field and picnic
reservations. Some leagues provide their
own lining of fields, and materials such as
silt or stone mix and amenities, and Youth
Baseball and Soccer frequently re-sod or
reseed worn areas of fields. The leagues
that use the illuminated fields at Elm Street
and 2A/27 provide their own funding for
lights. Fields and playgrounds are itemized
in Table 5.3 with individual descriptions in
the sections that follow.

NATHANIAL ALLEN RECREATIONAL AREA (NARA)
NARA, a 40-acre park, opened to the
public in 2000 on the site of a former
granite quarry. The south side of the park
is located at 25 Ledge Rock Way off Route
27 (Main Street), and the north side of
NARA is located at 75 Quarry Road. The



Recreation Department runs a summer
camp utilizing the nine-acre swimming
pond, and a summer concert series on

the premises. The park has a playground,
manmade pond, sandy beach, and a paved
one-mile walking trail. There is an irrigated
softball field, multipurpose fields, picnic
areas, and an outdoor amphitheater stage.
The Recreation Department provides three
stations with dog waste bags. Individual
and family beach memberships are
available for purchase.

The NARA fields are used extensively by
the High School sports programs and other

youth and adult leagues. A regular program
of fertilization, aeration, and reseeding
keeps the playing surfaces in good shape.
The one-mile loop trail around the property
is popular with people who work in nearby
businesses who can access the NARA

loop trail from Nagog Park through the
Woods Hole/Town Forest conservation
land trail for lunch break walks and many
seniors use the trail for daily exercise. The
neighborhood is expanding with new home
construction along Ledge Rock Way.

NARA features six and a half acres of
(irrigated) playing fields; a 3,000-seat

Children enjoy a day of sledding

amphitheater with stage and snack bar;
accessible playground; paved, accessible
walking trail; swimming and boating beach
areas; bathhouse pavilion with picnic
tables, and snack bar; volleyball courts; and
a picnic pavilion with a dance floor. On

the north side, there is a second parking
area adjacent to the Joseph Lalli Miracle
Field. This facility consists of a fenced
baseball field with a cushioned rubberized
surface, and accessible ramps and dugouts.
Managed by Acton Recreation, the Miracle
Field is home to the Miracle League of
Massachusetts.

NARA hosts many community events
such as a July 4th celebration, LGBTQ+
Pride Festival, multiple cultural events,
and concerts, among other events. Acton
Recreation offers classes and summer
camp at the park. Picnic facilities are
available for rent. Many individuals and
companies use the facilities for corporate
picnics, weddings, and other private and
public events. A ten-year NARA Master
Plan was written in 2016 and may be

viewed here: https://www.acton-ma.
gov/DocumentCenter/View/5616/NARA-

- - - - ? i =
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The NARA Sports Plaza was completed in
2022. Comprised of two buildings, “North”
and the “South,” this facility provides fully-
accessible family restrooms for Miracle
Field athletes. The sports plaza buildings
were originally two single-family modular
homes, donated by a local contractor

and moved to the site. The Sports Plaza
provides much-needed recreation and
summer camp office space, storage space,
restroom facilities, and a snack bar. Other
updates include a paved ramp onto the field
for vehicle access and concert parking; a
storage building behind the amphitheater
stage; LED lighting around the park and
stage; and the fully-accessible Picnic
Pavilion, completed in 2014. The Picnic
Pavilion is a post and beam structure with
a roof, dance floor, electricity, and audio-
visual capability. The Picnic Pavilion

has a stunning view of the pond and a
rain garden filled with perennials and
flowering shrubs.

JONES FIELD

Jones Field is located on Martin Street at
the intersection of Stow Street, Liberty
Street, Martin Street, and Maple Street.
The 3.3- acre parcel consisted of a full-
sized baseball field and diamond and

a playground immediately adjacent to

the banks of Fort Pond Brook. The Town
eliminated the baseball diamond due

to lack of use. Funded by CPA and with
community fundraising efforts, a new,
universally- inclusive playground was
installed in 2020 with a rubber surface
and dedicated parking. Shade trees were
planted on Arbor Day 2021. In 2023, Eagle
Scouts constructed and installed a kiosk
outside the playground to post local events
and happenings. The same year, the Town
added sand next to the playground to
provide three new volleyball courts for
the community.

CONCORD ROAD FIELD

Concord Road Field (a.k.a. Woodlawn Field)
is located on Concord Road. between Ice
House Pond and the Woodlawn Cemetery
entrance. It is an irrigated, multiuse field.
There is a lease agreement between the
Recreation Commission and the Cemetery
Commission, and the site will eventually be
used for burial purposes.

HART FIELD

Located at the Conant Elementary School,
Hart Field was taken off line from regular
use due to its inaccessibility, small size, and
lack of demand.
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MACPHERSON FIELD

MacPherson Field is located at the Conant
Elementary School. It consists of a baseball
diamond and shaded dugouts, constructed
with grant funds from the Melanoma
Foundation.

GREAT HILL FIELD

Great Hill is located on School Street
behind the South Acton Fire station. It
has space for two soccer fields, but they
have not been used in the past ten years
primarily because of the high-water table
and the presence of dogs and dog waste.

LITTLE GREAT HILL FIELD

Little Great Hill is located off School Street
behind the South Acton Fire Station and to
the left of the Great Hill Field. It contains
small soccer fields. This area has not been
used in the past ten years for the same
reasons as the Great Hill Field.

ELM STREET FIELD

The Elm Street playing fields are located in
West Acton. The facility includes a picnic
shelter, two tennis courts, four pickleball
courts, and a lighted softball diamond.
The lighting of the field is automatically
scheduled by the use of Musco’s Control-
Link computer system. A new playground



Sunset on Baker's Pond Photo by Mandy Lawson

was constructed in 2015 with donated
equipment from a local preschool.

VETERANS MEMORIAL FIELD (ROUTE 2A/27)
Veteran's Field is located at the intersection
of Route 2A and Route 27. This field
consists of two irrigated Little League
diamonds, and a playground. This is a
tournament-quality lighted field. Acton-
Boxborough Youth Baseball (ABYB) has
invested time, materials and funds in its
upkeep. The turf was re-sodded in 2021.
There are shaded dugouts and an Eagle
Scout built wooden floors to cut down on
the mud in the dugouts. A wood turtle
habitat restoration project was undertaken
in cooperation with Zoo New England

and Natural Resources in 2020. An area
behind the baseball bleachers was cleared
of invasive plants and volunteers replanted
the area with native plants that the turtles
browse on during their summers on land.
The wood turtles spend part of the year in
Nashoba Brook adjacent to Veterans’ Field.
An Eagle Scout created an educational info
panel and installed it at the habitat site

in 2022.

SCHOOL STREET
The School Street fields are located at
the end of School Street Extension off

Route 2 East. There is a lease agreement
between the Massachusetts Department
of Correction and the Conservation
Commission whereby the State may farm
the 31-acre Wetherbee Conservation Area
crop field in exchange for the Town of
Acton to use the “multiusefields.” Two
cricket pitches were added in 2017. Cricket
has become very popular and more cricket
pitches are in demand.

GOWARD PLAYGROUND

Goward playground is located behind

the Acton Memorial Library at 486 Main
Street in Acton Center. The land behind
Memorial Library known as Goward Field
was purchased from the Acton Agricultural
Fair in 1961 for the site of the Highway
Department. That operation was moved

in 1960 and the parcel is now used as

a playground. The entire playground

was replaced in 2014 with funding from
Annual Town Meeting and a Friends of the
Playground community group fundraiser.

GARDNER PLAYGROUND

Gardner Field and playground are located
on Route 111 (Massachusetts Avenue) near
Kinsley Road. The field consists of a fully
inclusive playground and field area. A small
parking lot was installed in 2023 and there
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The Pam Resor Organic Orchard ribbon cutting ceremony at Morrison Farm

is on street parking in West Acton Village.
This newly installed playground (2023) was
funded by CPA and fundraising efforts by
the Friends of Gardner Field.

T.J. O'GRADY MEMORIAL SKATE PARK.

This facility located at 66 Hayward Road
was opened in 2005 and was finally
completed after several construction
phases in 2021. It is free and open to

the general public during daylight
hours. The park is dedicated to a boy

named T.J. O'Grady who was killed while
skateboarding in Boxborough in 1998.

T.J’s mother, Lori O’'Grady, along with many
of T.Js friends and families formed a T.].
O’Grady Memorial Skate Park Committee
to construct a safe place for people to
skateboard and inline skate. Many generous
community members made the park
possible with donations. A skate bowl was
built in 2021, followed by a newly renovated
skate plaza.
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ROBBINS MILL RECREATION AREA

In 2011, the Town of Acton accepted

this facility as a gift from the Robbins
Mill Estates Subdivision. It consists of a
playground, picnic shelter, water fountain,
basketball court, small multiuse field,

and 4o0-space parking lot provided by the
developer, Pulte Homes. There is a trail
kiosk adjacent to the playground with maps
of the Robbins Mill conservation land trail
system. This trail system is contiguous
with the “North Acton Woods” trails
including Nashoba Brook, Spring Hill, and
Camp Acton conservation lands, over 500
acres of conservation land and 7 miles of
trails.

MIRACLE FIELD

In 2009, Lauren and Andy Richardt formed
the Miracle League of Boston, a local
franchise of a nationwide organization,
Miracle League, which sponsors baseball
opportunities for children with disabilities.
It was the first such franchise formed in
Massachusetts. Natura Resources Director,
Tom Tidman, suggested the current
location adjacent to NARA and worked
with local engineers, architects, and
contractors, who donated valuable support
and secured funding. Local philanthropist
Steven Steinberg matched $100,000 in



donations by naming it the Joseph Lalli
Miracle Field in honor of his business
partner. The fully accessible field was
completed in 2012.

OTHER RECREATIONAL AND OPEN SPACE
PUBLIC AREAS

The following section describes the
miscellaneous properties belonging to the
Town of Acton not fully covered in the
above listings.

THE MORRISON FARM PROPERTY

Located at 116 Concord Road in East Acton,
the 32-acre Morrison Farm property lies
between the Woodlawn Cemetery and

Ice House Pond, an impounded portion
of Nashoba Brook. The southern, front
portion (about 17 acres) on Concord Road
is open field with a farmhouse, garage,
barn, three out-buildings, and the rear,
forested portion (about 15 acres). In 2005,
the Massachusetts Historical Commission
determined that both the Morrison farm
and the Ice House Pond properties are
eligible for placement on the National
Register of Historic Places.

Town Meeting voted to acquire the
property for $1.3MM in 1997 for
General Municipal. The Morrison Farm

Reuse Committee developed a plan to
accommodate citizens’ desires, taking into
account the land’s historic and rural value.
Since purchasing the land, the former farm
fields of Alfalfa have been converted to
biodiverse meadows which are maintain
through the eco-mowing program. These
fields support a wide variety of grassland-
dependent bird, mammal, and insect
species. The property along Concord Road
is conjoined with four other historic

sites: the East Acton Village Green; the
site of the former Concord Ice Company
at Ice House Pond; the Captain Robbins

historic cellar hole and alarm stone site;
and the Woodlawn Cemetery with historic
gravestones and stone chapel.

In honor of former State Senator Pam
Resor, in 2012, State Senator Jamie Edridge
commemorated the the Pam Resor Organic
Orchard. The orchard has a collection

of ten fruit trees including apple, peach,
pear, and cherry maintained by volunteers
and Conservation staff and is located
northeast of the farmhouse. In 2018, the
Town obtained a Community Preservation
Act grant to install a private well for

Accessible pathway at the Acton Arboretum Photo by Nora Masler
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Morrison Farm Community Garden. A local
corporation donated a small shed, installed
at Morrison Farm. Its primary use is for
Land Stewardship Committee tools and
equipment storage.as well as the water tank
and power supply for the well.

Morrison farm has a popular trail

system through and around the fields
and meadows, along Nashoba Brook/Ice
House Pond, and into the woods. Parking
is located at 120 Concord Road at a paved
parking lot (with pervious pavement). An
ADA trail, completed in 2021, comprised of
Zeager “Wood Carpet” leads over several
boardwalks along the brook. A kiosk with
historic information panels in the same
style as the Trail Through Time stands at
the trailhead. There is a picnic area with
benches adjacent to the parking lot. The
Acton Land Stewardship Committee has
a designated steward, who monitors and
cares for the trails and kiosk at Morrison
Farm.

COMMUNITY GARDENS

Three areas of the town offer opportunities
for residents and non-residents to rent

a small garden plot each season for a
nominal fee, managed by the Cemetery
Department:

Inventory of Lands of Conservation and Recreation Interest

Owl Perch Photo by Nancy Hunton

- «North Acton Community Gardens
located at 845 Main Street (conservation
land)— 46 plots

« «Morrison Farm located at 116 Concord
Road (municipal land)- 38 plots.

+ +Hebert Farm Community Garden
located at 88 Prospect Street (Town of
Acton leases small portion of private
property)—32 plots.

Please visit https://actonma.myrec.com/
info/default.aspx for more information on

Community Gardens.

THE ACTON TOWN COMMON

The Acton Town Common includes

the open space and buildings that
constitute the civic center of Acton. The
various parcels that make up the land
were purchased and assembled over
many years beginning in 1735 when the
property now known as Meeting House
Hill at 510 Main Street (on the corner

of Nagog Hill Road and Main St.) was
established as the first meeting house
(then a combined church and town hall),
a prerequisite for Acton to split from
Concord and become incorporated as a
town. In 1802 the town hall property at
472 Main Street was purchased. There
were numerous unsuccessful attempts



—

Ice House Operations on Ice House Pond in the 1950's Photo courtesy the Acton Historical Society

to make the Common a public livestock
grazing area. In 1851 the Davis Monument
was erected on the Common in memory
of Capt. Isaac Davis, Abner Hosmer, and
James Hayward, all killed at the Battle of
the North Bridge on April 19, 1775, and their
remains are entombed in the monument.
In 1889 a small parcel was added to allow
the construction of the Acton Memorial
Library, which was donated by William H.
Wilde as a library, Civil War monument,
and meeting room for the Grand Army

of the Republic. In 1901 in compliance

with the Massachusetts Shade Tree
Law, the Town appointed a Tree Warden
and formalized the care of the public
shade trees.

In the 1960’s the Acton Center School,
which had occupied the site of the first
meeting house, was torn down and Meeting
House Hill became landscaped open space
maintained by the Town of Acton and the
Acton Garden Club. In 1996 Town Meeting
voted to use part of Goward Field for an
expansion to the Memorial Library and at

the same time approved funds to purchase
the residence at 17 Woodbury Lane, the
historic Asa Parlin House. Plans are
ongoing to renovate the Asa Parlin House
for use as public meeting space.

The Common now consists of
approximately ten acres including the
Monument Triangle, the Town Hall/
Memorial Library Complex, Center Fire
Station, Municipal Properties office at 468
Main Street, Goward Field Playground,
Meeting House Hill, and the “front lawns”
of the buildings along Main Street from
Newtown Road to Nagog Hill Road. This
property is the true geographical, civic
center of Acton. On the Common and on
the surrounding structures are monuments
and remembrances of the Revolution, the
War of 1812, the Civil War, the Spanish
American War, the First World War, the
Second World War, the Korean War, and the
Vietnam War.

The grounds of the Common are
maintained primarily by Acton Municipal
Properties and the Department of Public
Works with assistance from the Acton
Garden Club. Any formal activities on the
Common are regulated by the Select Board.
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Table 5.4 School Properties Land Use Analysis

Forest/Wet/ Athletic  Parking/Roads/
Property ID Location School/Campus Total Area Undeveloped Open Playground Field Building
137 80 Taylor Rd Conant 24.4 7.29 6.5 0.64 1.76 8.21
E2-247 7 Elm Street Gates / Douglas 3319 14.72 1.86 1.26 4.62 11.44
F3-74-1 312 Main st Charter Rd. Campus 4.24 4.24 (0] o o (0]
F3-15 70 Hayward Rd rear Charter Rd. Campus 15.92 ©.85 (0] (0] 6.57 o
F3-6 88 Hayward Rd Charter Rd. Campus 0.74 0.74 (0] o o o
F3-16-1 68 Hayward Rd Charter Rd. Campus 0.33 0.33 (0] (0] o (0]
F3-31-1 23 Charter Rd rear Charter Rd. Campus 3 o (0] o 3 (0]
F3-31 9 Charter Rd Charter Rd. Campus 25.15 9.71 0.5 2.73 1.89 10.32
F2-109 441 Mass Ave Charter Rd. Campus 7.32 0.85 0.92 o 0.73 4.82
F2-101 12 Charter Rd Charter Rd. Campus 16.59 3.7 0.53 (0] 4.88 7.48
F2-49 108 Hayward Rd rear | Charter Rd. Campus 9.09 3.96 (0] o o 5.13
F2-50 92 Hayward Rd rear Charter Rd. Campus 8.76 o (0] (0] o 8.76
F3-27 23 Charter Rd Charter Rd. Campus 9.1 o (0] o 5.12 3.98
E3-8 24 Arlington St rear n/a 24.94 24.94 (0] (0] o 0]
Totals 183.48 79.83 10.31 4.63 28.57 60.14

(Estimated areas in acres)
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The Common is the site of events such as
plant sales, book sales, reenactments, and
parades. It is a passive recreational space
accessible to all. In 2023 changes were
made to Concord Road making each side
of the fork that intersects with Main Street
one way.

WEST ACTON VILLAGE OPEN SPACE
West Acton Village has several very small
parcels of publicly-owned land that have

significance as historical and cultural open
spaces. These are reviewed below.

EDWARDS SQUARE

Edwards Square is a small (1,000 SF

+/-) green triangle at the confluence of
Massachusetts Avenue, Arlington Street
and Central Street. It is dedicated to the
memory of Sidney Edwards who was killed
by hostile fire in France during World War
One while serving in the Canadian Army.
This parcel serves as the terminus of the

Inventory of Lands of Conservation and Recreation Interest

Memorial Day parade every other year,
and was the site of peace vigils during the
Vietnam War. It is just a bit of grass with
three Ash trees and a c. 1900 horse trough
that is planted by the Acton Garden Club,
but it acts as a bit of relief to the dense
urban core that represents other portions
of West Acton Village.

WINDSOR BUILDING
The Windsor Building is the current name
for the 1904 West Acton Fire Station. That



Remains of historic features within Acton’s woods
Photo by Emily McDowell

building was spun off for other uses, such
as a Teen Center, a meeting area for the
“Acton Minutemen,” and the Food Pantry.
The building is currently support space
to the West Acton Citizens’ Library book
sales. The Municipal Properties office has
been conducting historic preservation

on the building using Community
Preservation Funds.

WEST ACTON CITIZENS’ LIBRARY

The West Acton Citizens’ Library on
Windsor Avenue is Acton’s original and
oldest library dating back to c.1884. The
building dates back to c. 1840 and is the
oldest town-owned building. The grounds
have been landscaped in period fashion by
the Municipal Properties and the Acton
Garden Club. Citizens’ Library has joined
the Minuteman Library network enabling
people to search and request books through
the system to be picked up in West Acton.
The library is cozy with a large selection of
best seller fiction and nonfiction, holiday
cookbooks and current magazines. They
offer book sales, story time, and a seed
library, where gardeners borrow seeds
from the library and return a portion of
their own seeds at the end of the growing
season.

EAST ACTON VILLAGE GREEN

Located on the corner of Great Road and
Concord Road is a small park, named the
East Acton Village Green. There is an
accessible walkway, picnic table, bench,
pollinator garden, and small lawn area.
The Green commemorates three Acton
citizens: Micki Williams, Mary Michelman,
and Carol Holley. All three women were
dedicated to the community and were
champions of environmental and civic
causes. The tiny park was completed and
commemorated in 2023. Construction was
paid for by a grant from the Community
Preservation Fund. The gardens are
maintained by volunteers.

Prior to European contact, Massachusett
Native Americans lived in this area.
Native fishing and hunting occurred
around Nashoba Brook along a well-
worn Native American trail that later
became Great Road (Route 2A). There are
six panels displayed on the East Acton
Village Green site adjacent to Nashoba
Brook with many color photographs
depicting historical information about
the Native American presence, the
industrial mills, transportation, railroads,
and ice production. There is a man-made
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“The Regulars are Coming” from Inscription on the Captain Robbins Monument Stone, East Acton Village

impoundment underneath Concord Road,
which creates Ice House Pond.

East Acton Village Green sits on the

site of the East Acton railroad station,
originally built in 1871 for the Framingham
and Lowell (“F&L”) Railroad connecting
the Lowell mills to Framingham and the
Boston to Albany mainline. A second set
of tracks existed for the Nashua, Acton,
and Boston (“NAB”) line, which also passed
through here. The NAB opened in 1873

and ran from Nashua, NH to Middlesex
Junction near the Concord State Prison and
West Concord. Acton mill owner Daniel
Wetherbee was instrumental in lobbying
for the railroads and saw these routes as
directly opening markets for his business
and for local farmers. There is another
information panel dedicated to protecting
Acton’s streams and water supply based
on Mary Michelman’s Stream Teams and
environmental education initiative.

Inventory of Lands of Conservation and Recreation Interest

The train tracks were removed and Phase
2A (5 miles connecting Acton, Carlisle and
Westford) of the Bruce Freeman Rail Trail
Acton section was completed 2018. The
East Acton Village Green is a convenient
pocket park for travelers along the rail trail
seeking a good place for a picnic.

ICE HOUSE POND MINI-PARK, TRAIL TO MORRISON
FARM, AND PARKING AREA

The Community Preservation Act funded a
27-car permeable parking lot for visitors to
the Ice House Pond public fishing and boat
launch area. An oak, post and beam kiosk
stands at the trailhead of an ADA trail that
runs along Nashoba Brook/Ice House Pond.
The trail surface is made of permeable and
accessible Zeager “Wood Carpet.” The green
has several labeled specimen trees, a picnic
table and memorial bench. The parking

lot is popular for Bruce Freeman Rail Trail
visitors. There are 4 information panels

in the kiosk using the Trail Through Time
style and formatting, informing readers
about the history of Morrison Farm and the
ice business, as well as a map of the Bruce
Freeman Rail Trail.

CAPTAIN JOSEPH ROBBINS’ HOUSE SITE AND
ALARM STONE

Located at 112 Concord Road (Town Parcel
ID G4-9) is the Captain Robbins’ Cellar



Hole. The house that once stood on the
existing granite block foundation burned
down around 1830. Robbins commanded
the East Acton Militia and on the morning
of April 19, 1775, marched with Captain
Isaac Davis of the Acton Minutemen to
battle the British Regulars in the famous
battles in Concord and Lexington at the
start of the American Revolution. On April
19, 1895 the “Alarm Stone” was installed

in front of the cellar hole. The area was
cleared and landscaped with granite steps.
An educational information panel telling
the story of this historic site was installed
in 2022.

SCHOOL DEPARTMENT FIELDS AND PLAYGROUNDS
The Acton-Boxborough Regional School
District owns approximately 66.6 acres
of land, and the Acton School District
controls 121.77 acres of land which is
under town ownership. Although there
are buildings on move of this acreage, the
school campuses and grounds provide
valuable recreation space. In addition,
almost 80 acres are forest, wetland or
undeveloped open space. In 2014 the
Towns of Acton and Boxborough at their
respective annual town meetings voted
to officially amend their Agreement for

a Regional School District to establish a

Acton-Boxborough Regional High School seniors volunteer to remove invasive
species from Town pollinator gardens for the Senior Community Service Day

pre-school through grade 12 regional school
district and regional school committee.
The new agreement allows pupils to attend
an elementary school in either Acton
Boxborough regardless of which town they
reside in.

In 2023 a new triple school building

named the Boardwalk Campus School

was completed. The old CT Douglas and
Paul P. Gates School buildings, as well as
their playgrounds and ball fields on Elm
and Spruce Streets (respectively), were
demolished in phases. The new triple
school building houses the Carol Heubner
Early Childhood Program, Douglas and
Gates Elementary Schools, each on their
own separate floor. The former Douglas and
Gates campuses are connected by an ADA,
covered boardwalk over Fort Pond Brook.
There are newly constructed playgrounds,
ball courts, playing fields, and parking areas
within the refurbished, 31-acre campus.

In addition to those parcels directly
associated with the various school
campuses, the District owns a separate,
undeveloped 25-acre parcel of particular
interest as a potential conservation parcel.
This parcel is located at 24 Arlington Street
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and was acquired in 1962 as a potential
school site. However, the soils were
subsequently determined to be unsuitable
for construction. In addition, the parcel
contains two centrally-located vernal pools
protected under the local and state wetland
regulations.

SCHOOL PLAYGROUNDS AND PLAYING FIELDS
There are a number of playgrounds and
playing fields located on the various school
campuses in town. These include the
following:

- Playgrounds
« Luther Conant School, 8o Taylor Road

- The Boardwalk School (Gates School’s
former campus), 75 Spruce Street

- The Boardwalk School, (Douglas School’s
former Campus) 21 Elm Street

« Merriam School, 11 Charter Road

+ McCarthy-Towne School, 11 Charter Road
Playing Fields

« RJ. Grey Junior High School, 16 Charter
Road

Acton-Boxboro Regional High School, 36
Charter Road

INTERMUNICIPAL AGREEMENTS

- Intermunicipal Agreements between
the Town of Acton and the Acton-
Boxborough Regional School District
have created expanded recreational
opportunities at school facilities for all
of the Acton community, beyond their
routine school usage. These agreements
were forged as a key piece of several
funding initiatives for active recreation
projects through the Community

Members of the community, Friends of the Bruce Freeman Rail Trail, and Town
staff welcome visitors to the Minuteman Bike Share Program

Inventory of Lands of Conservation and Recreation Interest

Preservation Act (CPA). To date, the
projects funded via this method include:

- 2005 High School Synthetic Turf Football
Field—Leary Field, ABRHS

- 2006 Douglas School Basketball Courts—
Douglas School

- 2007 High School Baseball and Tennis
Court Sports Lighting, ABRHS




Wintergreen

Photo by Emily McDowell

- 2012 (Proposed) Lower Fields Project
(sports lighting, parking, skating bowl),
ABRHS and T.J. O'Grady Skate Park

Water-based recreation

This section provides a review of the water-
based recreation areas in Acton.

NARA

NARA Beach provides the only public
swimming area in town and serves over 600
seasonal members, in addition to selling
over 4,500 daily passes each season. Fishing
and boating are enjoyed by patrons.

GREAT HILL RECREATION AREA SKATING POND
The pond is a %-acre impoundment created
by excavating an old, silted-up farm pond
that was reverting into a red maple swamp.
Completed in 1986, the pond is used for
skating, fishing and wildlife viewing.

MILL POND RECREATION AREA

This half-acre site is located between

Main Street and the Fort Pond Brook Mill
Pond, above the 1848 stone dam near the
site of Faulkner Mills. The site has a half-
acre of grass, and is open to the water for
fishing and related activities. This area’s
use is somewhat limited by lack of on-site
parking. The ARRT near this site improved
access. This location also houses a pumping

facility for Acton’s wastewater treatment
system.

ROBBINS MILL POND

This is a man-made impoundment in

the Nashoba Brook Conservation Area.
The pond, approximately three acres in
size, is the site of mill foundations and

an earth fill dam that dates back to pre-
Colonial times. In 1990, the town, using
funds for materials donated by the Acton
Conservation Trust, rebuilt the dam
extensively. The restored impoundment is
suitable for fishing, canoeing and wildlife
study. Additional reconstruction was
undertaken in 1995, utilizing an eight-man
crew from the Northeastern Correctional
Facility in Concord. The State Office of Dam
Safety and the Acton DPW monitor the
safety of the Town-owned dam.

GRASSY POND

The boardwalks and trails leading to Grassy
Pond, in the Grassy Pond Conservation
Area, provide access into the pond for
fishing, canoeing and wildlife study. This
large pond covers about 20 acres.

ARBORETUM POND
A 4,000-square-foot pond was excavated
at the Arboretum in 1991. This small pond

The Town of Acton 2024-2031 Open Space and Recreation Plan
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provides an open water habitat for birds
and other wildlife that reside in, or migrate
through, the Arboretum.

ARBORETUM BOG BOARDWALK

There is a 100-yard-long boardwalk across
the quaking bog located at the Arboretum.
This boardwalk, which includes an
observation bench, allows close study

of bog plants and related wildlife. Many
elementary classes study the bog and

its inhabitants each year during outings
hosted by the Conservation Division.

WILL’S HOLE BOG BOARDWALK

The boardwalk into Will’s Hole, a kettle-
hole pond and associated quaking bog,
provides safe access to the pond for wildlife
and plant observation.

ICE HOUSE POND

This is a four-acre impoundment of
Nashoba Brook, located on town-owned
land at the intersection of Concord Road
and Great Road. Since management
activities (including yearly draining)
related to ice harvesting stopped in the
1950s, the pond was very rapidly filling
with floating and emergent vegetation that
cut into the recreational potential of the
site. In 1995 the pond was de-watered and

dredged to restore its value as a boating
and fishing area. Because of the proximity
of the parking area to the water’s edge,
this site has the potential for handicapped
access for water recreation. Ongoing
invasive plant removal is necessary to
control eutrophication and maintain the
pond an open water resource.

SANDY POND

In 1988 a contractor dredged a two-acre
pond located near Sandy Drive, off of
School Street, that is located on town
conservation land. This impoundment
is accessible to the public for fishing and
nature study.

53 RIVER STREET HISTORIC MILL PARK

Town Meeting voters approved the Town
to purchase the 7.26-acre industrial
property in 2017 using free cash with an
eye to ecological restoration of riparian
habitat and recreation. Local, State and
Federal permits were acquired to begin
construction in 2023 to remove the unsafe
dam across Fort Pond Brook and the old
machine shop. A historic, neighborhood
park with gardens, trails, and access for
fishing and wildlife viewing is expected
to be complete for public use in the

near future.

Inventory of Lands of Conservation and Recreation Interest

Bike trails

Two paved bike trails built on former rail
road lines run through portions of the
town, the Assabet River Rail Trail, passing
through South Acton, and the Bruce
Freeman Rail Trail, passing through North
Acton. Both rail trails are very popular with
joggers, walkers, bicyclists, roller bladers,
skaters, and strollers. The rail trails are
ADA-accessible. The portions that are
within Town of Acton borders are owned
and maintained by the Acton Department
of Public Works.

ASSABET RIVER RAIL TRAIL (ARRT)

The ARRT is a 12.5 mile, paved, multi-use
recreational rail trail that passes through
the communities of Marlborough, Hudson,
Stow, Maynard and Acton. The trail is built
along the abandoned rail bed of the former
Marlborough Branch of the Fitchburg
Railroad, which was active from 1850 until
1979. The right-of-way parallels the Assabet
River in the trail’s midsection. At the north
end it veers to the South Acton MBTA train
station. As of June 2020, the southwest 5.1-
mile portion of the trail from Marlborough
to Hudson and the northeast 3.4-mile
portion running from the South Acton
MBTA station to the Maynard-Stow border
are complete.



Approximately 1.1 miles of the trail runs
through Acton. The trail’s alignment
follows the railroad right-of-way (ROW)
from the Maynard-Acton town line on
Route-27. It runs parallel to the Stonefield
Farm crop fields. There is a small parking
area at the end of Sylvia Street. After it
crosses Mill Pond on an existing 37-foot-
long timber trestle bridge, the trail reaches
the edge of the adjacent Caouette-Simeone
Conservation Land farm fields. The trail
exits out the property’s access to Maple

Street, where there is on-street parking and

an information kiosk. This is the limit of
the ARRT in South Acton Village.

Trail users are able use a crosswalk across

Maple Street to reach the south platform of

the Acton MBTA station, where bike racks
are located. The trail head is less than a
half mile from Great Hill Recreation Area
and the Acton Discovery Museum and
just over a mile from Acton-Boxborough
school campus at Kelley’s Corner. Historic
buildings are close by in South Acton
Village — Exchange Hall, Jones Tavern and
Faulkner Homestead.

The southernmost portion of the ARRT
in Acton is flanked on each side by a red
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maple swamp. These wooded wetlands give
rise to a brook that flows under the trail
and under Route 27, eventually joining
Pratt’s Brook. This section of the ARRT is
within a Groundwater Protection District
Zone 3, and the 100-year flood plain.

The trail runs through wetlands once again

as it nears Mill Pond, which was created
by damming Fort Pond Brook. The Mill
Pond and its surroundings are strikingly
beautiful. The trestle crossing the pond
offers a prime viewpoint. Rail trail users

may observe waterfowl including great blue

heron, wood duck, osprey and mallards.

BRUCE FREEMAN RAIL TRAIL (BFRT)

The Bruce Freeman Rail Trail (BFRT), a
linear path, provides a 4.9-mile accessible
pedestrian and bicycle route within Acton,
connects to an additional 20 miles of

the trail to the north (Carlisle, Westford,
Chelmsford, and Lowell) and the south
(Concord, Sudbury, and Framingham).

« The BFRT is a 25-mile multi-modal trail
running from Lowell to Sudbury via the
dormant Penn Central Railroad (a/k/a
New Haven Railroad Framingham &
Lowell line) right-of-way now owned by
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Inventory of Lands of Conservation and Recreation Interest

Marshland Photo by Astrid Trostorff

(just south of Crosspoint Towers, Lowell
to ~Route 20 in Sudbury) and by the
transportation firm CSX (~Route 20,
Sudbury to ~Route 30, Framingham). Trail
development was segmented into the
following phases:

Phase 2B is 0.8 miles continuing in Acton
to the Concord Border at Route 2, then
crossing Route 2 via a bridge terminating
at Commonwealth Avenue in Concord
(Approximately 0.3 miles of Phase 2B are
in Acton).

Phase 2C is 3.0 miles and continues on
the ROW to the Concord border.

Phase 2D continues 4.6 miles on the ROW
to approximately Route 20 in Sudbury.

As of January 2024, this segment was still
under construction, nearing completion.

Phase 3 continues 4.7 miles on the
ROW to approximately Route 30 in
Framingham.

There will be two rail trails in Sudbury:
The Bruce Freeman Rail Trail and

the Mass Central Rail Trail. They will
intersect at the “diamond” just north of
Route 20 near Union Ave.

Sudbury’s segment of the Mass Central
Rail Trail features 4.6 miles of paved path



Table 5.5 Lands Owned by the Acton Water District

Deed ACQUISITION Deed ACQUISITION
PLATE PARCEL LOCATION (Book/Page) DATE ACRES PLATE PARCEL LOCATION (Book/Page) DATE ACRES
B-5 | 035-01 | 924R Main Street 18548/226 1987 2.1 F-2 110 494 Mass Ave 20848/244 1990 2.75
B-6 1 960-962R Main Street 19375/003 1988 33.33 F-2 121 500R Mass Ave. 19703/504 1989 5.29
B-6 | 001-01 | 960-962 Main Street 19375/003 1988 24.37 F-2B 31 504 Mass Ave. 15915/301 1984 5.5
B-6 2-3 962 Main Street 51709/210 2008 0.2 F-2B | 031-10 | 514 Mass Ave. 15915/301 1984 1.45
B-6 11 954-956 Main Street 19375/003 1988 0.43 G-1 102 OOO9R Ticonderoga 13226/656 1977 11.39
B-6 | 012-01 | 941-959 Main Street LC997/172 1985 10.92 G-1 141 051R Ethan Allen 10384/195 1963 2.04
B-6 13 942 Main Street 01067/015 1991 4.28 G-1 322 37 Squirrel Hill Rd. 59038/398 2012 0.08
C-3 8 283-295 Nagog Hill Rd. | 12582/076 1974 26.5 G-2 139 211 Main Street 3776/120 1913 4.9
D-4 30 629-639 Main Street 14500/437 1981 1.48 H-4 76 315 School Street 11816/511 1970 29.12
D-4 34 619-627 Main Street 14500/437 1981 2.98 H-4 113 028 Lawsbrook Rd. 11828/413 1970 13.9
D-5 13 013 Wyndcliff Drive 14044/050 1980 7.29 H-4 114 064R Lawsbrook Rd. 11828/413 1970 9.4
E-1 2 693-699 Mass Ave. LC652/167 1961 10.58 H-4 119 056R Lawsbrook Rd. 11803/266 1970 13.3
E-1 3 677-683 Mass Ave. LC654/074 1961 10.34 H-4 126 064 Lawsbrook Rd. 11828/413 1970 5.3
E-1 4 687-689 Mass Ave. unknown unknown 5 H-4 130 044 Lawsbrook Rd. 11828/413 1970 5.3
E-4 4 599-615 Main Street 8681/282 1956 H-4 134 052R Lawsbrook Rd. LC791/049 1970 0.85
E-4 4 599-615 Main Street 08737/531 1956 H-4 135 052R Lawsbrook Rd. 11824/156 1970 1.51
E-4 4 599-615 Main Street 8619/590 1955 13.67 H-4 139-01 | O60R Lawsbrook Rd. 11280/135 1967 0.96
E-4 4 599-615 Main Street 8681/280 1956 -3 135-01 | 39-41R Independence 19427/393 1988 0.45
E-4 11 585 Main Street 71989/125 2018 11.27 -3 136-01 Ill(.)lf-&LOGR Powder 18980/054 1088 478
E-4 47 549 Main Street 82287/346 2023 56.85 : .
. 25-27R
Behind Post -3 145 19427/393 1988 1.83
E-4 47-1 Tl Sepu 25911/36 1995 24.25 Independence Rd.
F-1 1 693 Mass Ave. LC652/167 1961 0.5 -3 145-1 2SS 19427/393 1988 0.45
Independence Rd.
F-1 4 680-700 M Ave. 12621/663 1974 40.44
gss Ave 4 e 21 | 082R Powder Mill Rd. | LC831/084 1973 9.6
F-1 001 Birch Ridge Rd. 12621/663 1974 0.76 - -
J-3 21-3 30 Knox Trail Behind 1015/189 2008 0.81
F-1 11 005 Birch Ridge Rd. 12621/663 1974 0.46 -
J-3 34 284-290 High Street 11919/434 1970 56
F-1 19 007 Birch Ridge Rd. 12621/663 1974 0.47 -
J-3 34-5 | 16 Knox Trail 62821/180 2013 4.1
F-1 27 009 Birch Ridge Rd. 12621/663 1974 0.53
Total Acres 480.54
F-1 39 011 Birch Ridge Rd. 12621/663 1974 0.48
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Table 5.6 Lands Owned by the Commonwealth Of Massachusetts

Deed ACQUISITION
PLATE PARCEL LOCATION (Book/Page) DATE ACRES

C-5 89 066-070 Harris Street 8181/354 1953 1.4
C-5 090-02 | O66R Harris Street 10928/156 1965 0.5
E-3 81 60R Washington Drive 7866/367 1952 3.98
D-4 23 592 Main St. Rear 1993 8
D-4 24 592 Main St. Rear 1993 2
E-4 3-1 600 Main St. 1992 25
F-3 20 349R Main Street unknown unknown 2.5
G-3 12 332-338 Mass Ave. 12449/652 1973 1
G-4 176 99 Mass Ave. 11703/603 1969 2.22
G-4 184 60 Hosmer Street 12717/213 1974 0.92
G-4 185 135-139 Mass Ave. 12731/213 1974 0.78
G-4 187 105-125 Mass Ave. unknown unknown 4
G-4 197 70-88 Hosmer Street 7751/053 1951 13
G-4 198 92-126 Mass Ave. unknown unknown 21
G-4 209 58-76 Wetherbee Street unknown unknown 16
G-5 95 66R Wetherbee Street unknown unknown 4.6
G-5 96 25 Keefe Road Behind unknown unknown 1.1
H-3 38-1 5 River St. and rear unknown unknown 3
H-4 5 320-346 School Street unknown unknown 42
H-4 6 323-347 School Street unknown unknown 50

Total 203

from the Sudbury/Hudson town line to
the Sudbury Substation.

Both the Bruce Freeman Rail Trail and
the Mass Central Rail Trail estimated
completion dates are mid-2024. For
up to date information visit https://
brucefreemanrailtrail.org/

Approximately 4.9 miles of the BFRT

is located in Acton. The trail surface is
bituminous concrete (blacktop) and for

the vast majority is 12 feet wide with 2 feet
shoulders. In addition, much of the BFRT in
Acton is bordered by a parallel 6 feet wide
soft surface path that may be preferred by
runners, and cross-country skiers. Access

Inventory of Lands of Conservation and Recreation Interest

is restricted to pedestrians, and non-
motorized vehicles with the exception of
wheelchairs and emergency vehicles.

Starting in the north at the Carlisle border
just to the east of Main Street (Route 27)
the trail travels south through woods.

Just south of the Carlisle border is a large
parking lot at 1013 Main Street. This section
first parallels and then crosses Main Street
at grade about 0.4 miles south of the
Carlisle border.

West of Main Street the trail follows a
causeway over wetlands of Butter Brook,
crossing the Nashoba Sportsman’s Club
driveway, and continues behind the
Robbins Brook development. It deviates off
the ROW to the west of Rex Lumber, and
then hugging the Rex Lumber property it
enters NARA. Just south of NARA it again
crosses Main Street at grade. This section is
approximately 1.3 miles.

After crossing Main Street, the trail enters
the Nashoba Brook Conservation Area. It
parallels Nashoba Brook through woods
and then over a causeway until crossing
Great Road (Route 2A) via a bridge after
approximately 1.1 miles. This section


https://brucefreemanrailtrail.org/
https://brucefreemanrailtrail.org/

of the trail passes close to the historic
Pencil Factory site and Nashoba Brook
Conservation Area.

The BFRT continues south on the west side
of Great Road and travels behind Gould’s
Plaza until reaching Brook Street for an
at-grade crossing after approximately 0.3
miles. The Trail can be accessed from Brook
Street and from behind Gould’s Plaza.

The Town acquired an easement for BFRT
parking.

Acton =
Bruce Freeman Rail Trail -

{#| Dining P ozsmi
W} Dining/Shops ~ Ausmi
£ Library i3mi

& Historic <4
Corridor

% NARA Park

The Bruce Freeman Rail Trail Photo by Nora Masler

South of Brook Street the trail parallels
Great Road for 1.1 miles until reaching
Concord Road. This section crosses
Nashoba Brook twice as well as the Isaac
Davis Trail (for which there is partial
pedestrian access only twice yearly: Patriots
Day and July 4th). Much of the trail abuts
commercial properties along Great Road.
Access to the eastern section of Great
Road at the Brookside Shops stop light was
provided by an easement at Powers Gallery
at 144 Great Road. Just to the south of 144

Great Road access to the Morrison Land

is possible via an old cart path. There is

a path perpendicular to the BFRT which
leads to a causeway. A small bridge will be
needed to cross Nashoba Brook and enter
the Morrison property. Just before reaching
Concord Road the trail enters the East
Acton Village Green area with access to the
Ice House Pond portion of Nashoba Brook.

After crossing Concord Road, the trail
continues southeast behind Bursaw’s Oil
and first parallels and then crosses Nashoba
Brook again until reaching Wetherbee
Street for an at-grade crossing after 0.3
miles.

After crossing Wetherbee Street, the

trail passes behind Teamworks. The final
portion of the trail in Acton follows the
ROW southeast 0.3 miles until reaching the
Concord Border with a bridge crossing of
Route 2 opened in the summer of 2023.

Updated information can be found at the
Friends of the Bruce Freeman Trail site

hrucef el
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Regional hiking trails

BAY CIRCUIT TRAIL

The Bay Circuit Trail (BCT) is a two-
hundred-mile-long corridor of connected
publicly accessible open spaces running
between the north shore and the south
shore of Massachusetts Bay and touching
fifty Massachusetts towns. The concept
behind this “Outer Emerald Necklace” dates
back to 1929.

To Acton has been a part of the Bay Circuit
Trail for over thirty years, and both the
Conservation Commission and the Board
of Selectmen have dedicated our portion
of the trail corridor that runs through the
Nashoba Brook, Spring Hill, Camp Acton
and Stoneymeade conservation areas. The
trail dedication was made possible by the
purchase, in 1995, of Camp Acton. The
Conservation Division Staff serves as the
local liaison of the Bay Circuit Alliance.
Acton’s LSC is maintaining the trail and
signs within Acton’s boundaries.

Water district lands

The Acton Water District, a municipal
entity separate from the Town of Acton,
owns just over 480 acres of land in town.
Many of these parcels were purchased to

protect the District’s existing groundwater
wells, which are used to supply about 95
percent of the community with public
water. Other parcels were purchased to
protect water resources, including potential
future well sites, to support District
operations, or for the District’s four storage
tanks. While they do hold value for wildlife
and open space preservation, recreational
use of these lands is not generally
permitted except for 549 Main Street.

While most potential shallow aquifer

well sites have been identified, the

District continues to actively evaluate

land purchase opportunities to expand
watershed protections. These lands do not
generate tax revenue but are protected
from most development that is not related
to the operation of the public water system.

Cemetery lands

There are three cemeteries in Acton.
Woodlawn, located on Concord Road in
Acton Center, was established in 1738,

and comprises 80 acres, of which 31 are
developed. Located on Central Street in
West Acton, the Town established Mount
Hope in 1848, with 94 acres, eleven of which
are developed. Forest Cemetery, a half-acre
in size, located on Carlisle Road in North

Inventory of Lands of Conservation and Recreation Interest

Acton, was established in 1750. It is now
fully developed and retired.

These three municipal cemeteries

have value as open space, both in their
undeveloped and developed conditions.
The undeveloped land provides wildlife
habitat and is useful for the type of
passive recreation commonly occurring on
conservation lands. The developed areas
of the cemeteries provide beautifully-
landscaped grounds and wide, paved
roadways that are often used for walking
and bird watching. Finally, the cemeteries
provide an aesthetically-pleasing, peaceful
setting for quiet contemplation and

study of the social and cultural history of
the town.

The Recreation Department has an
agreement with the Cemetery Department
to use a portion of Woodlawn as a

soccer field.

At the present rate of use, the two

active cemeteries will provide sufficient
room for at least 100 years. Even when
fully developed, some areas will be left
untouched, such as wetlands and flood
plains that have value as conservation land.



The value of the developed cemeteries will
only increase in the years to come.

Acton’s Land Stewardship Committee, with
support from the Cemetery Commission,
has improved undeveloped land behind
Mount Hope Cemetery in West Acton.

In 2023, the Conservation Division, Land
Stewards, and volunteers rebuilt a 210-
foot long footbridge. It spans Heath Hen
Meadow Brook, linking the Heath Hen
Meadow Conservation Land to the Mount
Hope property. This provides a connection
between West Acton and the Acton-Stow
border.

State owned lands

The State owns 202 acres of land in Acton,
including 159 acres identified as land with
high conservation and/or recreation value.
The State-owned land falls into four major
categories of open space: land that is part
of the Department of Corrections Farm
(about 100 acres containing active farm
fields); a 16-acre parcel containing the State
Police horse barn and fields; parcels that
were taken when Route 2 was built but
that lie outside of the actual right-of-way;
and the Whittier land (25 acres), under the
Department of Fisheries and Wildlife.

The Corrections Department land is
significant to the Town because the open
fields abutting Route 2 add aesthetic value
to Acton’s rural image. If the State were

to dispose of these lands, the Town would
consider them as a high-priority purchase,
as it did when given the opportunity to
buy the Route 2 Conservation Area (now
the Wetherbee Conservation Area section
5.C.2.18) from the State in the early eighties.

Water on Moss Photo by Nick Terry

On August 14, 2008 the Massachusetts
legislature authorized Chapter 313 of the
Acts of 2008 “An Act Designating Certain
Land in the Towns of Acton and Concord
for Conservation, Agricultural, Open Space,
and Recreational Purposes.” Chapter 313
essentially designated approximately 106
acres of DOC land in Acton, and a similar
area of land in Concord, to be “held solely
for the purpose of open space protection,
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management and conservation, agriculture,
forests, and limited public access for
passive and specified active recreation and
enjoyment.”

Currently, the town of Acton has a ten-year
lease agreement with the Commonwealth
to use 14 acres of open space that runs
along Route 2 and School Street. This
agreement has effectively given the
Commonwealth leasing rights to farm a
portion of the Wetherbee parcel in return
for the use of the 25 acres of School Street
property for recreation playing fields.

The current negotiations have added an
additional requirement for the Town to
institute a forest management program
to protect the forested component of the
remaining Wetherbee property, not in
agricultural use.

Lands owned by the town of Concord
The Town of Concord owns 58 acres in
Acton. This land abuts Nagog Pond,

one of Concord’s Acton’s and Littleton’s
principal water supplies. This land provides
a significant wildlife corridor, greatly
contributes to the rural character of that
part of Town, and has both active and
passive recreation potential. If the Town
of Concord should ever consider public
walking trails on this land, Acton should
help develop an inter-town trail system.

Land owned by Local Land Trusts

In 2008, the local land trust, Acton
Conservation Trust, acquired the 16-acre
Whitcomb land located at 182 Willow
Street. The land provides protection of a
key corridor to Heath Hen Meadow Brook,
a well-known biodiverse wetland for local

native species. Hawk by Acton MBTA Station Photo

by Janet Munson

Table 5.7 Conservation Land Owned by Local Land Trusts

Common Title or

Reference Owner
Acton
2006 | Whitcomb Land | Conservation 16
Trust Inc.

ACRES Protection

BOOK PAGE GIS Parcel ID Location COMMENTS

Provides protection of key connection of

P 46962 | 100 Heath Hen Meadow brook

G1-319 182 Willow St
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D. CONSERVATION RESTRICTIONS ON LANDS WITHIN THE TOWN OF ACTON

Common Title

Grantor/

FY Grantee Acres Protection Received Approved Location Comments
Or Reference Owner
Harold & Adjacent to Water
Breezy Point/ Town of C4-15 & 484-486 Dept. land; CR
1979 Buxton gzzf:: Acton 139 P 12/12/78 | 12/27/78 | 13615 339 C4-17 Great Road extened in 2007 to
ensure perpetuity
Conservation
Commission was
granted an easement
for inspection
R.Smith . purposes, and
1990 | Audubon Hill | Associates, | Restricted | 49.77 P 10/2/89 2/2/90 20065 415 H2A-51-101; 10 Brewster for public access
H3B-19-10 Lane .
Inc. from High St., over
Audubon Drive
and Brewster Lane
to Pratt's Brook
Conservation land.
Haartz The Haartz | Town of Charter Road & | Industrial District
1998 Property Corp. Acton 14.5 P 10/15/96 9/9/97 27757 537 E3-101 87 Hayward Rd | Buffer
Land donated by
Mary and James
James & Mar Gifted Donald with a public
2002 y to Town: SVT/ACT 11.2 P 3/15/00 12/13/01 11456 403 F3-78-1 33 Minot Ave | easement across their
Donald . . -
2001 private land. Primarily
swampland, mixed
forest with trail.
Conserva- Canoe access for
Canoe Leo F tion 13-49 & 67 Powder Mill | public/CR requ. As
2005 . i . 456 P 4/15/04 10/27/04 | 16728 584 Rd and 50 - 56 | part of DEP 85-707
Landing Bertolami | Commis- J3-59-6 . -
sion Powder Mill Rd. | wetlands permit;
3.59 and .97 acres
Paul & Groundwater
Alan Acton protection/ 3.8
Wagner Land/ | Wagner, 66 Lawsbrook | acre portion at 49B
2005 Lawsbrook Lexington sWuateIr 0.13 P 7/21/04 5/25/05 11822 51 H4-126-1 Rd., Acton Lawsbrook Rd.,
Sand & PPy belongs to Concord.
Gravel ACT is back up holder
Industrial District
Haartz The Haartz | Town of Charter Road & | Buffer; added
2006 Property Corp. Acton 6.3 P 3/27/06 5/3/06 50696 555 | E3-85&F3-1 87 Hayward Rd | 6.3 acres to
restricted area
. 50 Nagog Park
Woodlands at Aria @ Town of B5-11 & . Acton/Westford
2010 Laurel Hills Laurel Hills Acton 6.67 P 10/5/06 8/27/10 55334 3 B5-7 A?/iiﬂ\es:i‘se Border
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Common Title

Grantor/

FY Grantee Acres Protection Received Approved Book Location Comments
Or Reference Owner
Two parcels on either
. William Acton F5-15-2 & 63 & 67 side of 65 Esterbrook
2007 | Kingman Land | & Nancy Cons. 6.41 P 10/30/06 | 12/7/06 | 48652 563 Rd. Property
. F5-15-1 Esterbrook Road . .
Kingman Trust contains a tributary
to Nashoba Brook.
Ground water
Carlisle protection for Acton
John and Cons West St., Acton | Water supply. Part
2008 | Valentine Land | Elizabeth ) 14.19 P 10/29/08 | 12/29/08 | 22622 245 B6-20 St.; Acton/ of 119 acres of
. Founda- .
Valentine . Carlisle border | protected land
tion
granted to the
Town of Carlisle
Preserving natural,
scenic value, and
W. R. Town of 50 serve as a buffer
2010 W.R.Grace Grace & A 15.3 P 6/21/10 8/15/19 | 73560 | 127 14-2 Independence | for any future
cton
Co. - Conn Road development
of Grantor's
remaining land.
Acton Deeded to town
2010 | GroenerLand | 0% °F | Cons, 12.5 P 5/18/07 | 1/10/14 | 50251 | 161 | D4-37-6 193 Nagog | 10/19/2007;
Acton Hill Road CR approved
Trust
January, 2014
Gaebel/ Town of Acton 6 Piper Deeded to town
2011 Piper Road Acton _Cr;)l:1ssJ[ 5.24 P 4/13/11 4/20/12 63269 471 H3A-4 Road Rear 2/20/2009
Conserva- Privately held
90 Martin tion . property adjacent
2011 Street Ross Israel Commis- 3.68 P 1/19/12 1/20/12 58324 328 H2-95 90 Martin Street to the CR land,
sion partially farmed.
Caoette/ Town of 2 Stow Street, | Caouette/Simeone
2011 Simeone Land Acton ACT/SVT 8.5 P 7/25/11 6/10/13 56002 381 H2A-62 Acton, MA Irrevocable Trust
Premise is currently
an active golf course
Pulte with the Conservation
Homes Restriction stating
2012 | 2 Skyline Dr | (residence | 19" °F | 9214 P 9/17/15 | 4/18/16 | 67065 | 439 D4-9 354B Great | 4y 2t when the golf
. Acton Road
at Quail course ceases,
Ridge) the property will
be returned to a
natural state
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Common Title

Grantor/

FY Or Reference Owner Grantee Acres  Protection Received Approved Location Comments
Small portion of lot
forming connection
Town of Acton between Piper
2012 | 6 Piper Road Cons. 0.2 P 3/12/12 4/20/12 58934 | 314 H3A-4-1 6 Piper Road
Acton Road easement
Trust .
and Great Hill
Conservation Land
Town purchased
Acton about half of 39
2013 Anderson Town of Cons. 32.77 P 7/29/13 D3-10 180 Newtown acre parcel abutting
Land Acton Road ;
Trust Bullette Conservation
Land using CPC funds
2014 | Wright Hill Town of égtr?sn 14.5 P 11/24/14 | 11/16/16 | 1463 | 105 F2-A-1-2 330 Central | CR approved by
9 Acton T : Street EOEEA 1/2017
Town of Acton 176 Central
2016 | 176 Central St Cons. 11.94 P 3/12/18 4/6/18 70840 920 G2-200 Recorded 4/6/2018
Acton Trust Street
Acton 159 & 165
Grassy Pond Town of D3-11-1, Newtown Rd, Deeds Book
2017 West Acton 'Cl'funsst 10.86 P 12/22/17 | 10/19/18 | 71765 260 D3-11-2 f/k/a 161 70432, Page 393
Newtown
Acton .
2020 Piper Lane Town of Cons. 5.7 P 11/2/20 H3-A-3 4 Piper Ln Rear Sme't.ed to EOEEA
Acton for review
Trust
Agricultural
Stonefield Boston Preservation
2021 Farm Area SVT/ToA 51.5 P 7/30/21 7/22/21 78366 | 376 H2-101 91 Martin Street | Restriticion (APR).
Gleaners Non-profit to support
food insecurity
Purchased by the
549 Main ConCom/ AWD in 2023 - Town
2023 AWD 56.85 P 12/7/23 7/18/24 83021 237 E4-47 549 Main Street | of Acton contributed
Street SVT
$1,000,000 for
CR on property
Total Acres 449.31
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E. CONSERVATION LAND OWNED BY THE TOWN OF ACTON
The table below states for each parcel: Name, Total Acres; Usage, Facilities; Parcel ID; Address; Zoning; Acquisition Date; Level of
Protection; Funding Source and additional comments. Facilities are coded: H = Handicap Accessible; K = Information Kiosks; P = Parking;

T = Trails are blazed.

Managed Conservation Areas Component Parcels

Current Recreation Parcel Deed | Deed | Source of | Level of land | Managing
use Public Access Facilities Potential GIS ID Address Acres | Zone | Acq. Date | Book | Page Funding protection Agency Comment Condition
B=Biking Gg::f:ivv}%vRvn,
S C=Camping ! 0. None Municipal N/A=Not
. T=Trails _ . Town .
Total Conervation _ . E=Education . 1. By Use ConsCom Applicable
P=Parking e purchase; I .
Managed Areas, Acres: K=Kiosks A: F=Fishing CPA funds: 2. Zoning Land F=Fair
1727.45w A_ccessible' G=Gardening Self-hel ! 3. Article 97 Trust: ACT G=Good
H=Horseback P 4.CPA 5. CR SVT E=Excellent
N funds; Em.
W=Walking R
Domain
Acton Arboretum Passive TPKA E, WG Pedestrian access from Town E
Center
ConCom/ .
Total Acres: 65.86 F3- | 33MinotAve | 1120 | R2 | e/5/2002 | 35623 | 499 GIFT/CR 5 SVTang | Donald Land; CR held by
78-1 ACT SVT and ACT
Main Entry F3A-76 | 2TaylorRd | 14.81 | ARC | 12/27/1977 | 13361 | 526 SH 31 3 ConCom | Bridges Land; taken for con-
servation purposes - $60K
Corridor Fa-28 | 47 WoodLn | 3000 | ARC | t11/1/1976 | 13085 | 558 SH 30 3 ConCom | pasement between 41 & 49
;4_'1 81 Wood Ln 1.03 R-2 9/13/2013 | 62628 89 Town 3 ConCom ilgl.ChaSEd by Town from
F4-44 17 Minot Av 6.42 ARC 12/16/1976 | 13112 231 SH 30 3 ConCom Bean Land; held by ConCom
Wood Lane Fa-45 | 86WoodLn | 201 | ARC | 9/28/1976 | 13065 | 198 GIFT 3 ComCom | \Wheeler Land, deeded to
Entry ConCom
Corridor/ Access
from Concord Fa- | 7ConcordPl | 39 | ARC | 12121998 | 29460 | 425 GIFT 2 ConCom
Rd 40-4 Beside
And Adjacent to Bulette
n erson. Passive TRK W, H, B Conservation Land/ G
Conservation Land
Town Forest
. ConCom/ .
. . D3- 13 Arlington Purchased in 2013, CR
Total Acres: 32.78 Main Entry 10-1 St 20.69 | R108 11/1/2013 62873 193 CPA 5 ACS'I'V:nd held by SVT and ACT
ConCom/ Gifted to the Town by the
Corridor D3-10 180New- | 4500 | R108 | 9/2/2022 | soses | 454 GIFT 5 ACT and | developer of the PCRC at
town Rd SVT Genevieve Lane (formerly
180 Newtown Rd).
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Managed Conservation Areas Component Parcels

Current Recreation Parcel Deed | Deed | Source of | Level of land | Managing
use Public Access Facilities Potential GIS ID Address Acres | Zone | Acq. Date | Book | Page Funding protection Agency Comment Condition
Bulette Conservation Passive T, K W, H, B First conservation parcel! G
Land - Town Forest
Total Acres: 47.35 main entry D2-10 20 Bulette 13.33 ARC 8/13/1965 10900 136 SH 1 3 ConCom t? Cf)nCom; ATM 1971 64
Rd Rear picnic tables; Pacy Land

3/8/25: TM approved
Town Forest/ 20 Bulett 900 tor tor :
Veteran's Mem- D3-12 Uete | 1880 | ARC | 3/23/1926 | o4ss0 | 435 Town 2 ConCom or land purchase
oral Rec. Area Rd Rear for purpose of a town

forest; Durkee Lot

3/8/25: TM approved

Town Forest D3-16 20 Bulette 12.00 ARC 3/23/1926 04950 435 Town 2 ConCom $200 for land purchase
Rd Rear for purpose of a town
forest; Durkee Lot
D3- 53 Arlington " Gifted to Town with
o4 st 3.22 ARC 12/21/1979 | 13863 336 Gift/CR 5 ConCom carly CR; McGloins
Camp Acton Passive/ Only Public Camping Ground
Conservation Land Camping TERK B.CHW in Acton; permit required E
Total Acres: 56 D5-31 | 362 PopeRd | 15.00 | R108 | 3/7/1996 | 26115 | 336 SH 34 3 Reég cr:"'
Main Entry E6-7 | 362PopeRd | 41.00 | R108 | 3/7/1996 | 26115 | 336 SH 34 3 Reéi f;’“'
Community Gardens Agriculture | Directly off of 27 P K G Taylor Land F
. Rec/Con-
Total Acres: 5.38 C5-41 861 Main St 0.88 ARC 12/23/1975 | 12913 6 SH 23 3 Com ConCom and Rec.
c5-51 | 845MainSt | 450 | ARC | 12/23/1975 | 12013 | 6 SH 23 3 Reég f:"' ConCom and Rec.
Grassy Pond Passive TRK B H W Viewing platform G

Conservation Land constructed in 2013

149 New- ConCom; Parlin
Total Acres: 106.72 Entry D3-14 28.95 ARC 10/30/1968 11594 514 SH 4 3 ConCom Pond Development,

town Rd Charbonneau Land
D3 13 Willis Willoughby Land: for
Corridor 14_-5 Holden Dr 0.24 R-8 11/2/1984 15861 102 GIFT 2 ConCom conservation to be kept
in open & natural state
b3 Z}faﬁ;"n'";f' 1682 | R-8 | 11/2/1984 | 15861 | 102 GIFT 3 ConCom
Island Lot a4 | M2Willis |y op | g | 1121984 | 1sset | 102 GIFT 3 ConCom
34 Holden Dr
Island Lot DE:* 1:;3?"'";?' 0.23 R-8 11/2/1984 15861 102 GIFT 3 ConCom
Corridor DS‘;;“- 1:a3ianm;fl 0.52 R-8 11/2/1984 15861 102 GIFT 3 ConCom
5 Samuel . .
Island Lot o Parlin Dr 420 | ARC | o7t | 11042 | 74 GIFT 3 ConCom | ConCom; Parlin Pond
- Rear Devel., Charbonneau
236 Nago Young Land: Conservation
Main Entry D4-1-2 il Rg 9 | 4360 | ARC | e/11/1974 | 12646 | 305 SH 22 3 ConCom | and recreation;
Grantee: ConCom
b3 1;3:\“‘;{‘;‘“ 585 | R108 | 12/22/2017 | 70432 | 393 CPA 5 ConCom | "West Grassy Pond"
Corridor ps- 165 New- 5.26 R108 | 12/22/2017 | 70432 393 CPA 5 ConCom "West Grassy Pond"
11-1 town Rd
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naged Conservation Areas Component Parcels
Current Recreation Parcel Deed | Deed | Source of | Level of land | Managing
use Public Access Facilities Potential GIS ID Address Acres | Zone | Acq. Date | Book | Page Funding protection Agency Comment Condition
Great Hill .
Conservation Land Mixed use TRK BREW E
Total Acres: 197.07 G2-124 | 219MainSt | 1471 | ARC | 74711972 | 12246 | 280 SH 15 3 ConCom | Town: ConCom grantee;
Flanagan Land
Corridor G2-152 199 Main St 16.79 ARC 7/20/1972 12249 46 SH 14 3 ConCom
Corridor 63 | 264MassAv | 3852 | ARC | 12/18/1974 | Lcars | 89 SH17 3 ConCom | Abraham &Ruth Katz
10-1 Land for conservation
Corridor G3-68 | Kelley Rd End | 13.44 ARC 1/11/1973 LC830 39 SH 19 3 ConCom Conservation purposes
Corridor G3-79 18 Stoney St | 13.52 ARC 12/29/1972 | 12355 195 SH 20 3 ConCom CO"CPm grantee;
Colloins, Wold Land
G311 | 46PiperRd | 3300 | ARC | 281973 | 12376 | 554 SH 18 3 ConCom | SonCom grantee;
Tinkler Land
H3- 36 Piper Rd 2.00 ARC 8/22/1975 12848 237 SH 27 3 ConCom ConCom grantee,
11-1 Rear Reed Land
Main Entry H3A- | 34School St | gy en | ARC | 1172171972 | 12333 | 412 SH 12 3 ConCom | ConCom grantee;
1-1 Rear Merriam Land
Land partitioned and
house lot sold. Portion
Haa.q | © PiperLane 5.50 R-2 2/20/2009 | 52270 164 CPA 4 ConCom/ | of house lot, granting
Rear ACT permanent easement, has
a CR. CR for town-owned
parcel in process.
H3A-2 4 Piper Lane 0.27 R-2 2/11/2020 76052 303 GIFT/CPA 5 CORgm/
waws | APPTLaNe | 570 | R2 | 2iiz020 | 76052 | 303 | GiFT/CPA 5 ConCom
Guggins Brook . Pedestrian access
Conservation Land Passive TRK B W from W. Acton G
Total Acres: 61 Main Entry F1-5 | 667 MassAv | 55.50 | ARC | 12/24/1975 | Lcs7o | 90 SH 28 3 ConCom | Conservation & outdoor rec
purposes; Cacciatore Land
Considered part of
Wetland F1-2 659 Mass Av 5.50 ARC 1/25/1978 13381 6 Town 2 Municipal | Conservation Area though
Municipal Property
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Managed Conservation Areas Component Parcels

Current Recreation Parcel Deed | Deed | Source of | Level of land | Managing
use Public Access Facilities Potential GIS ID Address Acres | Zone | Acq. Date | Book | Page Funding protection Agency Comment Condition
Pedestrian access from S.
Heath Heq Meadow Passive T.K W, B Acton and also W. Acton E
Conservation Land .
via Mt. Hope Cemetery
Dunn Land 2014-11-12
Special Town Meeting
Total Acres: 131.31 Hi-1 Willow St | 500 | R2 | 7202016 | 67698 | 460 Town 2 ConCom | Warrant Article 19
Rear Land Purchase, paid for
with free cash in the
amount of $28,000
Corridor G200 | 176 gte"tral 11.94 | R4 6/15/2016 | 67431 | 134 GIFT/CPA 5 CORE?"]/
Whitcomb Land 2014-
11-12 Special Town
182 Willow Meeting Warrant Article
H1-5 St Behind 4.00 R-2 7/29/2016 67698 460 Town 2 ConCom 19 Land Purchase, paid
for with free cash in the
amount of $28,000
Go-1g4 | 19 Overlook | 59 ARC | 10/25/1995 | 25759 | 239 GIFT 3 ConCom | Gifted to town for
Dr. Behind Conservation Purposes
G2- 17 Overlook Gifted to town for
184-1 Dr Behind 1.39 ARC 10/25/1995 25759 239 GIFT 3 ConCom Conservation Purposes
: G2- 19 Overlook Gifted to town for
Corridor 193-14 Dr. Beside 0.07 ARC 10/25/1995 | 25759 239 GIFT 3 ConCom | - ervation Purposes
Go-194 | 15 Overlook | 5 4 ARC | 10/25/1995 | 25759 | 239 GIFT 3 ConCom | Gifted to town for
Dr. Behind Conservation Purposes
G2- 13 Overlook Gifted to town for
1941 Dr Behind 2.64 ARC 10/25/1995 25759 239 GIFT 3 ConCom Conservation Purposes
G2- 11 Overlook Gifted to town for
194-2 Dr Behind 1.59 ARC 10/25/1995 25759 239 GIFT 3 ConCom Conservation Purposes
G2- 9 Overlook Gifted to town for
194-3 Dr Behind 061 ARC 10/25/1995 | 25759 239 GIFT 3 ConCom Conservation Purposes
G2- 7 Overlook Gifted to town for
194-4 Dr Behind 082 ARC 10/25/1995 25759 239 GIFT 3 ConCom Conservation Purposes
Main Entry Ha.t | ROBBINSSt | gi00 | ARC | 7191974 | 12670 | 362 SH 21 3 ConCom | Gifted to town for
End Conservation Purposes
H2-7-5 3 Overlpok 0.51 ARC 10/25/1995 | 25759 239 GIFT 3 ConCom Gifted to t.own for
Dr Behind Conservation Purposes
H2- 1 Overlook Gifted to town for
7-11 Dr Behind 0.70 ARC 10/25/1995 25759 239 GIFT 3 ConCom Conservation Purposes
H2- 5 Overlook Gifted to town for
7-16 Dr Behind 1.14 ARC 10/25/1995 | 25759 239 GIFT 3 ConCom Conservation Purposes
H2-36 123 Stow St 14.80 ARC 5/14/1974 12630 111 SH 16 3 ConCom Gifted to fown for
Conservation Purposes
Jenks Conservation Passive TPRK BW IV!ealdowIand, great G
Land birding area
Total Acres: 28 Main Entry g220 | 396Central | 5500 | ARC | 12211975 | 12902 | 200 SH 24 3 ConCom | ConCom Grantee
E2-60 39$6t CRzztral 6.00 ARC 12/2/1975 12902 200 SH 24 3 ConCom ConCom Grantee
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naged Conservation Areas Component Parcels
Current Recreation Parcel Deed | Deed | Source of | Level of land | Managing
use Public Access Facilities Potential GIS ID Address Acres | Zone | Acq. Date | Book | Page Funding protection Agency Comment Condition
Nagog Hill .
Conservation Land Passive TRK B H W G
257 N Young Land; for Cons.
Total Acres: 176.54 D4-1-3 Hil ;(9109 53.89 ARC 12/2/1975 12902 197 SH 29 3 ConCom And Rec.; ConCom
listed as Grantee
Main Entry D4-6 22:'":“;3"9 88.14 | ARC | 121080 | 13871 | 233 SH 33 3 ConCom | ConsComm; Quin Land
Data | SEBMANSL | 600 | ARC | 12/6/1985 | 166to | 567 ™ 3 ConCom | ConCom Grantee
D4-15 568;:::" St 5.00 ARC 12/6/1985 16619 567 ™ 3 ConCom ConCom Grantee
D4-21 288;:::" St | 500 | ARC | 12/6/1985 | 1eet9 | 567 ™ 3 ConCom | ConCom Grantee
pazz | OS8MaINSt | o0 | Rios | 3/23/2008 | 42204 | 359 ™ 3 ConCom | New access coming
Rear from Quail Ridge
D4- 193 Nagog ~ Groener; gifted w/CR to
37-6 Hill Rd 12.51 R-8 10/19/2007 | 50251 161 CPA 4 ACT Town for Open Space
Nashoba Brook . Trail Through Time runs
Conservation Land Passive TRKA B W through this area E
Total Acres: 123.29 D5-6 Wh;z‘:: Ln 1.80 | PCRC | 11/22/1971 | 12114 | 415 Town 3 ConCom
D5- 21 Milldam North Briar access;
11-18 Rd 0.53 R-2 10/27/1989 | 20163 11 GIFT 3 ConCom ConCom is grantee
Ds- 17 Sawmill 2.26 R-2 9/26/1988 19361 363 GIFT 3 ConCom ConCom Grantee
11-33 Rd Rear
Main Entry D5-22 1-17 Blue 112.00 | PCRC 11/10/1987 18682 | 0183 GIFT 3 ConCom ConCom Grantee
Heron Way
D5-25 | Davis Rd Rear | 6.70 PCRC 11/10/1987 18682 | 0183 GIFT 3 ConCom ConCom Grantee

Pedestrian access

Pacy Conservation Passive TK B W G

Land from S. Acton
. . G2- 39 Tuttle ConCom; Moulton
Total Acres: 38.32 Corridor 123-37 | Drive Behind 0.25 ARC 1/23/1979 13631 143 GIFT 3 ConCom Gift 39,850 sq ft
55 Central
G2A-17 30.30 ARC 12/23/1975 | 12913 178 ™ 3 ConCom ConCom Grantee
Street Rear
. G2A- 43 Central ConCom; Arnold Levitt dba
Corridor R ot 143 | ARC | 1272351975 | 12913 | 178 ™ 3 ConCom | £_stern Mortgage Co. Land
30 Prospect Municipal Property
Main Entry G2A-18 St./Tupelo 6.64 R8/4 5/3/2001 32802 136 GIFT 1 Municipal considered part of
Way End conservation area
Pratt's quok Passive TRK B, W Blueberry Barrens G
Conservation Land
Total Acres: 59.39 Main Entry H3-237 | 95ParkerSt | 2654 | ARC | 4/18/1980 | 13948 | 187 SH 32 3 ConCom | Averett Land;
ConCom Grantee
2 | 198Parker | ay66 | ARC | 4181980 | 13048 | 187 SH 32 3 ConCom | Averett Land;
St Rear ConCom Grantee
N 16 Broad-
Corridor 13-5 view St 1.75 ARC 10/20/1970 LC797 165 GIFT 3 ConCom J&E Co., ConCom grantee
N 15 Broad-
Corridor 13-20 view St 0.10 R-2 10/20/1970 | LC797 165 GIFT 3 ConCom J&E Co., ConCom grantee
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Managed Conservation Areas Component Parcels

Current Recreation Parcel Deed | Deed | Source of | Level of land | Managing
use Public Access Facilities Potential GIS ID Address Acres | Zone | Acq. Date | Book | Page Funding protection Agency Comment Condition
Robbins Mill . Newest area, viewing
Conservation Land Passive TRA B W platform planned E
Municipal Property
Total Acres: 132.59 ZBOGEZ_’ 2 I‘:aartsl.lhall 0.97 R108 5/15/1997 27294 343 GIFT 1 Municipal considered part of
conservation area
Main Entry cs11s | S17Carlisle | 4623 | ARC | sr1sz011 | s731s | 205 GIFT 5 ConCom | Deeded as permanent
Rd. conservation land
13 Carlisle Municipal Property
Ce-8 Rd.Rear 2.99 R108 10/6/1947 7197 290 TAKEN 1 Municipal considered part of
. conservation area
3-19 Carlisle
C6-9 Rd Behind 12.86 | R108 5/15/1997 27294 350 GIFT 1 ConCom corrected page no.
corridor o1 | CAMterbUY |60 | Rios | enszot1 | s731s | 205 GIFT 5 Rec/Con- | peeged for Recreation
Hill Rd. Com
corridor Ce-14- | 22Blueberry | 5, | piog | gs2011 | 57315 | 208 GIFT 5 Rec/Con- | 1y eded for Recreation
14 Path Com
Municipal Property
corridor cero | 27 z':t':ha” 017 | R108 | 5/15/1997 | 27294 | 343 GIFT 1 Municipal | considered part of
conservation area
Canterbury
be-2 Hill Rd. 9526 | ARC | 8/182011 | 57315 | 205 GIFT 5 ConCom | Deeded as permanent
. conservation land
Behind
Spring Hill . . N .
. Passive T, K B, H W Native Artifacts on site G
Conservation Land
Total Acres: 213.2 ps.23 | Wheelerbn | 543 | ARc | stoy1e71 | 1208 | 587 SH 10 3 ConCom | Soncom grantee;
End Martin Land
D5-24 Wheeler Ln 7.99 ARC 6/10/1971 12012 564 SH 11 3 ConCom ConCom; Hollowell Land
ps2o | SPANGHill | 3650 | ARC | 11221971 | 12114 | 415 Town 3 ConCom | Conservation Land,
Rd End applied for grant
D5-30 | Spring HillRd | 9.67 | ARC | s31/1967 | 11331 | 359 SH3 3 ConCom | Richardson Land
for conservation
3%5_'1 320 Pope Rd 0.45 ARC 5/31/1967 11331 359 SH3 3 ConCom Deeded for Conservation
. Spring Hill .
Main Entry D5-35 Rd End 49.81 ARC 11/22/1971 12114 415 Town 3 ConCom Conservation Land
D5-36 308 Pope Rd 5.82 ARC 12/23/1966 11270 552 Town 3 ConCom Grantee: ConCom;
Rear transferred from BOS
D5-37 | Spring Hill Rd 7.94 ARC 11/1/1971 12101 686 SH 13 3 ConCom Deeded for Conservation
D5- Spring Hill Rd 7.92 ARC 11/1/1971 12101 686 SH 13 3 ConCom deeded for conservation
37-1 Rear purposes
Ds-38 | Wheelerln | 234 | ARC | e/10/1971 | 12012 | 564 SH 11 3 ConCom | 0 be controlled by
ConsComm; Hollowell Land
E5-4 Spring HillRd | 12.13 ARC 11/22/1971 12114 415 SH3 3 ConCom Taken for conservation
purposes
deed also describes right
of public to use a parcel to
Es access conservation land
te 10 Jay Lane 31.70 | R108 12/4/1998 29450 341 GIFT 1 ConCom described in this deed...
you have to read the
deed carefully; Parcel A is
conveyed as PCRC land
gsas | 21SPring Hill | 5526 | ARC | ortorses | 11214 | 347 SH 2 3 ConCom | deeded for conservation
Rd Behind purposes
gs7 | SPiNgHlRd | yg04 | ARC | s31/1967 | 11331 | 3509 SH3 3 ConCom | deeded for conservation
Rear purposes with easements
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naged Conservation Areas Component Parcels
Current Recreation Parcel Deed | Deed | Source of | Level of land | Managing
use Public Access Facilities Potential GIS ID Address Acres | Zone | Acq. Date | Book | Page Funding protection Agency Comment Condition
Stoneymeade . Abutts Concord
Conservation Land Passive T.K B H W Conservation land E
Total Acres: 44.51 F512°| o3PopeRd | 4451 | Re | 3/24/1089 | 19719 | 283 GIFT 3 ConCom
Wetherbee Passive/ TK w Agricultural field & E
Conservation Land Agri ! Managed Forest
Total Acres: 72.68 Main Entry 16;_;’ 65 Mass Av 72.68 ARC 2/8/1982 14534 117 ™ 3 ConCom Actively farmed
Wills Hole B destri
Conservation Land Passive T PK B, H W ©0g area, pedestrian E
access from NARA Park
- Town Forest
Total Acres: 121.41 B5-33 | Off Quarry Rd 20.80 ARC 10/8/1969 11749 734 SHS 3 ConCom Britt Land aka the Grant Lot
"Texas lot" Town Forest
Town Forest B5-34 | Off Quarry Rd | 49.00 ARC 12/31/1943 | 06734 596 ™ 2 ConCom purchased about 1940
. 70 Quarry -
Main Entry C5-3 Road 5.03 ARC 2/27/1976 12940 132 GIFT 2 Municipal
C5- 12 Harris 5t 3.25 ARC 8/03/1971 12047 586 SH S8 3 ConCom ConCom; Plamondon Land
10-1 Rear
Municipal Property
C5-10 12 Harris St 15.07 R108 5/5/1999 30137 563 GIFT 1 Municipal considered part of
conservation area
Municipal Property
corridor Cs- T CaptHand- | 543 | Ryog 5/5/1999 30137 563 GIFT 1 Municipal | considered part of
10-18 ley Rd ‘
conservation area
Cs-24 | 22Alexandra | yo61 | R10 | o/21/2004 | 43751 | 66 GIFT 3 ConCom | Deeded for conservation,
ay recreation, agriculture (ARC)
C5-45 3 Alexandra 6.62 R108 9/21/2004 43751 66 GIFT 3 ConCom Deedet'j for copservatlon,
Way recreation, agriculture (ARC)
Wright Hill .
Conservation Land Passive T w E
Total Acres: 14.05 Main Entry F12_2- 330 gtentral 14.05 ARC 11/24/2014 1463 105 CPA/GIFT 5 ConCom Conservation Restriction
Mi M P | Areas currently not
Iscellaneous Farcels actively managed
Total Acres: 119.56
Arborwooc"i Passive w Sepgrate, non- N/A
Conservation Land contiguous parcels
Total Acres: 8.78 H3-38 Robinwood 1.57 R2 12/6/1985 16619 565 GIFT 3 ConCom Upland pine stand
Road (end)
H3- 11 S:andy 7.21 R2 12/6/1985 16619 565 GIFT 3 ConCom Pond surrounded
80-6 Drive by red maple
Caouette Simeone . Leased from town
Farm Land Agri w for farming N/A
Total Acres: 10.22 H2A-62 20 Maple St 10.22 R8/4 12/7/2010 56002 381 CPA 4 ACT
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Managed Conservation Areas Component Parcels

conservation land

Current Recreation Parcel Deed | Deed | Source of | Level of land | Managing
use Public Access Facilities Potential GIS ID Address Acres | Zone | Acq. Date | Book | Page Funding protection Agency Comment Condition
Flint Road and .
West Acton Wetland Flgod plain wetlands, N/A
N adjacent to Fort Pond Brook
Conservation Land
492-496R .
Total Acres: 23 F2-122 4.50 R2 6/8/1993 23276 | 0559 GIFT 3 ConCom Deeded for Conservation
Mass. Avenue
F2-128 488-492R 6.00 R2 10/2/1987 18589 160 GIFT 3 ConCom Deeded for Conservation
Mass. Avenue
494 MASS
F2-149 Ave. thmd 3.00 R2 10/27/1989 | 20163 | 0013 GIFT 3 ConCom Deeded for Conservation
(39 Flint Rd
Rear)
F2-150 M494_500R 1.50 R2 6/8/1993 23276 | 0559 GIFT 3 ConCom Deeded for Conservation
ass. Avenue
F2-151 482-500R 8.00 R2 10/2/1987 18589 160 GIFT 3 ConCom Deeded for Conservation
Mass. Avenue
Monsen Wetland Large Bog area N/A
Conservation Land 9 9
Total Acres: 15.76 G2-178 8?:' %‘ttrecein_ 9.76 ARC 6/7/1971 12010 | 0058 ™ 3 ConCom ConCom grantee
Municipal Property
G2-185 8‘;::;::;3' 600 | ARC | 2/14/1980 | 13902 | 0236 ™ 2 Municipal | considered
conservation land
Patriot's Hill . N
Conservation Land Passive Contiguous lots N/A
Total Acres: 6.06 Corridor Bs- 36 Washlng- 0.56 R2 4/8/1974 12612 | 0024 State 3 ConCom ConCom Grantee
87-54 ton Drive
87Eaé4 22. Musket 5.50 ARC 5/29/1974 12637 | 0474 State 3 ConCom ConCom Grantee
~ Drive (rear) 4/8/1974 12612 25
Putnam Conservation Wetland Flood plain open marsh N/A
Land
65-67 New- refers to maint. under Mass
: E3- 21/197 292
Total Acres: 15.3 3-80 town Road 15.30 ARC 1/21/1976 12924 | 0635 Town 3 ConCom Gen'l Law Ch 40 Sec 8C
Steinman and McGloin
Conservation Land Wetland Borders Maynard N/A
66 Conant Refers to maint. under Mass
Total Acres: 40.44 12-71 Street 17.76 ARC 12/27/1978 | 13614 120 GIFT 3 ConCom | - ' aw Ch 40 Sec 8C
Municipal Property
13127 | A8 CoMANtSt |y s | R4 | s/11/2000 | 31392 | 195 GIFT 1 Municipal | considered
Behind )
conservation land
13- 7Putter | g63 | ARC | 7211970 | 11863 | 640 GIFT 3 ConCom | Fletcher land off Parker St.
132-1 Drive Rear
Corridor Ia';gz_ 1425::'3“ 0.10 R4 2/25/1982 14547 245 GIFT 3 ConCom | ConCom grantee
13-148 14R Conant 10.00 ARC 12/23/1966 | 11270 552 Town 3 ConCom
Street
Municipal Property
i3-1s0 | 30 Carlton 2.20 R-4 | 5/11/2000 | 31392 | 195 GIFT 1 Municipal | considered
Dr. Behind N
conservation land
Municipal Property
Corridor 13-153 | 31 Carlton Dr | 0.35 ARC 5/11/2000 31392 195 GIFT 2 Municipal | considered
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naged Conservation Areas Component Parcels
Current Recreation Parcel Deed | Deed | Source of | Level of land | Managing
use Public Access Facilities Potential GIS ID Address Acres | Zone | Acq. Date | Book | Page Funding protection Agency Comment Condition
Isolated Parcels Unclassified parcels
Total Acres: 28.51
915 Main An open marsh adjacent to
915 Main Street Wetland C5-9 0.65 R2 10/19/1970 | 11905 | 0673 ™ 3 ConCom Nashoba Brook. Controlled
Street
by ConCom; Clapp Land
505 Mass Av Wetland F275 | 505 MassAv | 357 z;’ge 1/6/2016 | 66638 | 241 GIFT 2 ConCom N/A
501 Mass Av Behind | Wetland F275- | 501 MassAv | g 57 | R 1/6/2016 | 66638 | 238 TOWN 2 ConCom | 2015 Fall Town N/A
14 Behind Meeting, Article 13
. Area to be evaluated. In
52 Harris St. Rear To be cs7a | S2HamisSt | o0 | ARc 2 aerial photo has buidings N/A
evaluated Rear R
on it. No sale date on GIS.
for conservation and
Cons. & 145 Great Rd recreation with easement
145 Great Road Rear Reé F4-37-5 Rear (Esta- 5.82 R8 4/3/2002 35208 334 GIFT 3 ConCom deed and amended N/A
brook Rd) easement deed; off
Esterbrook Rd
. Municipal Property
2 Minot Avenue Rear | 'solated Fa- | 2MinotAve- | 54 R2 5/29/1984 | 15594 | 551 Town 1 Municipal | considered N/A
Forest 47-1 nue Rear .
conservation land
11/7/1977 13327 695 taken for taxes
41 Tuttle Drive To be G2 41Tuttle | 591 | ARC | 1231979 | 13631 | 143 GIFT 3 ConCom | To be evaluated N/A
evaluated 123-25 Drive
Red maple swamp
53-73 Stow Street Red Maple Hoat | S3T3SOW 400 | Ra | szrmesz | 22013 | 592 GIFT 3 ConCom | adjacent to Fort Pond N/A
Swamp Street Brook; for conservation;
Prescott Paint Land
46-54 Martin Street Cons. HeA- | 46-54Martin | 50 | Ry | g31/1003 | 23604 | 0448 GIFT 3 ConCom/ | peeded for Conservation N/A
41-3 Street Rec
133 River St Cons. Ha-238 | 3512;‘:” 239 L1 12/20/2003 | 41699 | 377 GIFT 2 ConCom | Deeded for Conservation N/A
Total Isolated 28.51
Parcels
Total Mllscellaneous 119.56
Properties
Total Man'aged 1727.45
Conservation Areas
Total all . Require
conservation 1875.52 TO:I r:::rs'- 50.05 more pro-
property pal p: tection
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F. CHAPTER 61 LANDS WITHIN ACTON

Owner Name Property Address Parcel Use Code Chapter Land Acreage
Bramhall Mark H Trustee Quarry Rd Rear B5-10 6010 61 1.09
Bramhall Mark H Trustee Quarry Rd End B5-14 6010 61 3.64
Bramhall Mark H Trustee Quarry Rd End B5-21 6010 61 4.06
Bramhall Mark H Trustee Quarry Rd End B5-21-1 6010 61 4.02
Bramhall Mark H Trustee Quarry Rd Rear B5-26 6010 61 2.30
Bramhall Mark H Trustee Quarry Rd Rear B5-27 6010 61 2.02
Conant Phoebe M Trustee 281 Nagog Hill Rd C4-24 6010 61 52.86
Skyline Golf + Recreation Corp 2 Skyline Dr D4-9 8050 61B 91.15
Idylwilde Farms, Inc 356 Central St E2-143 7120 61A 21.78
Idylwilde Farms, Inc. 352 Central St E2-143-1 7120 61A 3.39
Conant Phoebe M 115-143 Nagog Hill Rd E4-9-2 6010 61 72.55
Conant Brewster Jr 210 Great Rd E4-60 6010 61 12.83
Nicholson Frank E Trustee 98 Strawberry Hill Rd E5-6 6010 61 5.69
Nicholson Frank E Trustee 98 Strawberry Hill Rd E5-10 6010 61 5.19
Nicholson Frank E Trustee 82 Strawberry Hill Rd E5-15-1 6010 61 5.06
Nicholson Frank E Trustee 74 Strawberry Hill Rd Behind E5-51-1 6010 61 17.74
Whitcomb Douglas W 116 Summer St F1-109 7120 61A 9.54
Donald James C 46 Taylor Rd F3-78 8010 61B 5.81
Napoli David + Maria Trustees 49 Nagog Hill Rd F3A-89-1 7170 61A 1.89
Harring Vaughn F Trustee 60-66 Esterbrook Rd F5-10-1 6010 61 14.63
Moritz Clement & Elizabeth, Tr 19 Wetherbee St G4-174 6010 61 29.47
Moritz Clement & Elizabeth Tr 35 Wetherbee St G4-189 6010 61 5.39
Fletcher Bruce E. 129 Stow St Rear H1-4 6010 61 2.07
Fletcher Realty Trust 127 Stow St H1-6 6010 61 5.41
Parks Craig J Trustee 133 Stow St H2-80 6010 61 2.24
Simeone Paul R 36 Liberty St H2-100 7120 61A 4.34
TOTAL ACRES 386.15

The Town of Acton 2024-2031 Open Space and Recreation Plan

163



Heath Hen Meadow Photo by Mark Wessel
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SECTION 6: COMMUNITY VISION

A. Description of Process

B. Statement of Open Space and
Recreation Goals

Nashoba Brook Photo by Alissa Nicol
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This section provides insight into how the
Town established the four goals of the plan

with a concise description of the content of

each goal.

A. DESCRIPTION OF PROCESS

The achievements of the previous plan are
the foundation for the Town of Acton’s
Open Space and Recreation Plan 2024-
2031. These demonstrate a commitment
to thoughtful land stewardship and
community well-being. This new plan
represents an evolution that continues
the previous plan’s commitments while
incorporating new information that
responds to the changing needs of a
dynamic and growing community.

To establish these goals, the Town Staff
Working Group (Working Group) analyzed
results from the Town-wide survey
described in Section 2. The Working
Group integrated feedback from the
community into draft goals based on the
goals of the OSRP 2014-2021. A Liaison
Group including representatives from
board committees and commissions, and
Acton Conservation Trust, attended a Goal
Workshop. The Group honed, adjusted,
and augmented the draft goals. After
these initial improvements, the Liaison

Community Vision

Group conducted feedback sessions

with the Agricultural Commission,
Acton Conservation Trust, Conservation
Commission, the Green Advisory

Board, Land Stewardship Committee,
Open Space Committee, and the Water
Resource Advisory Committee to explore
further improvement. The Working
Group then presented the goals at the
second forum on December 6, 2023. This
iterative feedback process, including
insights from different stakeholder
groups, ensured the creation of goals that
reflect the diverse needs of the Town.

B. STATEMENT OF OPEN SPACE AND
RECREATION GOALS

The 2024-2031 Open Space and
Recreation Plan aims to create a diverse,
interconnected network of open

spaces and recreational opportunities
for Acton’s residents and visitors,
prioritizing sustainable choices to
ensure long-term environmental and
community well-being.

In Spring 2022, Acton conducted a town-
wide survey that garnered over 500

responses. The insights from this survey
significantly influenced the development

Heron flying Photo by Jennifer Thomas




of the goals of the 2024-2031 OSRP. Key
findings include:

1. A strong desire to improve and expand
sidewalks.

2. High value placed on the development
and maintenance of trails.

3. A call for enhanced communication
regarding Open Space and Recreation
initiatives.

4.Recognition of the importance of water
resources for both recreational and
practical uses.

Nagog Hill Conservation Land Photo by Paul Villanova

When determining the new goals for the
2024-2031 Open Space and Recreation Plan,
the Working Group looked to the previous
plan, the 2014-2021 Open Space and

Recreation Plan. Its primary goals included:

1. Preserving the existing elements of
Acton’s rural character.

2. Protecting critical environmental

resources.

3. Improving and expanding recreational
opportunities.

The Town of Acton 2024-2031 Open Space and Recreation Plan

Through the survey and public meetings,
it became clear there was a need for
additional focus on sustainable decisions
for the future. The Working Group looked
to the Town's inaugural Climate Action
Plan, adopted in 2020, which outlined
specific focus areas crucial for addressing
climate change:

+ Building: Commercial and industrial
buildings and homes in Acton are built
and retrofitted to be energy efficient,
net zero carbon, healthy, affordable,
and resilient. Acton actively influences
policies at the state and federal level to
support rapid and affordable building
decarbonization.

- Energy: Acton’s electricity is fossil-fuel
free, renewable, reliable, and affordable.
Acton’s residents, businesses, and
municipal government use locally owned
renewable energy from New England
whenever possible.

+ Mobility: All community members
have access to safe and affordable
transportation choices that will result
in zero carbon emission, reduce Vehicle
Miles Traveled (VMT), and lead to
healthier and stronger communities.
Acton neighborhoods, commercial, and
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community centers are interconnected
through infrastructure improvements
and redesign that allows reliable and
multiple modes of transportation. Acton
actively influences programs and policies
that support zero emission, affordable,
accessible, and reliable regional
transportation systems.

- Nature-Based Solutions: Acton’s natural
resources are protected, managed,
connected, and restored to increase
carbon sequestration, equity, resilience,
and biodiversity. Local land use policy
encourages affordable, diverse, transit-
oriented and net zero housing while also
enhancing nature-based solutions.

- Solid Waste: Acton increases its
waste diversion rate through town-
wide programs, bylaws, and policies
to streamline, prevent, reduce, reuse,
compost, and recycle waste.

- Resilience: Acton prepares for climate
impacts, including drought, flooding,
more frequent and/or severe storms,
extreme heat, biodiversity loss, and local
supply disruptions.

Acknowledging the alignment between

these diverse sources of guidance, the Town

Working Group, supported by the Liaison

Community Vision

Group during the Goal Workshop, refined
the existing goals from the 2014 OSRP. The
updated goals for the 2024-2031 OSRP now
incorporate:

1. Preserve and Protect the Historic,
Cultural, and Scenic Features of Acton:
Continue efforts to protect and celebrate
Acton’s rich history, cultural heritage,
and scenic landscapes.

2. Protect Critical Environmental
Resources, Including Ground and
Surface Water, Wildlife, Diverse
Habitats and Ecosystems: Acton aims
to maintain a healthy environment that
sustains biodiversity and supports the
overall wellbeing of its residents

3. Improve and Expand Recreation
Opportunities for Everyone: By
focusing efforts on increased outreach,
programming, and access to facilities,
Acton seeks to ensure that residents
of all ages, abilities, and identities feel
welcome and able to actively engage in
recreation activities.

4.Incorporate Sustainability in Current
and Future Open Space and Recreation
Decisions: Incorporate the principles
of the Climate Action Plan into

decision-making processes to promote
environmental sustainability and
resilience.

Acton is committed to preserving its
natural beauty and ecological stability
while addressing the urgent issue of
climate change. By aligning the new goals
with both past achievements and future
needs, the town aims to foster a vibrant,
sustainable, and inclusive community.



SECTION 7 ANALYSIS OF NEEDS

A. Summary of Resource Protection Needs Increase communication and education surrounding

. . T i faciliti
Protection of water to support basic own programming and facilities 175

human needs, recreational opportunities, Improve and expand existing recreation facilities
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B. Summary of Community Needs

Consider sustainability and climate
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Access and offerings for aging residents recreation decisions

Improving offerings for teens

Expand and improve access to active and Focus efforts on inclusion, diversity, and
passive recreation areas celebrating Acton’s historic and cultural heritage

Compost piles at Morrison Farm Community Garden
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Acton strives to closely align with the
Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor
Recreation Plan (SCORP). Traditionally,
the Town has prioritized protection of
open space and availability of recreational
opportunities for all. Since 2014, the Town
has made enormous progress towards
achieving the goals and objectives of the
previous OSRP. With that said, the needs
of the community continue to grow and
evolve.

There is still work to be done to properly
address the needs of the community,

Analysis Of Needs

specifically relating to Acton’s natural
resources, community vision, and
management/implementation. The Town
conducted a thorough public process to
establish the needs of the community,
including a Town-wide survey, two public
forums, a goal workshop, and multiple
public meetings with various Town
committees. Key takeaways included

the need for continued water resource
protection, accessibility improvements,
increased communication, and the
continued creation and maintenance of
trail connections.

Native grasses and meadow species at NARA

In summary, through the public
engagement process, together, the Town
Staff Working Group and the community
developed the goals and objectives of this
plan.

A. SUMMARY OF RESOURCE
PROTECTION NEEDS

The adoption of the Community
Preservation Act (CPA) has opened up
opportunities to secure open space parcels.
It also heightened awareness for the

need to permanently protect vulnerable
properties already owned by the Town.
Protecting ground and surface water
resources remains a priority, not only as a
basic human need, but also for ecological
and recreational purposes.

Land conservation now extends beyond
purchasing properties to include resource
protection. It also includes the control of
invasive species; preservation of shrinking
agricultural land resources; developing
active management programs for forests
and meadows; managing deer and beaver
populations; and understanding the
complexity of wildlife corridors and
significant habitat properties.



Protection of water to support basic human
needs, recreational opportunities, and
ecological systems

In Acton, water protection is a vital
concern that extends beyond regulatory
compliance. Across the State, efforts are
being made to combat the stressors caused
by climate impacts and PFAS-contaminated
water supplies. The community’s well-
being relies on clean water for public
health to support diverse ecosystems

and for sustaining key sectors like
agriculture and industry. Groundwater, a
primary water source, necessitates special
attention. Climate change underscores the
importance of resilient water management.
To safeguard water resources, collaborative
efforts, public awareness, and sustainable
practices are crucial for ensuring the
Town’s long-term resilience.

Protecting high-priority groundwater zones
and the proper recharge of groundwater
facilitates healthy water management. It

is critical that Acton coordinates with the
Acton Water District while also taking

a regional approach that considers the
Town’s impact on nearby communities.

Emphasizing water is an important step
in line with open space protection. It can

ensure the preservation of valued water
habitat, such as riparian corridors and
vernal pools, while securing potential well
sites. Protection of open space should also
consider recreational opportunities and
water access.

Preservation and enhancement of Acton’s
natural beauty and valuable wildlife habitats

Part of Acton’s attractiveness as a
community is its natural beauty. Through
well-maintained parks and trails, residents
can explore Acton’s scenic waterways

and lush woodland assets. Beyond
recreation, the community’s commitment
to environmental conservation ensures
the enduring legacy of green spaces. In
Acton, nature is a vital component of

the community, where residents actively

Nagog Pond on a clear day

preserve and participate in environmental
stewardship with a shared appreciation.

The community has emphasized the
desire to continue to preserve nature
through the purchase of land in Town,
while taking steps towards enhancing it to
ensure these scenic and natural features
thrive. One way this can be facilitated is
through the protection and management
of trees and forests. As Acton continues

to experience updated infrastructure and
development, the Town has expressed an
appetite to implement bylaw changes that
prevent tree clearing. Additionally, many
of the Town forests struggle with a lack of
biodiversity due to similarity of tree species
and maturity. Forest management could

The Town of Acton 2024-2031 Open Space and Recreation Plan
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Horse grazing at local Lythrum Farm

Analysis Of Needs

enhance habitat biodiversity and the long-
term health of the forests.

As in many adjacent towns, Acton has an
ever-growing number of non-native species
naturalizing in our various ecosystems.
These species include Norway maple,
European and common buckthorn, oriental
bittersweet, burning bush, autumn olive,
Japanese honeysuckle, Japanese knotweed,
and multiflora rose. In Acton’s wetlands,
purple loosestrife and water chestnut have
become significant intruders. Acton will
need a comprehensive plan and continued
management to safeguard a healthy
ecosystem.

There are approximately 18 actively
managed meadowlands in Acton, most held
under Chapter 61A. A meadow management
program, developed and managed by the
Conservation Division working through

the Land Stewardship Committee, is
critical to maintain the meadowlands on
existing conservation properties. The plan
would include frequency and timing of
mowing, removal of invasive species, and
introduction of native species.

Support local farms and farming
Increasing popularity of farmers markets in
the area places renewed focus on the value
of locally-grown produce. The availability
of locally-grown produce contributes to
the health and wellbeing of the residents
of the Town. In addition, local farms
preserve the rural features that are valued
by so many of its visitors and residents.
Therefore, preserving remaining farms,
providing opportunities for new farms,
and promoting community gardens are all
priorities in Acton.

The creation of the Agricultural
Commission and implementation of a
Right-to-Farm Bylaw has produced a forum
for local farmers to share ideas and push
initiatives that will continue to support
local farming. Zoning and bylaw changes
can create new opportunities for future
local farming.

Identify new land to protect and place
permanent protections on existing
Town land

Historically, the Town of Acton has been
enormously supportive of land acquisition
for the purposes of the conservation

and passive recreation. The Open Space
Committee monitors environmentally



valuable land throughout Town, prioritizes
parcels, and acts as an advisory committee
for the Select Board to assist in potential
land deals for Acton. The continued effort
of the Open Space Committee to work with
key landowners and apply for CPA funds is
essential to protecting open space.

Through Self-Help grants, Acton
purchased many parcels throughout

Town for conservation purposes. In
addition, some lands gifted to the Town
came with the explicit condition that

the land be maintained in perpetuity for
conservation purposes only. Subsequently,
the acquisition of open space lands with
the use of CPA funds automatically secures
a permanent conservation restriction

and the assignment of a permanent
custodian, such as the Acton Conservation
Trust, for overseeing and monitoring

the property. However, approximately 50
acres of Town-owned property that are
considered part of conservation areas are
actually municipal parcels, not technically
protected conservation land. The Town
could consider rezoning these parcels and
adding permanent restrictions to their
deeds to prevent future alterations. This

Volunteers plant pollinator garden of native species at 468 Main Street

is particularly important for parcels that
serve as corridors into conservation areas.

Additionally, there are a number of
permanently protected parcels in Town
that are not currently monitored. The
implementation of a conservation
restriction monitoring program will
guarantee that conservation lands are
maintained for their intended purpose.

B. SUMMARY OF COMMUNITY NEEDS
Acton strives to closely align with the
Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor
Recreation Plan (SCORP) and has

traditionally prioritized protection of

open space and availability of recreational
opportunities for all. The results of the
community survey yielded a need for more
water-based recreation offerings, improving
and upkeeping Acton’s extensive trail
system, enhance existing parks and create
new ones as needed, and generating specific
opportunities for Acton’s Environmental
Justice populations. These needs were also
highlighted during the community forums.
Meeting these needs is directly in line

with the major goals outlined in the 2023
SCORP.

The Town of Acton 2024-2031 Open Space and Recreation Plan

173



174

Improving offerings for teens

Teens are often a challenging demographic
to gather explicit, direct information
from, as they may be less inclined to

participate openly in formal data collection

efforts. However, to gain valuable insights
into their preferences and priorities,

the Working Group made an important
decision to visit Acton-Boxborough
Regional High School and engage with
students directly. This unique approach
allowed them to obtain clear, firsthand
feedback from the students about their
community needs and aspirations.

Acton currently has limited gathering
spaces specifically designed for teens,
which can make it difficult for young
people to find suitable areas to congregate
and socialize, relax, or engage in activities
tailored to their interests. Many teens
expressed a desire for places where they
can freely meet friends, participate in
recreational activities, or spend time
independently in a welcoming, teen-
oriented environment. These spaces are
vital for fostering a sense of community
among youth and encouraging self-
expression. In terms of access to places,
the students voiced a keen interest in

Analysis Of Needs

improved walkability, with emphasis on
creating safer and more convenient paths
between key areas within the community.
This walkability would make it easier for
them and other residents to connect with
different parts of the town.

Access and offerings for aging residents
Many recreational spaces in communities
are primarily designed with younger

age groups in mind, leaving limited
options that cater specifically to seniors.
Playgrounds, for instance, are typically
designed for children, with features like
slides, swings, and climbing structures,
while few areas are dedicated to low-

impact exercise or quiet enjoyment suitable

for older adults. Seniors often find that
outdoor spaces lack accessible pathways,
adequate seating, and shaded rest areas, all
of which are crucial for comfort and safety.

Acton has design plans for a Senior park
that is envisioned as a small, informal,
universally accessible space that is open
to all. The park will include social and
passive recreational opportunities and
features such as level walkways, generous
seating, accessible equipment, and shaded
gathering spaces. While this park is a step
in the right direction, consistent progress

is needed to provide additional recreational
resources to Acton'’s steadily growing, aging
population. The Conservation Division is
striving to identify suitable locations for
accessible trails and placement of benches
at scenic locations.

Expand and improve access to active and
passive recreation areas

Acton’s recreational and conservation
areas need to meet minimum accessibility
requirements, as dictated by the Americans
with Disabilities Act (ADA). Meeting these
minimum standards does not ensure,
however, that all Acton citizens are equally
able to enjoy the Town’s resources. The
Recreation Department and Recreation
Commission are committed to improving
access in every feasible way so that
recreation and conservation areas can be
enjoyed by all interested individuals.

Along with the Land Stewardship
Committee, the Conservation Division
continues to evaluate parking lots, access
roads, and trail networks to ensure their
safety. The Land Stewardship Committee
monitors the trails, removes trees blocking
access, and constructs boardwalks and
bridges in flooded areas.
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Acton Conservation Trust and Acton
Conservation Division lead weekly guided
hike through Nagog Hill Conservation Land

Increase communication and education
surrounding Town programming
and facilities

One of the key takeaways from the
community engagement process was

the need for increased communication
about recreational opportunities. Making
residents aware of the many wonderful
opportunities the Town offers for passive
and active recreation will enhance
utilization. In addition, with greater
participation comes greater awareness of
facility improvement and maintenance
requirements, enhancing buy-in as fiscal
needs arise. In order to effectively reach
the Town’s population, the Recreation
Department and Conservation Division
are exploring new and improved
communication options

The Conservation Division has plans

to be more active in the community,
participating in public programming, and
developing educational curricula. It is
imperative to find effective ways to inform
the public of these events, by first learning
the communication preferences of the
population. These methods might include
increased presence on social media and
coordination with local newspapers.

Improve and expand existing
recreation facilities to meet the
needs of the community

With the number of recreational facilities
in Town, there is almost always a need to be
updating or maintaining existing facilities.
This includes increasing accessibility while
also ensuring that all facilities are up-to-
date and meet recent safety standards.

Demand for the use of Acton fields has
grown consistently, diminishing turf
quality and creating scheduling conflicts.
With the increasing pressure on existing
resources, it is important that all fields be
maintained in top condition to maximize
their ability to meet recreational needs. The
Recreation Commission and Recreation
Department are determined to identify
alternate sites for creating additional
field space while optimizing the use of
existing fields, with the ultimate goal of
accommodating all participants.

At many facilities such as NARA and
Jones Field, there is a need for updating
infrastructure. For example, lighting

in parking lots and clear signage for
specific rules for each location are needed.
Additionally, resilience features, including
sunshade, should be considered.
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Create new facilities and programming
to meet the changing needs of
the community

As the demographics of Acton continue

to change over time, the Town must make
sure to consider and address the needs of
all community members. Differences across
demographics make this a particularly
challenging objective. The Town could
create different facilities to address varying
needs, such as a park specifically designed
for the senior population.

Additionally, as the needs of the
community continue to change especially

Analysis Of Needs

Community garden in Spring at Morrison Farm

as new recreational opportunities grow
in popularity, it is important for the
Recreation Department and Recreation

Commission to stay current with the times.

For example, with sports like disc golf

and pickle ball growing in popularity, the
community has expressed a desire to add
facilities for these types of activities. There
has also been increased momentum to add
a dog park in Town.

As climate concerns increase, resilience
solutions for recreation facilities become
more important. Providing water access
on particularly hot days is an important

step to address this. There are limited
opportunities in Town where park users
can directly access the water. A new park
along River Street could provide additional
opportunities for this critical access. Town
Residents have expressed an interest in a
Town water spray park, another creative
solution for addressing the need for cooling
during periods of extreme heat. Focusing
efforts on developing pocket parks is
another way to increase Town green space.
Pocket parks are small, easily accessible
areas of open public space that offer an
informal gathering place for people of all
ages. They can be naturalized settings,
gardens, small playgrounds, or simply
attractive and inviting areas for public
enjoyment. Pocket parks that incorporate
shaded seating areas can also be an
important resilience measure by providing
relief from heat.

C. MANAGEMENT NEEDS, POTENTIAL
CHANGES OF USE

Coordination between Town departments
(Recreation, Conservation, Planning,
Sustainability, Public Works, GIS, etc.)

To effectively address the multifaceted
needs of the community and successfully
accomplish the goals and objectives
outlined in this plan, it is crucial for



Town staff to engage in continuous
coordination across various departments.
The complexity of identified needs
underscores the reality that no single
department can independently fulfill them;
hence, a collaborative and concerted effort
is essential for the comprehensive success
of the Plan. Specifically, the Recreation
Department and Conservation Division rely
significantly on the Department of Public
Works for critical tasks such as facility
maintenance and mowing. Establishing

a comprehensive plan and maintaining

an open line of communication

among departments will foster a spirit

of teamwork while resulting in the
development of an efficient and effective
schedule of work.

Furthermore, close collaboration with the
Planning Division and the Sustainability
Department is paramount for meeting

the community’s needs in relation to
climate resilience, advancing net-zero
efforts, and implementing necessary

bylaw and zoning updates. By aligning
with these key stakeholders, the Town can
proactively address emerging challenges
and opportunities, thus propelling the
goals of this plan forward in a manner that
is both sustainable and community-centric.

Through these collaborative efforts, we
can strengthen our capacity to respond to
the evolving needs of our community and
collectively work towards a more resilient
and sustainable future.

Consider sustainability and climate
resilience when making open space and
recreation decisions

The effective integration of this plan with
the Town’s Climate Action Plan is critical
for making sure decisions related to
recreation and open space align with the
overarching community climate goals. The
preservation of open space for conservation

""!"' __E‘ z

emerges as a keystone strategy, holding
profound implications for climate
resilience. As the Town progresses in its
decision-making processes regarding open
space, the commitment to conserve these
areas becomes not only an environmental
imperative but also a proactive response to
the evolving impacts of climate change.

Simultaneously, the expansion and
modernization of recreation facilities
provides an opportune moment to embed
climate-conscious practices within the
Town’s recreation offerings. Beyond

merely addressing the recreational -
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Ducks on NARA Pond Photo by Narci Wood
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Trees in Fall
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Photo by Nora Masler

needs of the community, these facilities
should be designed with climate
resilience at the forefront. The strategic
incorporation of green infrastructure,
sustainable landscaping, and innovative
water management systems is essential
for enhancing the environmental
sustainability of these spaces. Moreover,
a concerted effort towards electrification,
wherever feasible, emphasizes the
commitment to reducing the carbon
footprint associated with recreation
facilities. This contributes to the broader
community’s journey toward a more
sustainable and resilient future.

Focus efforts on inclusion, diversity,
and celebrating Acton’s historic and
cultural heritage

Engaging the Town’s Diversity, Equity,
and Inclusion Office is not just a
recommended practice; it is essential

for fostering an inclusive community
where every member’s voice is heard and
acknowledged. By consulting with this
office, we can proactively identify strategies
and initiatives to address the diverse
needs and perspectives of our community.
This collaborative approach aligns with
the principles of equity and inclusivity,
working towards creating an environment

where everyone feels represented and
valued in decision-making processes. As

we strive to build a stronger and more
connected community, the insights and
expertise provided by the Diversity, Equity,
and Inclusion Office will be instrumental in
shaping policies and practices that promote
fairness and equal opportunity for all.

Moreover, in our pursuit of enhancing
recreational facilities and preserving our
conservation lands, it is imperative to
take a thoughtful approach to integrating
and safeguarding the rich history and
culture of Acton. This involves finding
creative and respectful ways to incorporate
elements that celebrate the Town's
heritage and acknowledge the cultural
diversity that contributes to its vibrancy.
By weaving these historical and cultural
aspects into the fabric of our recreational
spaces and conservation lands, we pay
homage to Acton’s unique identity while
creating environments that resonate with
the community on a deeper level. This
intentional integration can foster a sense
of pride and connection, reinforcing the
idea that these public spaces truly belong
to everyone in Acton.



SECTION 8: GOALS AND OBIJECTIVES

Goal #1: Preserve and Protect the Historic,
Cultural, Agricultural, and Scenic Features
of Acton

Preserve and protect forests and trees

Manage and protect existing and new
open fields and meadows

Support local farms and farming
Maintain communication with key landowners

Continue focusing efforts on celebrating A
cton’s historic and cultural heritage

Goal #2: Protect Critical Environmental Resources,

Including Ground and Surface Water, Wildlife,
Diverse Habitats and Ecosystems

Preserve and protect Acton’s water supplies and
conservation values

Ensure permanent protection status of all
conservation parcels and other parcels of
ecological importance

Manage invasive species on town-owned parcels
Develop, extend, and maintain trail networks
Improve, create, and protect wildlife corridors

Increase public outreach, education, and
communication regarding conservation and
environmental protection
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Improve access to and use of managed ¢
onservation areas

Goal #3: Improve and Expand Recreation
Opportunities

Expand universal accessibility to open space
and recreation sites

Expand public outreach to better inform the
public of available passive and active recreation
opportunities

Improve and expand the facilities at the
Nathanial Allen Recreation Area (NARA Park)

Create additional facilities to meet the
diverse needs of the Town

Improve and update existing facilities to
ensure they are safe, accessible, and current

Enhance the quality of Acton’s athletic fields

Goal #4: Incorporate Sustainability in
Current and Future Open Space and
Recreation Decisions

Integrate climate resilience in open spaces
and recreation facilities

Improve the energy efficiency of recreation
buildings and include clean energy upgrades,
where possible, to reach

net-zero emissions
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This Section sets forth four high-level
goals as the guiding principles of Acton’s
efforts to preserve and protect open space
and enhance recreational opportunities
for the enjoyment of all residents. This
section also summarizes the importance
of each overarching goal and reflects the
discussions, analyses, and input from the
many contributors to this Plan. Tasks are
closely aligned with the needs presented
in Section 7 and are intended to preserve
critical features, protect environmental
resources, provide adequate recreational
outlets, and incorporate sustainability.

Goal #1: Preserve and Protect the Historic,
Cultural, Agricultural, and Scenic
Features of Acton

Preserve and protect forests and trees
Protecting forests and trees is crucial

for maintaining biodiversity, mitigating
climate change, and preserving essential
ecosystems. In 2022, the voters at Town
Meeting passed a non-binding resolution
to have the Select Board bring forth a
bylaw that addresses land and tree-clearing
limits. In 2023, the Select Board published
their short and long-term goals. This
included bringing this bylaw to Town

Goals and Objectives

Meeting. Implementing a thoughtful

tree protection bylaw could contribute to
preservation of environmental quality and
sustainable development.

Additionally, the Town is committed to
preserving forested open space using CPA
funding. Town conservation lands and
Town Forests that lack species and age
diversity could benefit greatly from an
investment in targeted forest management.
By implementing sustainable forestry
practices, the Town can maintain a
biodiverse ecosystem that supports a
variety of plant and animal species. This
includes the protection of native flora and
fauna, such as rare or endangered species,
which contribute to overall biodiversity
and ecological balance. Well-managed
forests act as carbon sinks, playing a

vital role in mitigating climate change

by absorbing and storing carbon dioxide.
Acton’s commitment to sustainable forest
practices can contribute to the Town's
carbon sequestration efforts, making it an
integral part of broader climate resilience
strategies.




Manage and protect existing and new open
fields and meadows

Maintaining and mowing existing
meadows prevents invasive plant species
from outcompeting native species in

the natural habitat. The Town mows
these meadows annually in the fall,

prior to the first frost. The Department

of Public Works staff assist by mowing:
Morrison Farm, the Arboretum, Grassy
Pond, Heath Hen Meadow, Stoneymeade,
Wright Hill, Guggins Brook, and Pratt’s
Brook. Conservation staff contract out the
mowing of the remaining meadows: Jenks,
Knowlton, Anthem Village, and Nagog
Hill. It is critical to ensure that these
valuable areas are maintained each year
in accordance with meadow management
plans.

In addition to protecting existing
meadows, the public has pushed for an
effort to increase meadow habitats for
birds and pollinators. These habitats, rich
in wildflowers and native plants, provide
crucial foraging and nesting sites for
bees, butterflies, and other pollinators.
By supporting diverse insect populations,
these meadows contribute to the
pollination of flowering plants, ensuring
the reproduction of many species and

Dandelions preparing to disperse seeds in Wetherbee Conservation Land

promoting overall ecosystem resilience.
Furthermore, these meadows serve as
essential corridors for wildlife, fostering
biodiversity and creating a balanced and
sustainable environment. Therefore, the
Town aims to promote and revitalize
meadow habitats wherever possible.

Support local farms and farming

The community has emphasized that
farming and agriculture are a priority

for the Town. In 2019, the voters at Town
Meeting approved the Right-to-Farm Bylaw.
The following year, the Town established

an Agricultural Commission to conduct
outreach to local farms and focus efforts
on preserving farmland. Later in 2020, the
Agricultural Commission assisted in the
permanent protection of Stonefield Farm.
The Agricultural Commission is now in
the process of drafting a Comprehensive
Agriculture Plan. As part of this plan,

the Agricultural Commission will look

to identify areas with prime agricultural
soils, parcels that may be suitable for an
Agricultural Preservation Restriction
(APR), and a consistent path for
establishing APRs.
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Native Swallowtail butterfly perched on native
Milkweed, a host species for the butterfly

Goals and Objectives

The Agricultural Commission is dedicated
to educating the community on the need
for local farming and the various ways

of protecting farmland, such as Chapter

61 and cluster developments. They are

also exploring additional creative ways of
encouraging local farming such as transfer
of development rights and zoning changes
that would allow for small-scale farming.

Maintain communication with key
landowners

One of the most important factors in
acquiring open space is availability.
Maintaining communication with

key landowners helps foster a strong
relationship that allows the Town to

be aware of valuable parcels that may
become available. The Open Space
Committee works closely with the Acton
Conservation Trust and Sudbury Valley
Trustees to maintain communication
with key landowners for options to
acquire attractive parcels. The Open Space
Committee and the Acton Conservation
Trust continue to purchase open space.
Most recently, the Town coordinated with
Sudbury Valley Trustees and the Acton
Water District to facilitate the acquisition
of the land at 549 Main Street (now owned
by the Acton Water District). The Town

helped facilitate permanent protection of
this land via a Conservation Restriction
held jointly by the Acton Conservation
Commission and Sudbury Valley Trustees.

Additionally, the Town has recently
acquired or protected 180 Newtown Road;
549 Main Street; 13 Arlington Street
(Anderson Land); Newtown Road Rear; 330
Central Street (Wright Hill); 176 Central
Street (Heath Hen Meadow); 161 Newtown
Road; and 4 Piper Lane.

Continue focusing efforts on celebrating
Acton’s historic and cultural heritage

Acton has a rich historic and cultural
heritage that tells a story about the

Town’s unique background and the diverse
influences that have shaped its identity.
Through the public process, the Town
expressed an appetite to continue building
on the progress made by various groups
and committees to ensure the recognition
and preservation of the Town's historic and
cultural heritage.

The Friends of Pinehawk assisted in the
creation of the Trail Through Time, a
two-mile bi-cultural heritage trail which
showcases a journey into the past. In 2023,
the Town completed the East Acton Village



Green, including informational signage
about the Nashoba Praying Indians. The
official opening of the park included

a special ceremony led by Strong Bear
Medicine and his family. Efforts should

be made to continue this mission and to
create similar initiatives throughout Town.

In 2022, an Archeology Bylaw, sponsored by
the Historical Commission, was passed at
the Annual Town Meeting. It ensures that
archaeologically-significant features can be
documented prior to land disturbance in
large areas. Plans to evaluate and preserve
such features on Town land can be based
on this bylaw.

Goal #2: Protect Critical Environmental
Resources, Including Ground and Surface
Water, Wildlife, Diverse Habitats and
Ecosystems

Preserve and protect Acton’s water supplies
and conservation values

Water protection is vital for preserving
ecosystems, supporting agriculture, and
ensuring access to clean drinking water,
all of which are critical for human well-
being and environmental stability. In 2023,
the Town worked with the Acton Water
District to protect 549 Main Street as a

critical water supply. The Conservation
Commission and Open Space Committee
should continue to work jointly with

the Acton Water District to identify

and acquire parcels with potential to
further conservation interests, protect
wells, and allow for passive recreation.
Pursuing state and federal funding

for Zone 1 and 2 protections aids this
effort. The Water Resources Advisory
Committee developed a draft bylaw,
Chapter U, regulating storm water runoff.
Its passage will help to reduce surface
water pollutants that contaminate
groundwater.

At the 2023 Town Meeting, the
groundwater protection zones were
updated to reflect potential future wells
and to add Maynard’s groundwater
protection Zone 2 in South Acton.
Additionally, in 2017, the Stormwater
Management and Erosion Control
Regulations were adopted at Town
Meeting. Continuing these efforts to
update and ensure implementation of
groundwater and stormwater protections
is essential to achieving this objective.

The Town of Acton 2024-2031 Open Space and Recreation Plan

Strong Bear Medicine, a Nashoba Praying Indian
at the recently installed TTT East Acton Village
Native American interpretive panel, that he and

Dan Boudillion provided the text and images for.

Neil Horsky drew the map. Photo by Bettina Abe.
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Pileated Woodpecker hotel, Ice House Pond

Goals and Objectives

Ensure permanent protection status of all
conservation parcels and other parcels of
ecological importance

Over the years, the Town has dedicated
significant resources to ensure the
protection of valuable open space.

Taking appropriate measures to protect
these parcels is critical for maintaining
their conservation value. A number of
the Town’s vital conservation areas lack
permanent protection status. These
comprise more than fifty acres in total,
many functioning as important corridors.
Placing conservation restrictions on the
more vulnerable parcels is crucial to their
permanent protection. (*See Section 5,
Land Chart.)

The Conservation Commission currently
holds seven Conservation Restrictions

that do not have baseline documentation
and are not regularly monitored. The

Town received funding in 2023 to begin
developing a program for appropriate
protection for these parcels. The program
will need to be implemented and additional
funding will be required in the future.

Manage invasive species on
town-owned parcels

Invasive species pose multifaceted
threats to the local environment. These
threats include habitat disruption, loss

of biodiversity, and impact on water
bodies. Their presence can displace native
fauna, affect recreational activities, and
complicate restoration efforts. Addressing
these dangers requires collaborative
efforts to detect, monitor, and effectively
manage invasive species to safeguard the
ecological balance and well-being of the
local community. Protective actions against
invasive species include:

- Continuing to assist the Land
Stewardship Committee in the
ongoing removal of targeted species on
conservation land

- Continuing efforts to recruit hand-pickers
and educate gardeners and landscape
managers on how to avoid and remove
invasive plants

- Coordinating annual efforts to remove
invasive water chestnut from Ice House
Pond and Robbins Mill Pond

The Land Stewards address non-indigenous
species issues on conservation lands
through volunteer work- days. A tractor



is used to mow meadows, minimizing the
spread of undesirable plants. Volunteers
also remove garlic mustard at the
Arboretum and other conservation lands.
The Land Stewards educate themselves and
the public on best removal practices. These
efforts need to be continued, including
identification of priority areas and
development of management plans.

Develop, extend, and maintain
trail networks

Trail network extension is a priority, as

it enhances community health and well-
being by providing accessible outdoor
spaces for increased physical activities and
social connection. Linking communities
through trails fosters unity by connectors
and shared recreational spaces.

Over the last seven years, the Town added
multiple trail systems to conservation
lands:

- Grassy Pond West Trail

- Anderson parcel added to
Bulette Town Forest

« Trail Through Time and
Robbins Mill Trail

. Assabet River Blue and Green Trails

- Wright Hill Conservation Land

In addition to continuing to maintain
existing trails, the Conservation Division,
in collaboration with the Open Space
Committee, plan to focus efforts on looking
for opportunities for new trail connections.

Improve, create, and protect
wildlife corridors

Wildlife corridors connect habitats,
promoting biodiversity by enabling
species movement. They maintain genetic

The Town of Acton 2024-2031 Open Space and Recreation Plan

diversity, aid migration, and help species
adapt to climate change. Corridors
prevent habitat fragmentation, mitigate
human-wildlife conflicts, and support
ecosystem functionality. Additionally,
they play a crucial role in sustaining
healthy ecosystems, contributing to

the conservation of endangered species
while offering economic and recreational
benefits. To create and protect wildlife
corridors, regional planning within Acton,

Wood Frog Photo by lan Bergermann
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Native Plantings of Joe Pye weed at the Morrison Farm meadow

as well as with abutting towns is essential.
Open space parcels are valuable as wildlife
habitat. Space for human activity is also
important. These can both be accomplished
by protecting critical open space parcels
that facilitate habitat connections, while
also developing strategies to sustainably
co-exist with wildlife.

Goals and Objectives

Increase public outreach, education, and
communication regarding conservation and
environmental protection

Public outreach and education are

vital for creating awareness, fostering
sustainable practices, and inspiring
positive behavioral change. By engaging
communities, empowering advocacy, and
instilling environmental stewardship, these
efforts contribute to a more conscious

and sustainable society. This prepares

communities for environmental challenges
while promoting global collaboration.

Feedback from the public outreach process
called for increased programming and
communication. In order to achieve this, an
educational curriculum could be developed,
including a focused presence on social
media to help distribute the information.

Improve access to and use of managed
conservation areas

To ensure that individuals of all abilities
can enjoy outdoor activities, accessibility
on trails is crucial. Accessibility fosters
inclusivity and promotes physical and
mental well-being, while providing equal
opportunities for everyone to experience
nature’s beauty.

Over time, the Acton Arboretum has seen
improvements in accessibility, including

a new entrance and boardwalk. To make
the Arboretum a universally accessible
park, the Conservation Division needs to
continue to focus on it. Throughout Acton’s
conservation lands, replacing boardwalks
and maintaining parking lots requires a
similar focus.



Goal #3: Improve and Expand Recreation
Opportunities

Expand universal accessibility to open
space and recreation sites

It is essential to provide universal access
to recreational facilities. This ensures

that children and adults of all abilities

can engage in activities that foster social
inclusion, physical development, and
emotional well-being, promoting equality
and understanding among peers. As a
major focus, the Recreation Department
introduced accessibility improvements

to Gardner Playground (2023); Goward
Playground (2013); Elm Street Playgrounds
(2014 and 2023); and Jones Playground
(2020). Although the Recreation
Department made significant progress, it
will still need to stay ahead of this ongoing
objective, including work at Veterans Field
and Great Hill.

Expand public outreach to better inform
the public of available passive and active
recreation opportunities

Successful recreation programing requires
building awareness of the opportunities
provided. The Recreation Department has
made this a priority; however, ongoing
improvement is vital. Currently, Recreation

utilizes several channels for disseminating
information including social media, the
Town website, and posted flyers. Major
communication enhancements could
include paper and web-based accessibility
brochures for the conservation land trail
system and each recreation facility. These
could detail trail conditions and other
components of accessibility. In addition,
to encourage the use of Acton’s open

>
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space resources, we could add information
to guidebooks about trail suitability for
passive recreation. These activities could
include hiking, horseback riding, and cross-
country skiing.

Boardwalk to recreation area Photo by Mao Quiping
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Improve and expand the facilities at the
Nathanial Allen Recreation Area
(NARA Park)

NARA's facilities have become the center
of summertime recreational and cultural
activities in Acton. The Town recently
improved NARA with the addition of the
Miracle Field, Sports Plaza, concession
stand, and bike pump rack. Developing the
Master Plan for NARA is an important step
in systematically enhancing and improving
this major recreational resource. Section 9,
the Rollout Plan for NARA, lists activities

Goals and Objectives

o

Beachgoers at NARA Park

planned to enhance its use as a recreational
and cultural facility.

+ Add shade structures at the NARA Sports
Plaza.

- Add sidewalk extensions linking Veterans
Field to NARA

- Improve universal accessibility
- Add signage along Route 2
- Add new signage at NARA

- Renovate NARA playground

Create additional facilities to meet the
diverse needs of the Town

The needs and desires of the community
continue to evolve as demographics and
interests change. It is important to stay
updated and ensure that the Town’s efforts
address the desires of all community
members. Resident requests for additional
recreational facilities abound. These
include requests for a skating rink, splash
pads, dog park, pickle ball courts, disc

golf, a senior park, and more parking at

all facilities. Acton has limited aquatic
resources and NARA is the only public
swimming facility in Town. Use of Nagog
Pond in some recreational capacity

would be a major benefit. There is now a
preliminary architectural design drawing
for a proposed senior park, targeted at our
senior population. This project, along with
the Acton Community Dog Park, would be
located with the McManus Senior Housing
Project as part of the planned Main Street
Campus. Another focus of the community
is to develop pocket parks and green spaces
throughout Town villages.



Improve and update existing facilities to
ensure they are safe, accessible,
and current

Although adding new recreational
facilities is an important objective, it is
equally critical that existing facilities

be maintained and kept up-to-date.

The Town rolls out such improvements
based on priority and feasibility. Some
future improvements include new or
extended parking lots for some of the
playground and conservation areas and
shade structures for Jones and Gardner
Playgrounds. Other playgrounds are
monitored and addressed as needed.
Improving and enhancing existing facilities
to maximize usability are Town priorities.
Several playgrounds are either overdue or
are scheduled for replacement within the
next four years: Veterans Field Playground
(due in 2-3 years) and NARA (with within
5-7 years). The design and construction
of these playground facilities will ensure
universal accessibility for all.

Enhance the quality of Acton’s
athletic fields

Maintenance of athletic fields, with

a focus on safety and quality, is an
ongoing priority. The Town aims to
be environmentally responsible, while

ensuring well maintained surfaces for
youth activities. To extend the use of the
fields while minimizing maintenance,

the Town installed artificial turf fields

at Acton-Boxborough Regional High
School. This demonstrated the benefit of
this approach, and the Town will explore
additional installations. Employing
environmentally-responsible maintenance
techniques requires an investment in
educating the Town maintenance staff.
This includes using environmentally-sound
approaches to turf management while
engaging qualified outside contractors to
augment Town resources.

Goal #4: Incorporate Sustainability in
Current and Future Open Space and
Recreation Decisions

Integrate climate resilience in open spaces
and recreation facilities

Climate-resilient outdoor spaces are
essential for communities, providing
adaptable environments that withstand
climate change impacts. Beyond aesthetics,
they promote well-being, biodiversity,

and community cohesion. By integrating
sustainable practices, these spaces
contribute to environmental and social

The Town of Acton 2024-2031 Open Space and Recreation Plan
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resilience, emphasizing the importance of
sustainable design in our changing climate.

The Town's Climate Action Plan highlights
the need to protect open space and
integrate climate-resilient facilities.
Pairing the protection of vital ecosystems
with infrastructure that can improve
preparedness against a changing climate is
a priority for the Town.

Improve the energy efficiency of recreation
buildings and include clean energy
upgrades, where possible, to reach
net-zero emissions

Vital for environmental sustainability,
opting for energy-efficient buildings
reduces greenhouse gas emissions and
lowers utility costs. They promote occupant
health and well-being by enhancing

indoor comfort and air quality. Investing

in energy-efficient construction not only
saves resources but also sets a precedent for
responsible building practices, contributing
to a more sustainable future.

As the Town works towards its goal of
net zero by 2030, focusing efforts on
recreation facilities will be a key factor. In
2023, the Town started to install electric
vehicle chargers at various recreation

Goals and Objectives

facilities, such as Veterans Field and
NARA and aims to find additional
suitable locations. Additionally, the
Town can continue to move away from
fossil fuel use in infrastructure and
maintenance equipment.

Snowfall at the Acton Arboretum. picnic site




SECTION 9: SEVEN YEAR ACTION PLAN

Goal #1: Preserve and protect the historic,
cultural, agricultural, and scenic features
of Acton

Goal #3: improve and expand
recreational opportunities for everyone

Expand universal accessibility to open space

Preserve and protect forest and trees and recreation sites

Manage and protect existing and new
open fields and meadows

Expand public outreach and communication
to better inform the public of available passive

. and active recreation opportunities
Support local farms and farming PP

Improve and expand the facilities at the

Maintain communication with Nathanial Allen Recreational Area (NARA)

key landowners
Develop and implement an integrated Main

Continue focusing efforts on celebrating Gl (ot (4

Acton’s historic and cultural heritage
Create additional facilities and programing

Goal #2: Protect critical environmental resources .
! to meet the diverse needs of the town

Including ground and surface water, wildlife,

diverse habitats and ecosystems Improve and update existing facilities

Preserve and protect Acton’s water
supplies and conservation values

Ensure permanent protection status of
conservation parcels and other parcels of
ecological importance

Manage invasive species on Town owned parcels
Develop, extend and maintain trail networks
Improve, create and protect wildlife corridors

Increase public outreach, education and
communication regarding conservation and
environmental protection

Improve access to and use of managed
conservation areas

Ensure playground facilities are made
up-to-date, safe and accessible

Enhance the quality of Acton’s athletic fields

Acquire and develop pocket parks/commons
in Acton Villages

Goal #4: Incorporate sustainability in
current and future open space and
recreation decisions

Integrate climate resilience in open spaces
and recreation facilities

Improve the energy efficiency of recreation
buildings & include clean energy upgrades
where possible to reach net zero emissions

The Town of Acton 2024-2031 Open Space and Recreation Plan




Action Funding Responsible Est. Date Priority

Goal #1: Preserve and protect the historic,
cultural, agricultural, and scenic featuresof Acton

Preserve and protect forest and trees

Identify locations that may benefit from forest management

. Conservation Division 2027 2
techniques and/or a forest management plan.

Town of Acton

Find a suitable location and begin a street-tree nursery on municipal land Town of Acton Conservation/Department of Public Works 2029 3

Continue working in conjunction with the Tree Warden, continue a

of meadows on conservation lands

Stewardship Committee

tree planting and replacement program along Acton’s streets Town of Acton Conservation/Department of Public Works Ongoing 2

Replace dead apple trees in the Arboretum with new apple trees ;:Eg?eil?; Acton Friends of Acton Arboretum Ongoing 2

Explore bylaw changes that seek to encourage the protection of trees Town of Acton Land Use Department 2025 1
Manage and protect existing and new open fields and meadows

Implement the Meadow Management Plans for NARA, Morrison Farm, Town of Acton Conservation Division/Land Ondoin 1

Grassy Pond, Heath Hen, Stoneymeade, and Jenks conservation areas Stewardship Committee going

Develop a plan to ensure proper and timely mowing Town of Acton Conservation Division/Land 2025

Conservation Division/Open Space

Apply for local, state and federal grants for land and water protection n/a Committee/Agricultural Commission Ongoing
. . . . Conservation Division/Land
Re-establish the healthy meadow habitat at Nagog Hill Conservation Area Town of Acton . . 2026
Stewardship Committee
. . . . Conservation Division/Land
n Identify new locations for potential pollinator meadows and gardens n/a Stewardship Committee 2025
Support local farms and farming
Implemer)t zonl'ng changes to §upport smaller n/a Planning Division/Agricultural Commission 2026
commercial agricultural operations
Identify parcels that would be good candidates Community Agricultural Commission/ Ondoin
for agricultural preservation restrictions Preservation Act Acton Conservation Trust going
Work with the State, Land Trusts, and individual property owners to n/a Open Space Committee/ Agricultural Onaoin
effectively establish CRs/APRs on State owned land within Acton. Commission/ Acton Conservation Trust going
Explore broader use of Transfer of Development rights to Land Use Department/ Agricultural
. n/a o . 2028
prevent large land parcels from becoming fragmented Commission/ Acton Conservation Trust
Maintain communication with key landowners
At the monthly meetings with the Open Space Committee and . .
Acton Conservation Trust, continue discussions regarding additional n/a Open Space Committee/Conservation Ongoing

192

open space protection for all of Acton’s conservation parcels.

Division/ Acton Conservation Trust

Seven Year Action Plan



Action Funding Responsible Est. Date Priority
Continue focusing efforts on celebrating Acton’s historic and cultural
heritage
Maintain communications with local tribe members n/a Town of Acton/Friends of Pine Hawk Ongoing 1
Increase education surrounding cultural and geological history of parcels n/a Town of Acton/Friends of Pine Hawk Ongoing 1
Devel trategy f luati d i isting histori C it . T -
evelop a strategy for evaluating and preserving existing historic ommunity Planning Division/Historical Commission 2028 >
features, such as stone walls and archaeological artifacts on Town land Preservation Act
Devel Iki ith inf ional kiosk: icl i S o .
e\'/e op a walking route wit mlormatlona losks at strategic locations Town of Acton Historical Commission/Conservation Division 2029 3
telling the story of the Acton Minutemen as they marched to Concord
Initiate an archeological survey of the sewer property on Adams street Town of Acton Conservation Division/Friends of Pine Hawk 2029 3
Goal #2: Protect critical environmental resources,
including ground and surface water, wildlife, diverse habitats
and ecosystems
Preserve and protect Acton’s water supplies and conservation values
Work with the Water District to identify and purchase Communit
protected open space parcels with value for existing well-field Preservatizn Act Open Space Committee/Acton Water District Ongoing 1
protection, new well potential and conservation value
. . . . Water Resource Advisory Committee/
Work with surrounding towns for a regional approach to water protection n/a Acton Water District 2027 3
Revi h iti f icipal parking | - . . .
eview the condition of municipal parking lots and Town of Acton Municipal Properties/Engineering Department 2027 2
develop a plan to address storm water runoff
Focus education efforts toward property owners . . .
N veat ward property ow n/a Water Resource Advisory Committee Ongoing 3
who abut critical water supplies
Facilitate the review and update of models used Water Resource Advisory Committee/ .
. Town of Acton . Ongoing 2
for groundwater protection zones Acton Water District
Identify partnerships that can help leverage Water Resource Advisory Committee/ )
n/a L Ongoing 3
resources to protect land and water supply Acton Water District
Ensure that development and maintenance plans for new recreational n/a Water Resource Advisory Committee/ Ondoin >
facilities are in alignment with the goal of groundwater protection Recreation Department going
Ensure permanent protection status of conservation parcels and other
parcels of ecological importance
Rezone and place permanent restrictions on properties . . .
0 P per restrict properties Community Conservation Commission/
considered part of the Conservation Areas but are municipal . . - 2029 3
. . . Preservation Act Conservation Division
properties with no permanent protection status
Create baseline documentation for existing conservation restrictions Conservation Commission/ .
Town of Acton Ongoing 2

held by the Town and implement an annual monitoring program

Conservation Division

The Town of Acton 2024-2031 Open Space and Recreation Plan
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rail bed in North Acton which extends into Westford

Action Funding Responsible Est. Date Priority
Explore brlnglng a propo§al to Town Me'etlng to.pe':rmanently Acton Conservation Agricultural Commission 2027 >
protect Morrison Farm with a conservation restriction Trust
E{(plore zoning changes that palrs. new housing n/a Land Use Department Ongoing 1
with targeted open space protection

Manage invasive species on Town owned parcels
Contilnue to upqate the invasive .plant species plan, Town of Acton Land Stem{ardshlp C.ommlttee/ Ongoing 1
and implement its recommendations Conservation Divi-sion

. . . . . Land Stewardship Committee/ .
Evaluate various invasive species management strategies n/a . L Ongoing 3
Conservation Divi-sion
Continue efforts to recruit hand-pickers, and to educate gardeners and Land Stewardship Committee/ .
. . . n/a . L Ongoing 2
landscape managers on how to avoid and remove invasive plants Conservation Divi-sion
Install “Stop Aquatic Hitchhikers” signs at regularly-paddled
waterways such as the Canoe Launch off Route 62, Ice House Pond Town of Acton Conservation Division 2026 3
off Concord Road in North Acton, and Mill Pond in South Acton
Periodically publicize and make available to the general
public informa-tional articles and handouts regarding Town of Acton Conservation Division Ongoing 2
invasive species recognition and control techniques
Coordinate annual efforts to remove invasive water chestnuts Town of Acton Conservation Division Ongoin 1
from Ice House Pond and Robbins Mill Pond going

Develop, extend and maintain trail networks
Develop a trail system in West Acton Center, from Arlington Community Land Stewardship Committee/ 2027 >
Street to Route 111 on parcel F-2, 75-14, 8 Knowlton Drive Preservation Act Conservation Division
Develop a trail system on the 20 acre Anderson Land, on Land Stewardship Committee/

Arlington Street near Newtown Road purchased in 2013 Town of Acton Conservation Division 2024 1

Initiate discussions with the Concord Water District to secure access to land

running along the shore of Nagog Pond, creating a permanent corridor n/a Conservation Division 2027 2

through the Nagog Hill property to the Sara Doublet property in Littleton

Develop a trail from Knox Trail to the W.R. Grace property Town of Acton Land SteV\{ardshlp .Commlttee/ 2027 3
Conservation Division

Build boardwalk and expand trail network to the north side of Pacy land Town of Acton Land Stewgrdshp .Commlttee/ 2029 2
Conservation Division

Explore opportunities to connect existing trails to the abandoned Town of Acton Conservation Division/Open Space Committee 2029 3

Seven Year Action Plan



Action Funding Responsible Est. Date Priority
Improve, create and protect wildlife corridors
Install “Caution: Turtle Crossing” signs at Route 2A/27 and Route . -
111 (Fort Pond Brook) and Newtown Road (Conant Brook) Town of Acton Conservation Division 2025 2
Create wood turtle nesting habitat at mill dam road parcel Town of Acton Conservation Division 2027 2
Orgamze. a.nnual even.ts to facm’Fate the safe crossing Town of Acton Conservation Division ongoing 1
of amphibians  during migration
Develop a plan to protect riverine h?.bltat. along Grassy.Pond Town of Acton Conservation Division 2027 >
Brook and the vernal pools located in adjacent properties
Improve existing wood turtle nesting habitat at veterans field Town of Acton Conservation Division 2024 2
Develop a be'flver management program tp sustainably Town of Acton Conservat!on D|V|$|o.n/' 2026 1
address flooding caused by beaver damming Conservation Commission
Increase public outreach, education and communication regarding
conservation and environmental protection
Develop a seasonal educational curriculum focused on environmental Conservation Division/Recreation .
. . . Town of Acton . Ongoing 1
awareness, including workshops, awareness campaigns and nature walks Department/ Acton Conservation Trust
Develop updated trail gwde; and informational Town of Acton Conservation Division 2025 2
pamphlets for all Conservation Land
!n.c.ollaboratlon with !:rlends of the Acton Arboretum, n/a Conservation Div./Friends of Acton Arboretum  Ongoing
initiate seasonal public walks at the Arboretum
Ongoing 2 Ongoing
Upg.rade.Consejrvatlon .Land Map§ to include be.tter ele.ctromc Land Stewardship Committee/ '
options, including moving the trail data to publicly available Town of Acton . - Ongoing 2
. Conservation Division
mapping sources, such as Open Street Maps or Google Maps
Increase s.omal media prese.nce including mon-thly posts about Town of Acton Conservation Division Ongoing 3
conservation lands and environmental education
Install additional stream signs at the following locations:
Assabet River — Route 62, Inch Brook- Route 111, Nashoba . -
Brook — Route 2, Fort Pond Brook — Route 111, Mary’s Town of Acton Conservation Division 2027 3
Brook — Minot Ave. and Spencer Brook — Pope Road
Create a plan and obtain funding to replace the Town of Acton/ Conservation Division/Land
. . . 2026 1
culvert at Jenks Conservation Land grants Stewardship Committee
Regrade access road and replace culvert at Camp Acton Community Conservation Division/Land 2024 1

Preservation Act

Stewardship Committee
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regulations to promote safe park use

Action Funding Responsible Est. Date Priority
S . . . Conservation Division/Land
Improve and maintain the parking lot at the Nagog Hill Conservation Area Town of Acton Stewardship Committee 2027 2
Improve and maintain the parking lot at Grassy Pond Conservation Division/Land
Conservation Areas on Nagog Hill road Town of Acton Stewardship Committee 2027 2
Improve and maintain the parking lot at the Jenks Conservation Area Town of Acton Conservatlpn D|V|S|9n/Land 2024 2
Stewardship Committee
Goal #3: Improve and Expand Recreational Opportunities
for Everyone
Expand universal accessibility to open space and recreation sites
Town of Acton/ Conservation Division/Friends
Continue to improve Acton Arboretum universally accessible trails Friends of Acton Ongoing 1
of Acton Arboretum
Arboretum
Ensure universal access at existing facilities such as Commuany . .
NARA beach picnic areas. and plavarounds Preservation Recreation Department Ongoing 1
' P ' playg Act/ Grant
Add sidewalk extensions to popular recreation sites, particularly from north Town of Acton Recreation Department/ Ongoin >
of Route 2A on Route 27 (Main Street), linking Veterans Field to NARA Engineering Department going
Provide universal accessibility to Veteran's Field CommumFy Recreation Department 2025
Preservation Act
Pave a universally accessible trail at Great Hill along the Community . . s
western edge of the playing field to the pond Preservation Act Recreation Department/Conservation Division 2029 3
Create accessible trail at meeting house hill .éor;vr:c of Acton/ Land Use Department 2030 3
Complete the trail connection through Valentine
property from BFRT to Carlisle Road Town of Acton Land Use Department 2029 3
Expand public outreach and communication to better inform the public of
available passive and active recreation opportunities
Continue to provide opportunities for educational nature walks n/a Recreation Department Ongoing 3
Promote all forms of recreation, both passive and active, through . .
informational brochures and informed Recreation staff Town of Acton Recreation Department Ongoing !
Research, establish, post, and maintain rules and Town of Acton Recreation Department Ongoing >

Seven Year Action Plan



Action Funding Responsible Est. Date Priority

Improve and expand the facilities at the Nathanial Allen Recreational Area

(NARA)
Add Signage: “NARA” to large sign on Route 2 near Route 27 exit. Town of Acton Recreation Department 2026 2
Install a NARA Ledge Rock Way entrance-5|gn to be Grant Recreation Department 2026 1
composed of a stone base and wrought iron arch
Add lighting to parking lots Town of Acton Town of Acton 2030 2
Install solar panels to support energy sustainability Grant Town of Acton 2030 2
Install lighting around upper fields to extend usability Community Recreation Department 2029 2

Preservation Act

Install solar lighting along pond path, and around

. Grant Recreation Department 2031 2
upper and lower parking areas

Replace failing trees and plant new trees in strategic
areas such as the playground and beach, to ensure Town of Acton Recreation Department Ongoing 1
shade for future generations of park patrons

Set up a bicycle rental and storage area for Bruce Freeman Rail Trail users Grant Recreation Department 2027 2

Develop and implement an integrated Main Street Campus plan

Identify funding sources and secure funding for the dog

) . . . . CPA/Grant Recreation Department/Dog Park Committee Ongoing 1
park’s design, construction, and ongoing maintenance
Oversee the design, construction and maintenance of the dog CPA/Town of . .
park with the Friends of the Acton Community Dog Park Acton / Grant Recreation Department/Dog Park Committee 2025 1

Develop the initial landscape architectural plan for a .
P P P American Rescue

Senior Park located between the Acton Community Dog Recreation Department 2024 1
. o Plan Act
Park, the McManus Manor Senior Living complex
Create a plan for the long-term oversight and maintenance of the dog park n/a Recreation Department /Dog Park Committee 2026 1
Create additional facilities and programing to meet the diverse needs of
the town
Identify properties that can support new recreational Community .
uses, such as pickleball and disc golf Preservation Act Recreation Department 2025 1
Find a site and. F)egln pIar?nlng f’o.r a water spray Commuany Recreation Department 2026 >
park in recognition of residents’ interest Preservation Act

Town of Acton/
Community Land Use Department 2029 3
Preservation Act

Create new or expanded parking lots at Morrison Farm
and Great Hill Conservation Area off Piper Rd
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Action Funding Responsible Est. Date Priority

Work with the Town of Concord and the Commonwealth ToC/ MA / Town

to develop non-motorized boat and recreation agreement Recreation Department 2029 3
. of Acton
for the recreational use of Nagog Pond
Increase programming efforts to m.eet the changing Town of Acton Recreation Department Ongoing 1
needs and desires of the community
Community
Develop community gardens in West Acton Preservation Land Use Department 2029 2
Act / Grant
Improve and update existing facilities
Veterans Field: expand parking capacity and install tiered spectator seatin Community Recreation Department 2031 3
- exp P g capactty P 9 Preservation Act P
Install Sunshade at Jones Field Commuany Recreation Department 2025 1
Preservation Act
Install sunshade at Nara Sports Plaza replacing season tent rentals Commuany Recreation Department 2025 1
Preservation Act
Build a brldge over Nas.hoba Brook to link fche Bruce CommumFy Historical Commission/Land Use Department 2031 3
Freeman Rail Trail to this expanded recreation area Preservation Act
Ensure playground facilities are made up-to-date, safe and accessible
Install new playground at the Recreation Center CommumFy Recreation Department 2027 2
Preservation Act
Renovate NARA Playground CommumFy Recreation Department 2027 2
Preservation Act
Enhance the quality of Acton’s athletic fields
Seek qualified outside contractors to augment Town staff Town of Acton Town of Acton Ongoing 1
Proylde education and training to maintenance staff in Town of Acton Conservation Division Ongoing 3
environmentally sound approaches to turf management
Renovate Goward basketball court Commuany Recreation Department 2028 2
Preservation Act
Acquire and develop pocket parks/commons in Acton Villages
Design and construct West Acton Village — Fort Pond Brook loop Community
trail from Arlington Street to Route 111 trail at Knowlton land Preservation Act Land Use Department 2031 3
Map out short, safe and accessible walks within the villages Community Land Use Department 2028 2

Preservation Act
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Action Funding Responsible Est. Date Priority

Finish construction of 53 River Street Park Commuany Land Use Department 2026 1
Preservation Act
Develop a pocket park on Patriot's Road, and loop Community
the accessible boardwalk to Newtown Road Preservation Act Land Use Department 2028 2
In conjunction with Acton Water District, create a loop trail at Knox Trail Commuany Land Use Department 2028 3
Preservation Act
Goal #4: Incorporate sustainability in
current and future open space and recreation decisions
Integrate climate resilience in open spaces and recreation facilities
. . Town of Acton/ . .
Preserve Open Spaces that contribute to carbon sequestration grants Open Space Committee Ongoing 2
Ensure Town-wide resilience planning takes into Town of Acton/ Sustainability Department/ .
. . C . Ongoing 1
consideration biodiversity and natural ecosystems grants Land Use Department
C;reate or rehabflltate parks with climate reS|I|enc'e considerations Town of Acton/ Sustainability Department/ .
(i.e. plan green infrastructure around the protection of water rants Recreation Department Ongoing 2
resources; consider shade trees to address the heat island effect) g P
Pair by-r|.gh'F h9usmg with the p.rotect|on. or creation of open Town of Acton/ Land Use Department 2025 1
space, prioritizing the preservation of critical ecosystems grants
Improve the energy efficiency of recreation buildings & include clean
energy upgrades where possible to reach net zero emissions
. . . Town of Acton/ S
Install Level 2 and Level 3 EV Chargers in recreation parking lots grants Sustainability Department 2026 1
Replace gas-powered vehicles and mowers with efficient electric Town of Acton/ Sustainability Department/ Ongoing 2
grants Land Use Department
Assess and provide retro-commissioning services to Town of Acton/
ensure building equipment is operating at peak efficiency rants Sustainability Department 2026 2
and pursue all cost-effective energy upgrades 9
. . . T f A T
Electrify all heating equipment own of Acton/ Sustainability Department 2030 2

grants
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SECTION 10: PUBLIC COMMENTS

Select Board

Planning Board

Metropolitan Area Planning Council

Conservation Commission
Open Space Committee
Dog Park Committee

Acton Conservation Trust
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SECTION 11: REFERENCES

SECTION A1
« Acton 2014-2021 OSRP
— http://doc.acton-ma.gov/dsweb/Get/
SECTION 2
« Acton 2014-2021 OSRP
— http://doc.acton-ma.gov/dsweb/Get/
SECTION 3
« Acton 2014-2021 OSRP
—http://doc.acton-ma.gov/dsweb/Get/

+ Acton Annual Town Reports
- . - ' ? -

- Acton Building Permits — Town of Acton Land use
Department

« Acton Conservation Trust

—https://actonconservationtrust.org/about-us/

Acton Historical Society
_1 /) historicalsoci :
Acton Market Insights — Redfin

1 ine-marl insie]

Age-Friendly Massachusetts — Mass.Gov

massachusetts

Age-Friendly Massachusetts

massachusetts

Basic Housing Needs Assessment for Acton, MA - The
Massachusetts Housing Data Portal

— http://www.housing.ma/acton/report
Births 2020 - The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Executive Office of Health and Human Services/
Department of Public Health Massachusetts

download

Connect Powder Mill Road — Spring 2022 Report

CrossTown Connect’s Town Transportation

— http://www.minutevan.net

The Town of Acton 2024-2031 Open Space and Recreation Plan



https://brucefreemanrailtrail.org/
https://brucefreemanrailtrail.org/

214

- Daniel V. Boudillion from the forthcoming book, History of

the Nashoba Praying Indians - Doings, Sufferings, Survival and
Triumph, in collaboration with Strong Bear Medicine.

- Draft Population, Household, and Employment Projections

input/

« MAPC Municipal Projections

— https://mapc365.sharepoint.com/:x:/s/DataServicesSP/

- Powder Mill Road Plan Site

 dor-initiati

- Ridership on the T — Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority

. School District Profiles

- Summary of Housing Needs, Acton MA Housing Profile - Regional

Housing Services Office

— https://www.rhsohousing.org/acton/files/housing-profile

References

- The COVID-19 Pandemic’s Impact on Public Transportation

Ridership and Revenues across New England — Federal Reserve
Bank of Boston

- US Census:

— https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/
actontownmiddlesexcountymassachusetts,MA/POP645221

+ US Census Bureau American Community Survey, 2015-2019 5-year

estimates; MHP Data Town

— https://www.census.gov/data/developers/data-sets/acs-5year.
html

SECTION 4

+ 2022 Massachusetts Climate Change Assessment Volume I -

Executive Summary

summary/download

- 2022 Massachusetts Climate Change Assessment Volume II -

Statewide Report

download



- 2022 Massachusetts Climate Change
Assessment Volume III - Regional Reports

- Acton Historic Society - A Short History
of the Town of Acton by Isabella Choate,

1996

+ Acton Memorial Library History of
Acton’s Libraries

« Acton Water District Summer 2023 Water
Words Notice

- Acton Water District Water Quality

Testing Program — https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg2/

— https://www.actonwater.com/water- downloads/outreach/IPCC_AR6_WGII_
lity/ i quality-testing- FactSheet_Biodi . T

program

. Fifth National Climate Assessment

Ecosystems, Ecosystems Services, and

Biodiversity

—https://nca2023.globalchange.gov/
chapter/8/

. Fifth National Climate Assessment

Northeast
—https://nca2023.globalchange.gov/
chapter/21/

- Gateway to American Independence &

Innovation
— https://freedomsway.org/partners/

- Intergovernmental Panel on Climate

Change Climate Change 2023 Synthesis

Report

— https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/syr/
downloads/report/IPCC_AR6_SYR_
SPM.pdf

- Intergovernmental Panel on Climate

Change Sixth Assessment Report Fact
Sheet - Biodiversity

- Intergovernmental Panel on Climate

Change Special Report: Summary for
Policymakers

- https:/ /www.ipee.ch/snis/chapter/spm/

. Iron Work Farm

—https://ironworkfarm.org/

- John Robbins House

John_Robbins_House_(Acton,_
Massachusetts)

« Jonathan and Simon Hosmer House

Jonathan_and_Simon_Hosmer_House

+ Mass Audubon Farmings & CSA's

— https://www.massaudubon.org/places-

- Massachusetts Department of

Agricultural Resources Agricultural Best
Management Practices (BMPs)

The Town of Acton 2024-2031 Open Space and Recreation Plan
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- Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection -

Handbook for delineation of Bordering Vegetated Wetlands

- Massachusetts Division of Conservation Executive Office of

Energy and Environmental Affairs Conservation Restriction
Review Program

_c o Restriction Review T

- Massachusetts Energy and Environmental Affairs Data Portal

Waste Sites & Reportable Releases Results

—https://eeaonline.eea.state.ma.us/portal#!/search /wastesite/

? =

. Mass wildlife Deer Harvest Data

- Mass Wildlife’s Natural Heritage & Endangered Species Program

Division of Fisheries and Wildlife Rare Species Viewer

- Mass Wildlife’s Natural Heritage & Endangered Species Program

Division of Fisheries and Wildlife BioMap Components

- https://storymaps.arcgis.com/

- National Centers for Environmental Information

References

- Resilient Mass Change in Precipitation

- Town of Acton ActOn Climate: The Road to a Resilient Net Zero

Future

- https://www.acton-ma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/8096/

« Town of Acton Agricultural Commission

— https://www.acton-ma.gov/699/Agricultural-Commission

- Town of Acton Climate Action Plan Final

— https://www.acton-ma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/8096/

- Town of Acton Stormwater Chapter X Rules & Regulations

- Town of Acton, Massachusetts Five Year Vegetation Management

Plan 2021-2025

download



- U.S Fish & Wildlife Service
Environmental Conservation Online
System “Listed species with spatial
current range believed to or known to
occur in MA”

+ Umass Extension DCR Chapter 61
Programs

— Ch61-v2.pdf (masswoods.org)
« United Nations Environment Programme
A beginner’s guide to sustainable farming

« United States Department of Agriculture
Forest Service Finding relief in the shade

« United States Department of Agriculture

National Institute of Food and

Agriculture Sustainable Agriculture

_1 /) fa 1sd topics/
inable-acricul

. United States Environmental Protection

Agency Climate Change Indicators in the
United States

. United States Environmental Protection

Agency Fifth Five-Year Review Report
For W.R. Grace & Co., Inc. (Acton Plant)
Superfun D Site Middlesex County,
Massachusetts
—https://semspub.epa.gov/
work/01/100011742.pdf

. United States Environmental Protection

Agency Final Massachusetts Integrated
List of Waters for the Clean Water Act
2022 Reporting Cycle

report.pdf

. United States Environmental Protection

Agency W.R. GRACE & CO., INC. (ACTON
PLANT) ACTON, MA Cleanup Activities

The Town of Acton 2024-2031 Open Space and Recreation Plan

SECTION 5
+ Acton 2014-2021 OSRP
—http://doc.acton-ma.gov/dsweb/Get/
OpenSpace.pdf
SECTION 6
+ Acton 2014-2021 OSRP
—http://doc.acton-ma.gov/dsweb/Get/
OpenSpace.pdf
SECTION 7
+ Acton 2014-2021 OSRP
—http://doc.acton-ma.gov/dsweb/Get/
OpenSpace.pdf
SECTION 8
+ Acton 2014-2021 OSRP
—http://doc.acton-ma.gov/dsweb/Get/
OpenSpace.pdf
SECTION 9
+ Acton 2014-2021 OSRP
—http://doc.acton-ma.gov/dsweb/Get/
OpenSpace.pdf




Survey Results

Acton-Boxborough Regional High School
Student's Desires for Acton

OSRP Public Meeting 11-10-2022 Minutes
OSRP Public Meeting 12-6-2023 Minutes
Parcel Prioritization Narative

SuAsCo Regional Prioritization Plan
Process Documentation

Parcel Prioritzation

ADA SelfAssessment and
Compliance Summary

Appointment of ADA coordinator

Americans with Disabilities Act Grievance
Procedure for Employees

Grievance Procedure for All Employees -
From Personnel Administration

Stament of compliance with ADA and EEO
Employment Practices

Equal Employment Opportunities

Affirmative Action Policy Statement -
Stament of Non-descrimination
Employment Practices

Examples of Job Notice: Natural
Resources - Conservation Agent,
Environmental Planner

Examples of Job Notice Ad: Land Use -
Land Stewardship Coordinator 2023

Anti-Harrasment Cover Letter
Personnel Anti-Harassment Policy
Acton Employment Application

Recreation Commission Grievance Policy
for the General Public

Accesibility Inventory
Conservation Land Transition Plan
Acton Arboretum Accessibility Inventory

NARA and Miracle Field
Accessibility Assessments




Use of Open Space and Rec. Facilities

Respondents’ Frequency of Use Open Space and Rec.
Facilities

A few times per year

Anticipate using more frequently

vorcry [
.
|

Never |

300 350

Obstacles for Use of Open Space and Rec. Fac
Language/cultural barrier
Didn't feel welcome
Facilities are not accessible/ADA
Transportation Issues

Safety Concerns

Lack of organized team/activity

Too far away
Inadequate signage
Concerns about virus transmission
Don't know about them
Lack of Time ]
100 150
Number of Respondents'

Open Space Rec Facilities

o)

Self Identified Race or Ethnicity
Black or African American
Other
Latin or Hispanic

Asian or Pacific Islander

:
I
I 8
-

Coucssae _ 2

Number of Respondents

Age of Survey Participants

160
27%
140 PN
20% 2%
l/
7%/
20 1%
5 106 110 144
o mm
1824 2534 3544 4554 5564

Primary Language In Order

OEnglish
Dother

@ Chinese dialect

DO lLanguages of South Asia

[= e

OSpanish

Town Affiliation In Order

BHomeowner
DORenter
BBusiness Owner
DOEmployee
OOther

DSeasonal Resident
BSstudent

Regarding Open Space and Recreation, what is it

about Acton you like best?

Conservation
Land (37)

“conservations trails that
maintain the biodiversity and
history"

"We are so fortunate that

people who came before us

had the wisdom to set land
aside for conservation”

Playgrounds
)

“The newer
playgrounds where itis
safe to let your kids

Community play and roam.

“community that has
developed around the
unique open space
and recreation sites"

Other
Trees
Dog Friendly
Farmiand
Historic
Sports Fields

The Town of Acton 2024-2031 Open Space and Recreation Plan

Trails

90)

“Abundance of natural wooded trails”

“Abundant conservation lands, with well
laid out trails, well maintained with
attractive and accurate maps”

“There are so many trails and areas to
pick from - they are sprinkled all over
town”

NARA (25)

"Nara is wonderful
because of its variety
of programming.”

Variety (19)

"Variety of quiet
nature spaces and
social play spaces”

Open Space
35)

“The mix of
neighborhoods and
open space"

"prudent management
of open space”

Bike Paths(26)

"bike paths that feel
secluded from roads and
homes"

Arboretum

I love

(12)

the Arboretum

and all of the trails

on the

sides of town."




12

220

Which open space and/or recreation facilities/
resources do you make use of most frequently?

morrisonfarm

nara ... arboretum

tenniscourts

bikepaths -
brucefreemanrailtrail sidewalks dogpark
fields = biketrails ‘
communitygardens ral S parks conservationland
assabetriverrailtrail
—— playgrounds )
conservationlands
% & & Top Five:
hikingtrails S
ralls
i ) jonesfield i i Sidewalks (78)
greathill g g0ins railtrails Sdenals

springhill Arboretum (69)

Hiking Trails (50)

Preferred Methods for Funding Open Space Protection

Seek funds from donations, grants, o other funding sources 482

Use funds from the Community Preservation Act (CPA) 462
Increase the local Community Preservation Acton property tax o
surcharge (currently at 1.5%)
Other I 20
0 100 200 300 400 500 600

Number Selected as Priority
*Respondents were able to select more than one

Appendices

Which in your opinion are the top three most important open space and
recreational areas/facilities to the Town of Acton as a whole?

nashoba trails
playgrounds railtrails  morrisonfarm
% tenniscourts
greathll campacton
nagoghill gugsins fiel wetlands

ds
grassypond

arboretum  nara

assabetriverrailtrall . cofreemanrailtrail

. ... sidewalks
springhill ) .
conservationlands Top Five:

heathhen bikepaths

NARA (184)
*  Arboretum (134)
+ Great Hill (58)
e Trails (54)
Bruce Freeman
Rail Trail (44)

biketrails hikingtrails

Projects Ranked by Priority

Protect open space for water qualivy/quanticy - [, 2 ¢
Protect open space for wildlife and biodiversity _ 2.53
Protect environmentally sensitive habitats _ 2.51
Protect open space and natural resources to reduce climate change risks _ 2.45
Protect open space to increase carbon sequestration and help offset emissions _ 2.39
Develop pollinator habitat and corridors _ (25308
e I
Address flooding and erosion in Town _ 2.16
Protect farms and farmland _ 2.15
Improve connections between existing trails in Acton _ 2515
Increase information about natural resources _ 2.05
Increase wetlands setbacks _ 2.01
Improve connections between existing trails in abutting towns _ 2.01
Create a tree protection bylaw | IIIEEEEEEE :s2
Improve trail signage and maps _ 1.81

15 17 1.9 21 23 2.5 2.7 2.9
Mean Ranking

#three is high priority, one is low priority



RO . . . Listed Recreational
Prioritizing Protection of Natural and Scenic Resources in Acton

Resources
*  ADA Accessible Trails

* Baseball Diamonds

Forests

(4
Y
&

Bird/Wildlife Viewing

Bocce Courts

* Basketball Courts

Wildlife Habitats

v

Community Center

*  Cricket Fields
e [ + Cross-Counry SkingTras
» Disc Golf
—— I D

Drinking Fountains

I
@
5]

Historic Buildings, Monuments, Stone Walls

*  Family Picnic Areas
Fitness/Walking Track
*  Hiking Trails

3 4 5 6 7 +  Horseback Riding
Selection of Priority

Scenic Views

I
N
1%
X

*  Hunting Areas
*10 is the highest priority

Top 10 Responses for Top 10 Responses for
“Would like to Expand” “Would like to Improve”
*  4.ADA Accessible Trails (158)

* 10.Neighborhood Parks (92)

* 4.Bike Lanes (187) + 7.Bike Lanes (120)
+  2.Bike Paths (240)
+ 8.Bird/Wildlife Viewing (102) « l.Bird/Wildlife Viewing (282)

+ 7.PublicArt (104)
¢ 6.Public Restrooms (106)

* 5.Community Gardens (123) * 9.Community Gardens (I11)
+  1.Sidewalks (244)

* 9.Family Picnic Areas (93) + 10.Family Picnic Areas (110)

+ 3.HikingTrails (225) + 3.Hiking Trails (166)

Ice Skating Rink
Kayak/Canoe/Small non-motorized boat launch
Mountain Biking Trails

Multi-Purpose Fields (Soccer, Lacrosse, Football, Ultimate
Frisbee, etc. Athletic Fields)

Neighborhood Parks

Outdoor Exercise Areas for Seniors
Pavilion for Group Events (with tables, grills, etc.).
Pickleball Courts

Playgrounds

Pocket Parks

Public Art

Public Restrooms

Riverside Boardwalks

Sidewalks

Skateboard Parks

Sledding Hills

Snack Bar

Snowmobiling Trails

Snowshoeing Trails

Softball Diamonds

Spray Ground or Splash Pad
Swimming Pool

Tennis Courts

The Recreation Center at 50 Audubon Drive

6. Multi-Purpose Fields (Soccer, Lacrosse, Football,
Ultimate Frisbee, etc. Athletic Fields) (122)
5. Neighborhood Parks (150)

2.Playgrounds (172)

8.Sidewalks (111)
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Top 10 Responses for
“Would like to Expand” 5

ADA Accessible Trails
Amphitheater
Baseball Diamonds
Basketball Courts
Bike Lanes

Bike Paths

1. Bird/Wildlife Viewing (144)

Bocce Courts
Community Center
Community Gardens
Cricket Fields
Cross-Country Skiing Trails
Disc Golf

5.Dog Park (112)
Drinking Fountains
Family Picnic Areas
Fitness/Walking Track
Hiking Trails
Horseback Riding
Hunting Areas

*  4.Ice Skating Rink (113)

* 2.Kayak/Canoe/Small non-motorized boat launch (137)
*  Mountain Biking Trails

Multi-Purpose Fields (Soccer, Lacrosse, Football, Ultimate
Frisbee, etc. Athletic Fields)

¢ Neighborhood Parks

+ 10.Outdoor Exercise Areas for Seniors (93)
*  Pavilion for Group Events (with tables, grills, etc.).
*  Pickleball Courts

*  Playgrounds

*  9.Pocket Parks (94)

*  PublicArt

+  8.Public Restrooms (101)

*  6.Riverside Boardwalks (104)

*  Sidewalks

*  Skateboard Parks

+  Sledding Hills

*  Snack Bar

*  Snowmobiling Trails

¢ Snowshoeing Trails

*  Softball Diamonds

* 7.Spray Ground or Splash Pad (101)

* 3.Swimming Pool (116)

* Tennis Courts

*  The Recreation Center at 50 Audubon Drive

Are there specific properties in Acton that the Town should try to purchase,
access, develop or otherwise protect for Open Space and/or Recreation?

Appendices

rexlumber
conantland
wetherbee . nashobabrook
quarryroad arlingtonstreetwoods
k m a rt wrgra/;e
nagogpond
strawberryhill dogpark : . .
FivsrstrseE |ssacdaV|$\tra|l
brucefreemantrail o
morrisonfarm fOrtPOHd brook

Top Five:

*  Kmart (20)

Nagog Pond (8)
Conant Land (7)

*  Fort Pond Brook (6)

Arlington StWoods (11)

Top 10 Responses for
‘“Would like NO Change”

How can Acton improve our parks and recreational programming
to make them more welcoming for all community members?

ADA Accessible Trails
Amphitheater

7.Baseball Diamonds (438)

Basketball Courts

Bike Lanes

Bike Paths

Bird/Wildlife Viewing
6.Bocce Courts (442)
Community Center
Community Gardens

4. Cricket Fields (471)
Cross-Country Skiing Trails
9. Disc Golf (431)

Dog Park

Drinking Fountains

Family Picnic Areas
Fitness/Walking Track
Hiking Trails

3. Horseback Riding (471)
I. Hunting Areas (504)

More
planned
activities (12)

“More organized
activities/events”
Already
welcoming
for
community
members
an
Improved
accessibility
a2
“ADA integrated
activities”
.. .more accessible to
seniors and
handicapped”

Ice Skating Rink

*  Kayak/Canoe/Small non-motorized boat launch

* Mountain Biking Trails

*  Multi-Purpose Fields (Soccer, Lacrosse, Football, Ultimate
Frisbee, etc. Athletic Fields)

* Neighborhood Parks

*  Outdoor Exercise Areas for Seniors

* Pavilion for Group Events (with tables, grills, etc.).

*  Pickleball Courts

*  Playgrounds

*  Pocket Parks

*  PublicArt

+  Public Restrooms

*  Riverside Boardwalks

*  Sidewalks

+ 5.Skateboard Parks (451)

+  Sledding Hills

* 8.Snack Bar (438)

*  2.Snowmobiling Trails (503)

*  Snowshoeing Trails

+ 10.Softball Diamonds (431)

*  Spray Ground or Splash Pad

*  Swimming Pool

+  Tennis Courts

*  The Recreation Center at 50 Audubon Drive

Community
Center (6)
Wereeda
. communty
Sidewalks e
(12)
“Safe sidewalks” Over 67 different
suggestions!
“Build more *
sidewalks”




Take-aways from the 2022 Open Space and Recreation Survey

THREE: .
ONE: TWO: Desire for increase Fentliy
ite to improve and Emphasis placed on the communication around Value of water highlighted
rease sidewalks value of trails Open Space and both for use and
Recreation recreation
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Acton-Boxborough Regional High School

General Recreation

"Easily accessible places for member
of the community to gather and
connect with each other”

Walkability

“Include paths to different parks so one
doesn't need to drive to each open
space”

Planning/Zoning

“More connections between open
space areas, greater accessibility”

Economy/Shops/Downtown

"I think the West/Westside creamery
area is really nice (walkable, attractive
and useful)’

Appendices

Student’s Desires for Acton

i

F--=-=--0

—————p————
|
|
e e e e e o
|
|
e e e e e

= Number of Responses

within Category

Biodiversity/Habitats/ Trees

“Prioritize conservation of endangered
species. Avoid development in wildlife
habitats”

Publicity and Education

“Not only preserve historic structures
but also things like museums to
educate kids in a fun way”

Trails

"What's missing is at night on the rail
trail it gets really dark so light during
the evening would be good, more
sidewalks on main st. *

Volunteering

“Volunteering for highschool/young
adults”



Acton-Boxborough Regional High
School Favorite Open Space and/or
Recreation Feature

Acton Arboretum

NARA

Bruce Freeman Rail Trail _

General Trails

Conservation Land

Recreation

Other

The Town of Acton 2024-2031 Open Space and Recreation Plan
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Parcel

B5-41

13-135

H2-100

H2-58

E4-60

B5-15

C4-14

B5-16

12-3

D6-3-4

H2-63

H3-A-38

E2-143

14-1

13-1-1

H2-A-41

B4-10-1

13-136

E2-151-9

B5-17-1

B6-3

E2-151

H2-80

E5-15-1

Address

Main Street Rear
39 Independence Behind
36 Liberty Street
84 Stow Street
210 Great Road
Quarry Road End
339 Nagog Hill Road
Quarry Road End
30 Liberty Street Rear
20 Triangle Farm Lane
124 Stow Street
5 River Street
356 Central Street
42 Independence Road
112 High Street Behind
17 Stow Street
532 Great Road
104 Powdermill Rear
10 Kennedy Lane
960-962 Main Street behind
1012 Main Street
86 Arlington Street
133 Stow Street

82 Strawberry Hill Road

Appendices

Acres

1.34

2.92

4.44

3.00

12.50

19.00

55.85

2.20

8.00

29.26

8.00

1.50

21.40

4.04

0.90

2.00

2.23

18.2

2.46

13.97

2.29

10.20

2.00

5.07

Open Space Parcels to Preserve & Protect

Notes

Acton Water District priority land
Acton Water District priority land
Simeone Farmland
Wetlands floodplain
Abuts BFRT and Nashoba Brook
Nashoba & Butter Brook, North of NARA
Concord Water District - Nagog Shoreline
Spur Trail to Westford; old RR
Abutting Stonefield Farm
Abuts Spring Hill Cons. Land
Forested wetlands
MBTA, Abuts Ft. Pond Brook
Idylwilde
W.R. Grace
Abuts Pratts Brook Cons. Land
Wetlands floodplain on Ft. Pond Brook
On Nagog Pond; Structures
Acton Water District priority land
Acton Water District priority land
Acton Water District priority land
Acton Water District priority land
Wetlands Grassy Pond Brook

Stow Border, abuts HHM

Mixed wooded

Local

wp
wp
AG
FP
wp

REC, WP
wp
REC
AG
EXP
wp
FP

EXP, AG

EXP
FP
wp
wp

wp

wp

wp
wp

EXP

NS
22.00

22.42

17.50

18.78

19.18

13.99

16.30

18.33

14.71

13.50

19.31

18.00

8.50

14.19

15.00

12.33

15.60

16.63

10.25

11.19

9.36

14.87

20.64

7.25

Habitat
5.80

6.43

17.00

6.00

12.00

20.96

16.00

24.85

4.56

12.76

8.80

11.00

11.90

11.00

5.50

9.33

7.80

4.00

6.18

18.40

10.09

5.20

8.29

8.46

cc
37.00

34.67

17.25

22.00

14.21

10.00

11.40

0.00

21.50

15.44

13.00

13.00

16.80

15.00

19.67

16.78

11.30

16.00

19.00

4.29

14.64

13.37

4.50

15.33

Farm

0.00

0.00

6.25

0.00

0.16

0.00

0.00

0.00

2.26

1.08

1.53

0.00

4.20

0.00

0.00

0.56

2.20

0.11

0.00

1.16

0.55

0.00

0.00

1.96



G5-96

G4-174

H2-62

H1-2

G4-176

G4-49-4

E5-36

E4-8-5

H4-6

B5-25-4

E5-3-3

J4-5-1

B5-17-3

H1-6

F4-1-13

E4-9-2

F2-A-1-1

14-2

D2-15

F4-11

C5-38

E5-6

C5-97

F3-A-89-1

F2-B-6

13-1-2

25 Keefe Road Behind
19 Wetherbee Street
129 Stow Street
133 Stow Street Behind
99 Mass. Ave.

121 Concord Road
85 Esterbrook Road
130 Nagog Hill Road
323 School Street
108 Nonset Path
108 Strawberry Hill Road
36 Knox Trail
976 Main Street Beside
127 Stow Street
Nagog Hill Road
151 Nagog Hill Road
11 Mead Terr
50 Independence Road
6 Wampanoag
22 Grasshopper
9 Ledge Rock Way
98 Strawberry Hill Road
Wheeler Lane End
49 Nagog Hill Road
516 Mass. Ave

106 High Street Behind

27.70

1.92

4.00

2.22

0.50

5.40

1.15

50.00

6.29

2.29

0.3

21.19

4.50

1.04

72.55

24.25

5.59

5.50

5.00

15.75

1.91

0.24

1.44

Nashoba Brook; State land
Abuts Wetherbee Cons. Land
Stow Border, abuts HHM
Stow Border, abuts HHM Cons. Land
Abuts Wetherbee
Across from Ice House Pond; forested
85 Esterbrook Road; Structures
Acton Water District priority land
State Owned Farmland
Back of Nonset - Abuts Wills Hole
Open meadow, abuts SH CL; Structures
Acton Water District priority land
Acton Water District priority land
Stow Border, abuts HHM
Acton Water District priority land
Acton Water District priority land
Abuts Wright Hill Cons. Land; Structures
W.R. Grace
Rear Lots, Wetlands; Structures
Acton Water District priority land
Potential Rail Trail

Deciduous forest abuts SH Cons. Land

Scoutland; Abuts Robbins Mill Open Space

Open Meadow
Acton Water District priority land

Abuts Pratts Brook Cons. Land

AG

EXP

EXP

EXP

EXP

wp

AG

EXP

EXP

wp

wp

EXP

wp

wp

EXP

wp

wp

REC

EXP

EXP

wp

EXP

12.10

16.35

18.00

13.67

8.80

9.33

6.09

16.80

8.90

17.26

6.89

11.00

15.06

15.35

7.67

11.11

6.59

9.60

8.92

17.41

15.53

8.29

10.51

8.38

13.00

14.00

7.90

2.67

9.33

9.00

10.00

12.33

8.96

0.86

9.60

9.67

8.27

11.56

10.00

9.52

4.50

12.87

9.05

5.40

8.93

8.56

9.00

11.27

15.96

10.00

9.00

4.60

12.40

13.00

0.00

9.20

8.80

10.00

14.50

13.69

7.20

3.00

15.09

7.33

2.46

0.00

16.21

2.00

12.00

11.40

9.44

0.67

1.11

7.50

0.00

8.33

1.33

7.50

0.30

0.50

5.00

0.45

4.40

0.00

1.83

0.00

4.80

0.44

0.00

0.00

3.70

0.00

0.00

1.20

0.00

0.63

1.50

0.00

0.37

0.00

3.00

0.00
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£6-9-1
H1-4
H3-A-38-1
12-20
F5-12-56
E4-8-6
B4-16
B5-31
B5-35
E4-9
12-22
D6-3-2
G4-49-13
F4-2
E5-14-11
H4-109
H4-128-4
D6-3-3
12-1
£2-237
F3-78
G5-95
€5-38-1
G4-184
E6-6-1

E5-14-10

Appendices

1 Duston Lane
129 Stow Street Rear
5 River Street
16 Main Street Behind
139 Strawberry Hill Road
126 Nagog Hill Road
5 Breezy Point
Quarry Road Rear
924 Main Street
562 Main Street
31 Conant Street
21 Triangle Farm Lane
4 Horseshoe Drive
10 P.O. Square
11 Lady Slipper Lane
271 School Street
5 Lawsbrook Road
10 Triangle Farm Lane
2 Apple Valley Drive
110 Arlington Street
46 Taylor Road
66 Wetherbee Street
9 Ledge Rock Way
60 Hosmer Street
12 Spring Hill Road

1 Lady Slipper Lane

6.07

1.75

0.50

6.00

9.90

6.56

3.61

8.50

33.90

73.65

12.80

12.10

0.51

6.94

9.55

6.21

6.20

11.86

10.56

0.95

5.80

4.60

Equestrian and Agricultural Field
Stow Border, abuts HHM Cons. Land
MBTA, Abuts Ft. Pond Brook
Abuts Stonefield Farm
Pond, pasture, vista, abuts Stoneymeade
Conant Brook
On Nagog Pond, Structures
Wellfield Protection
Wellfield Protection, adj. AWD. Structures
Conant Brook, forest, wetlands, meadows
wetlands flood plain
Abuts Spring Hill Cons. Land
Forested, lawn across from Ice House Pond
Acton Water District priority land
Woods behind Gabriel La
Fort Pond Brook, Structures
Abuts Fort Pond Brook
Forest, wetland, abuts Camp Acton
Woods; Abuts Stonefield Farm; Structures
Acton Water District priority land
Abuts Arboretum; Structures
State Owned, hay field, Nashoba Brook
Rex Lumber, Abuts NARA Park; Structures
State owned, Rt. 2, Near Wetherbee CL
Forested wetland abuts SH cons. land

Forested Open Space

AG
EXP
FP
EXP, AG
EXP
wp
wp
wp
wp
wp
we

EXP

wp

FP
FP
EXP
AG
wp
EXP
AG, FP
REC
EXP
EXP

EXP

2.41

13.10

17.63

11.21

7.60

16.52

17.53

14.16

15.91

10.88

20.89

11.71

8.00

12.61

14.36

14.75

18.00

11.29

11.65

16.00

12.48

2.50

8.00

11.70

7.04

9.38

10.40

0.67

3.81

11.91

8.03

5.00

6.67

8.93

5.67

2.00

6.00

11.00

5.00

7.00

6.00

5.33

12.09

4.83

6.25

6.00

5.50

10.00

10.00

10.00

0.00

13.75

1.00

7.50

9.50

0.00

1.00

0.00

2.00

0.00

7.45

2.00

7.00

3.50

6.67

0.00

2.00

0.00

0.00

5.60

0.64

1.89

11.80

10.00

0.00

0.00

12.50

0.56

1.50

0.00

1.11

6.11

0.00

2.94

2.64

0.45

0.05

0.00

2.00

0.00

2.50

1.11

0.09

0.00

1.10

0.00

2.35

2.80

0.07

4.00

0.00

1.93



H4-5

H2-A-74

D3-26

E5-46

G4-189

G4-185

F4-1-14

H3-226-1

D3-7-3

B5-17

H3-A-2

E4-86

G4-209

H4-152

B6-6

H3-5

E5-51

H2-A-41-1

H2-66

G4-198

D2-15-1

E5-15

H2-103

14-5

F4-1-12

E4-86-1

316 School Street
86 Martin Street
111 Newtown Road
Davis Road Behind
35 Wetherbee Street
135 Mass. Ave.

39 Old Village Road Rear
105 River Street
171 Newtown Road
960 Main Street Behind
64 School Street
41 Nagog Hill Road
58 Wetherbee Street
37 Lawsbrook Road
991 Main Street
6 Arborwood Rd
74 Strawberry Hill Road
70 Maple Street Behind
116 Stow Street
96 Mass Ave
48 Nashoba Road
76 Strawberry Hill Road
85 Liberty Street
50 Independence Road
37 Old Village Road Rear

525 Main Street

42.00

1.08

4.80

8.20

5.39

0.79

0.8

2.00

36.35

3.80

21.19

16.00

37.52

4.25

0.56

4.59

0.20

4.46

21.00

3.68

36.02

2.30

130.00

0.75

1.83

Commonwealth Owned, ag, Route 2
Part of old Stonefield Farm; Structures
Wetlands
Detention Pond
AWD Priorty Land, abuts wetherbee land
State owned, Rt. 2, Near Wetherbee CL
Acton Water District priority land
Wetlands on Ft. Pond Brook
Abuts Grassy Pond/Bog habitat
Acton Water District priority land
Abuts Great Hill Cons. Land; Structures
Acton Water District priority land
State Equestrian Facility, Barn, pasture
Acton Water District priority land
Acton Water District priority land
Off Brucewood - Wetlands
Meadow, abuts Spring Hill; Structures
Abuts Ft. Pond Brook Jones Field
Farmland; Structures
State owned, part forest, part ag, Rt. 2
Rear Lots, Wetlands
Mixed wooded; Structures
Forested wetlands town line; Structures
W.R. Grace
Acton Water District priority land

Acton Water District priority land

AG
AG
wp
wp
WP, EXP
AG
wp
FP
EXP
wp
EXP
wp
AG
wp
wp
wp
EXP
FP
AG
AG

wp

wp

wp

3.70

6.60

12.90

10.80

6.88

5.30

4.00

14.40

8.67

10.20

8.33

11.53

0.46

10.07

15.94

7.00

4.10

16.00

11.86

2.50

5.76

7.18

13.67

9.55

9.50

10.00

The Town of Acton 2024-2031 Open Space and Recreation Plan

6.60

3.14

5.00

6.00

8.44

10.00

8.00

5.00

3.00

2.50

10.33

6.88

9.60

5.28

2.00

10.75

5.50

0.00

4.62

5.70

5.29

8.95

1.00

5.40

5.00

6.00

2.80

11.00

2.62

1.60

4.00

0.00

7.60

0.00

7.71

5.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

1.67

0.00

0.00

6.60

1.67

0.00

2.40

6.07

0.00

0.00

0.00

1.67

0.00

8.10

0.00

0.00

2.00

1.08

5.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

1.04

0.00

0.00

1.20

0.00

0.00

1.50

0.00

6.70

0.00

0.62

1.91

1.24

0.00

0.00
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G4-187

F5-12-6

C3-22

B5-30

C4-24

G2-137-3

F5-12-5

H3-A-6

E5-51-1

C5-46-1

14-7

G4-197

E2-143-1

G2-109

G4-143

E2-120

F2-102

F2-105

14-6

Mass Ave
145 Strawberry Hill Rd
215 newtown Road
Quarry Road Rear
281 Nagog Hill Road
97 Central Street
181 Pope Road
76 School Street
74 Strawberry Hill Road
9 Granite Road
47 Independence Road
70 Hosmer Street
352 Central
88 Prospect Street
13 Wetherbee Street
89 Arlington Street
Deacon Hunt Drive
Deacon Hunt Drive

47 Independence Road

Key
EXP
AG
FP
wp
REC

Local Importance
Expands Cons. Land
Agriculture
Flood Plain
Water Protection
Rec potential and NARA
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4.00

15.83

2.30

32.60

59.98

14.23

1.80

17.74

14.19

1.35

2.52

3.60

16.55

2.45

8.31

0.51

0.57

0.28

Farm field abutting Wetherbee
Pasture, Vista
Open Orchard/Hardwood Forest
Parcel Abutting NARA; AWD Wellfield
Abuts Nagog Hill Cons. Land
Lowell, Acon, Maynard Railway Co.
Pasture, Vista; Structures
Abuts Great Hill Cons. land
Mixed wooded
Rec Facility near NARA; Structures
W.R. Grace
State Parcel near School St Fields
Farmfield abutting Idylwilde
Hennesey Farm; Structures
Rail Trail Parking lot; Structures
Acton Water District priority land
Acton Water District priority land
Acton Water District priority land

W.R. Grace

AG

AG

REC

EXP

AG

EXP

REC

AG
FP,AG

AG

wp
wp

wp

0.80

2.49

8.36

7.23

8.82

8.73

2.90

10.14

7.08

4.06

2.86

5.54

6.93

0.00

7.90

2.27

2.00

2.00

0.00

8.50

0.00

6.00

3.00

5.00

0.00

3.50

2.00

3.53

6.95

4.29

2.67

0.67

3.75

0.00

3.08

4.00

1.00

0.00

1.00

4.00

0.00

2.50

0.00

5.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

2.57

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

1.33

0.00

2.00

0.00

4.50

8.04

0.00

0.13

0.00

6.44

0.00

1.41

0.00

0.00

1.50

1.69

4.38

0.00

0.57

1.00

0.00
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TOWN OF ACTON
472 Main Street
Acton, Massachusetts 01720
(978) 929-6611
www.actonma.gov

Acton Select Board manager@actonma.gov

March 6, 2024

RE: Designation of ADA Coordinator

To Whom it May Concern,

This letter shall serve as notice that Town Manager John S. Mangiaratti has been duly designated and
appointed as the Town ADA Coordinator for the purpose of compliance with the Americans with
Disabilities Act.

Please feel free to contact this office with any questions.

Respectfully,

12 g. fgh K

Jim Snyder-Grant
Chair, Acton Select Board
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TOWN OF ACTON
472 Main Street
Acton, Massachusetts 01720
(978) 929-6611
WwWw.actonma.gov
manager@actonma.gov

Office of the Town Manager

March 6, 2024

RE: Designation of ADA Coordinator

To Whom It May Concern:

As Town Manager/ADA Coordinator for the Town of Acton, I hereby attest to the fact that the Town’s
employment practices are in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act with respect to the
following: Recruitment, Personnel Actions, Leave Administration, training, testing, needed
exams/questionnaires, social and recreational programs, fringe benefits, collective bargaining
agreements and wage and salary administration.

Additionally, I have attached to this statement a copy of the Town’s Personnel Policy regarding Equal
Employment Opportunity.

m Sincerely,

ohn S. Mangiaratti
Town Manager
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Equal Employment Opportunities - The Town of Acton has and will provide equal employment
opportunities for all applicants. Every individual, regardless of race, color, national origin,
religion, age, genetic information, marital status, sexual orientation, military service, disability,
arrest record, gender identity or sex, applying for employment in the Town will receive equal
treatment. The Town's policy with respect to Equal Employment opportunity is set forth in the
Town of Acton Equal Employment Opportunity Affirmative Action Plan.
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Affirmative Action Policy Statement
The Town of Acton recognizing the right of an individual to work and to advance on the basis of
merit, ability and potential - without regard to race, sex, color, disability, religion, national
origin, national ancestry, age, sexual orientation, genetic information, military service, or any
other protected class under applicable federal, state, or local laws - resolves to take Affirmative
Action measures to ensure equal opportunity in the areas of hiring, promotion, demotion or
transfer, recruitment, layoff or termination, rate of compensation, or training programs, and all
terms and conditions of employment.
Non-discrimination and equal opportunity are the policy of the Town of Acton in all of its
programs and activities. To that end, all Town of Acton employees shall rigorously take
affirmative steps to ensure equality of opportunity in the internal affairs of the Town as well as in
their relations with the public, including those persons and organizations doing business with the
Town of Acton. Each department, in discharging its statutory responsibilities, shall consider the
likely effects which its decisions, programs and activities, shall have in meeting the goal of
equality of opportunity.
Affirmative action requires more than vigilance in the elimination of discriminatory barriers on
the grounds of race, sex, color, disability, religion, national origin, national ancestry, age, sexual
orientation, genetic information, military service, or any other protected class under applicable
federal, state, or local laws. It must also entail positive and aggressive measures to ensure equal
opportunity in internal personnel practices and in those programs which can affect persons
outside of town government. This affirmative action shall include efforts necessary to remedy the
effect of present and past discriminatory patterns, and any action necessary to guarantee equal
opportunity for all people.
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Recreation Facility or Conservation Land Entrance Parking Entry Path Toilets Tables Benches ‘Water Features Alternative Programs | Responsibilty Abuts Comments
On street (O), Bumpy (B), Total number; Distance to Obstacles to access or Focused on needs of | Recreation Conservation, Adjacent
Unpaved (U), Unpaved (U), Number ADA nearest; Total Special accomodations some disability | Other Municipal, Schools | Conservation or
If more than one | Paved (P), ADA | Paved (P), Steep- Yes, ADA compliant number community Recreation land Other Accessibiity Features or Issues
>10% (S),
ADA
Anderson . B/U/S Two boardwalks crossing Conservation Bulette/Town Forest
Arlington Street
streams and wetlands
Genevieve Lane N/A B/U/S
Concord Road [} B/U/S
Sidewalk
Minot Avenue ) P/ADA 20 fi,1 Wet areas with and without
Arboretum Taylor Road U ADA Yes, ADA 7, 1 ADA 75 feet E, boardwalks; Boardwalk Conservation
10+, over bog.
Wood Lane ) U 600 feet S, 1
Main Street o P/ADA Yes 300 feet E,
10+
Assabet River Blue and Green Trail u B/U 500 feet Boardwalk to scenic view Conservation
Assabet River Rail Trail ADA ADA Department of Public Connection to Maynard
Works
Bruce Freeman Rail Trail ADA ADA Department of Public
Works
Bulette/Town Forest [¢] B/U/S Wetlands Crossing Conservation Anderson
Boardwalk Campus-Main Building Playspace Spruce St P, ADA P, ADA ADA in school ADA Marsh Boardwalk es Schools Connects to Elm St Playspace via Bordwalk
Boardwalk Campus- Playspace Elm St P, ADA P, ADA ADA Marsh Boardwalk | Yes Schools Elm Stret facilities é:ge; to boardwalk via Stabalized crushed stone
Camp Acton Pope Road U B/U/S Yes, ADA 3 Conservation Spring Hill
Caouette/Simeone 9] u Other Municipal
Canoe Launch u u/s Canoe Launch Conservation
Conant School: Hart Field P/ ADA U No Bleachers Recreation
Taylor Road No
only
Conant School: MacPherson Field Taylor Road P/ ADA B/U/S No No Bleachers Recreation in the woods
only
Concord Rd Field Concord Road U/ ADA u No No Recreation Morrison Farm sidewalk to field
Douglas School Field ADA P ADA in school 20 ft, 4 Marsh Boardwalk Schools Elm St. facilities
East Acton Village Green ADA ADA | 1 Grass trail to pond edge Department of Public Bruce Freeman Rail
Works Trail
Elm St: Fields, Playground, Basketball and Tennis Courts Marsh Boardwalk, Douglas School ADA boardwalk to Gates School
Elm Street P/ ADA B/P/ADA Yes, ADA 100 ft, 7 Drinking Fountain Recreation Field, Gates
School Field
Gardner Field and Playground Mass Ave O/P/U/ADA P 10 ft, 4 Drinking Fountain Recreation
Douglas School
Gates School Field ADA P ADA in school 2 2 Marsh Boardwalk Yes Schools Field, Elm Street School playgrounds
facilities
Goward Playground Woodberry Lane P/ADA P ADA, in library ADA 10/, 5 Recreation Library
Dock for viewing or
Nagog Hill Road U U 0.5miles S, | |fishing,bridge over ) Nagog Hill
sy Pond . “onservation
: Newtown Road u B/U/S 0.7 miles N, wetlands, wetlands
1 crossing
School Street Ponds, streams, Recreation/
(Recreation Entrance) P/ADA P bridge over stream Conservation
Kelley Road o B/U/S Conservation
Main Street u B/U/S Conservation
Piper Road [5) U Conservation
North
Piper Road o u/s Conservation
Great Hill South
Recreation Facility or Conservation Land Entrance Parking Entry Path Toilets Tables Benches ‘Water Features Alternative Programs | Responsibilty Abuts Comments
On street (0), Bumpy (B), Focused on needs of | Recreation Conservation,
Unpaved (U), Unpaved (U), Total number; B some disability | Other Municipal, Schools
If more than one | Paved (P), ADA | Paved (P), Steep- Yes, ADA Number ADA nearest; Total Gl i CaTes G community Other Accessibiity Features or Issues
>10% (S), o number Special accomodations
ADA
Stream, Wetlands crossing
Guggins Brook Central Street U B/ onservation Jenks
Mass Ave o U
Billings Street ) B/U
Heath Hen Meadow Mt Hope Cemetery (U u Boardwalks over wetlands Conservation
Robbins Street o) B/U
Prescott Road [¢) B/U/S
High School Ball Fields (1 Softball, 1 Baseball) P, ADA U, B 10ft, 4 Schools
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High School Lower Fields P, ADA P, ADA Yes, ADA 6 ADA Drinking ADA turf Schools Skate Park ADA artificial turf
Fountain
High School Tennis Courts P, ADA P, U In school ADA Schools
High School Leary Field (and track) P, ADA P, U, B, ADA Yes, ADA 50 ft, 2 ADA turf Schools Junior High ADA artificial turf
High School Pool (Indoor) P, ADA ADA in school In school n/a n/a Public swimming ADA lift Schools
hours
Ice House Pond . P/ADA P,ADA 10 fi, 1 Pond, canoe launch Recreation Morrison Farm ADA parking,
Concord Road
boardwalks and ADA pathway
Jenks Land U B/U/S Stream crossing Conservation Guggins
Jones Field and Playground Martin Street P/ADA P ADA 100 ft, 1 Recreation
Junior High School Front Field ADA ADA ADA in school 200 fi, 2 Schools
Miracle Field Quany Road PIU/ADA /B/ADA ADA in Sports Plaza 4 ADA drinking fountain, [ Recreation NARA, Will's Hole [ New comfort station with ADA
NARA Pond toilets
Morrison Farm Concord Road U U/B Yes Lr;ﬁzl"l:u facility for Yes Recreation gz:iz:;e;;o:?e,ld
Conservation
Hazelnut Street [¢) P then U/S
Nagog Hill Road .
South (next to Hybid |U B/U Bridges over streams,
Nagog Hill Farm) bridges over wetlands,
n stream crossings
Nagog Hill Road
North (Grassy Pond  |U B/U/S Grassy Pond
Parking)
Recreation Faciity or Conservation Land Entrance Parking Entry Path Toilets Tables Benches Water Features Alternative Programs | Responsibilty Abuts Comments
On street (0), Bumpy (B), Focused on needs of | Recreation Conservation,
Unpaved (U), Unpaved (U), Total number; Distance to some disability Other Municipal, Schools
If more than one | Paved (P), ADA | Paved (P), Steep- Yes, ADA Number ADA nearest; Total Obstacles to access or community i sty Regins @rires
; >10% (S), e number Special accomodations
ADA
Ledge Rock Way, 1, ©\p) P, ADA ADA 2 ADA 2513 ADA dock, ADA showers, | ) ) | Beach wheelchair available
NARA including playground A[.)A drinking fountains, Recreation Miracle Field, Will's
Quarry Road (near P/ADA P, ADA ADA - Sports Plaza (4 ADA trail around pond yes Hole
Ampitheater)
Nashoba Brook Davis Road U U 0.2 Miles N Bridges over brooks, Conservation Spring Hill
Northbriar Road [e] B/U 0.2 Miles N boardwalks over wetlands,
Wheeler Lane U ADA 1 30 Yards E crossings over wetlands
North Acton C Gardens Main Street U B, U ADA 1 Recreation
Central Street [0) U Crossing over wetland .
Pacy Land Conservation
Y Tupelo Way U U
Parker Damon Field ADA P ADA in school 2 2 yes Schools school playground
Brewster Lane U B/U/S 1 100 ft, 1
Pratt’s Brook Parker Street U B/U/S Conservation
Valley Road 0 B/U/S
Spring Hill, Robbins | The rec arca is the entrance to the
Robbins Mill Conservation Land ADA B/U Wetlands crossings Conservation Mill Rec Conservation land
Area
Robbins Mill Rec Area and Playground Canterberry Hill Road | P/ADA P/ADA ADA 2.0 100 ft, 2 Recreation Robbins Mill
Conservation Land
School St Fields School Street 0, U B, U Recreation
Spring Hill Jay Lane v Bl Boardwalk over wetlands Conservation Camp Acton,
Spring Hill Road |0 B/U/S Nashoba Brook,
Annursnac
Stoneymeade P B/U Bridge over stream Conservation Conservation
(Concord)
TJ O’Grady Skate Park Hayward Road P/ADA P ADA 1,0 100ft, 2 Recreation HS Lower Flds
Veteran’s Field and Playground Main Street P/ADA P 150ft, bleachers Recreation Very old playground
‘Wetherbee Land [¢] U Conservation Access is on edge of Itural fields
‘Wills Hole/Town Forest Captain Handley U B/U
Road
ADA,
Sachem Way ; B/U/S
residents only
Recreation Faciity or Conservation Land Entrance Parking Entry Path Toilets Tables Benches Water Features Alternative Programs | Responsibilty Abuts Comments
On street (0), Bumpy (B), Focused on needs of | Recreation Conservation,
Unpaved (U), Unpaved (U), Total number; Distance to some disability Other Municipal, Schools
If more than one | Paved (P), ADA | Paved (P), Steep- Yes, ADA Number ADA nearest; Total Obstacles to access or community i sty Regings @rrEs
>10% (S), e number Special accomodations
ADA
Wills Hole/Town Forest Nagog Park o u 800 ft, 3 Boardwalk to Bog, Conservation
Drive Crossing over Wetlands
Quarry Road North U Miracle Field Pf”nrking and facilities at Miracle
Field
Quarry Road P U ADA NARA Parking and facilities at NARA
Wright Hill o B/U/S
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Illustrated Map of South Acton, 1886, Acton Historical Society
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Map 3: Zoning
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Map 2: Environmental -
Justice Populations '
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Map 3: Zoning
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Map 4: Soils and
Geologic Features

Acton, Massachusetts
March 2024
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Map 4A: Natural Heritage and
Endangered Species Program

Acton, Massachusetts
March 2024
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Map 4B: BioMap 1 - Critical Natural Landscape
and Core Habitat Components

Acton, Massachusetts
March 2024
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Map 4C: BioMap 2 - Regional and Local
Level Components

Acton, Massachusetts
March 2024
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This map, and the information herein, is intended to be a reasonably accurate 0 05
representation, but is not guaranteed. The Town of Acton shall not be held responsible
for the accuracy or misuse of this data.
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Map 4D: General Soil

Acton, Massachusetts
March 2024
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Map 4E: General Bedrock Geology

Acton, Massachusetts
March 2024
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Data provided by MassGIS and the Town of Acton, MA.

This map, and the information herein, is intended to be a reasonably accurate representation, but
is not guaranteed. The Town of Acton shall not be held responsible for the accuracy or misuse of
this data.
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Map 4F: Groundwater
Protection Districts

Acton, Massachusetts
March 2024
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Data provided by MassGIS and the Town of Acton, MA.

This map, and the information herein, is intended to be a reasonably accurate representation, but
is not guaranteed. The Town of Acton shall not be held responsible for the accuracy or misuse of
this data.
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Map 5: Unique Features

Acton, Massachusetts
March 2024
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MAP 5: UNIQUE FEATURES

Number (if
applicable) Name Category Address (if applicable)
Acton’s Villages: East Acton, North Acton, South Acton, West Acton C&H
Rail Trail: Assabet River Rail Trail (ARRT) Bruce Freeman Rail Trail (BFRT) C&H
Greenbelts: Fort Pond Brook and Nashoba Brook E
Scenic Roads (Solid pink lines on map. See Town Bylaws Chapter J) S
Historic Districts: Acton Centre, South Acton, West Acton C&H
“Gateway” Agricultural Fields S Route 2, School Street, Wetherbee Street intersection
Acton Arboretum C&H and E | 2 Taylor Road
Assabet River Blue and Green Trail S Across from 308 High Street
Cemeteries: Forest, Mount Hope, and Woodlawn C&H 10 North Street, 166 Central Street, 104 Concord Road
Citizens' Library C&H 21 Windsor Avenue
Erikson Grain Mill C&H 113 Main Street
Exchange Hall C&H 2 School Street
Faulkner Homestead C&H 5 High Street

Geological Deposits - Eskers

E Acton Arboretum, Bulette Land, Will's Hole

Grassy Pond

Sand E 149 Newtown Road

Hosmer House

C&H 300 Main Street

Ice House Pond

E 120 Concord Road

HENEEHCNEEEENRERENE

Isaac Davis Trail C&H Begins at 31 Hayward Road
John Robbins House C&H 144 Great Road
Jones Taven C&H 128 Main Street
Maple Street C&H Maple Street
Memorial Library C&H 486 Main Street
Miracle Field C&H 75 Quarry Road
Morrison Farm C&H 116 Concord Road
20 Nagog Pond S Northwest Acton, bordering Littleton, MA
21 Nara Park C&H 25 Ledge Rock Way
22 Pope Road, Strawberry Hill Road, and Esterbrook Road S East Acton
23 Quaking Bogs E Acton Arboretum, Grassy Pond, and Will's Hole
24 Stonefield Farm C&H 91 Martin Street
25 Town Common C&H Main Street from aproximately Newtown Road to Nagog Hill Road
26 Town Hall C&H 472 Main Street
27 Trail Through Time (TTT) C&H 9 Carlisle Road
Key
C&H Cultural and Historical Features
S Scenic Features
E Environmental Features
MAP 5A: DISTANCE FROM RECREATION FACILITIES
Number Recreation Facility Address Amenities

1 Acton Recreation Department 50 Audubon Drive

2 indoor multiuse recreational rooms

2 Camp Acton Conservation Land 362 Pope Road

Campground with 7 sites

3 Concord Road Field 104 Concord Road

Multi-purpose field, one 11 v. 11 soccer field

4 Elm Street Field 19 Elm Street

Playground, 2 tennis courts, 4 pickleball courts, one softball diamond, and
sheltered picnic area

Gardner Field/Playground 530 Massachusetts Avenue

Playground, Multi-purpose field

Goward Playground 486 Main Street

Playground, basketball hoop

54 School Street

Multi-purpose fields

Hart Field 80 Taylor Road

Multi-purpose field

5
6
7 Great Hill Field
8
9

Hebert Farm Community Garden | 76 Prospect Street

Organic community garden

10 Jones Field 54 Martin Street

Playground, multi-purpose field, 3 beach volleyball courts

11 Joseph Lalli Miracle Field 75 Quarry Road

ADA baseball diamond

12 MacPherson Field 80 Taylor Road

Baseball diamond

13 Morrison Farm Community Garden | 116 Concord Road

Organic community garden

14 NARA Park 25 Ledge Rock Way

Playground, 4 sheltered picnic areas, multi-purpose fields, 2 beach volleyball
courts, amphitheater, softball diamond, swimming and boating beach area,
mountain bike pump track

15 North Acton Community Gardens | 845 Main Street

Community garden

16 Robbins Mill Recreation Area 61 Canterbury Hill Road

Multi-purpose field, full basketball court, playground, picnic shelter

17 School Street Fields 323 School Street

Multi-purpose fields, 3 cricket fields

18 T.J. O’'Grady Memorial Skate Park | 66 Hayward Road

Skateboarding and rollerblade park

19 Veterans' Field 655 Main Street

2 baseball diamonds, playground
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Map 6: Water Resources

Acton, Massachusetts
March 2024
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This map, and the information herein, is intended to be a reasonably accurate representation, but =
is not guaranteed. The Town of Acton shall not be held responsible for the accuracy or misuse of 0 0.5 1 @)
this data.
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Map 7: Inventory of Open Space

Acton, Massachusetts
March 2024
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Data provided by MassGIS and the Town of Acton, MA. /

For more information regarding the Massachusetts Chapter 61 Current Use Tax Programs, please see
Massachusetts General Law or speak with the municipal Assessor's Office.

This map, and the information herein, is intended to be a reasonably accurate representation, but is not
guaranteed. The Town of Acton shall not be held responsible for the accuracy or misuse of this data.
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Map 8: Action Plan

Acton, Massachusetts
February 2024

This map shows the locations for a sample of action items in the 2024-2031 OSRP. For a comprehensive list of action items please see
Section 9 of Acton’s 2024-2031 OSRP. Many important action items will occur throughout Town and outside of physical locations.

GOAL #1: Preserve and Protect the Historic, Cultural, Agricultural and Scenic Features of Acton
% Replace dead apple trees in the Arboretum with new apple trees. 2

% Implement the Meadow Management Plans for NARA, Morrison Farm, Grassy Pond
Heath Hen, Stoneymeade, and Jenks conservation areas.

GOAL #2: Protect Critical Environmental Resources, Including N

Ground and Surface Water, Wildlife, Diverse Habitats and Ecosystems ,_”\“
<

% Build boardwalk and expand trail network to the north side
of Pacy land. T

* Install “Stop Aquatic Hitchhikers” signs at regularly-paddled
waterways such as the Canoe Launch off Route 62, Ice
House Pond off Concord Road in East Acton, and Mill Pond in . -
South Acton. "

% Coordinate annual efforts to remove invasive water
chestnuts from Ice House Pond and Robbins Mill Pond.

4+ Develop a plan to protect riverine habitat along Grassy Pond
Brook and the vernal pools located in adjacent properties.

Goal #3: Improve and Expand
Recreation Opportunities for Everyone

/\;Po_yo '
%
i

%

% Add sidewalk extensions to popular
recreation sites, particularly from north
of Route 2A on Route 27 (Main Street),
linking Veterans’ Field to NARA.

L
GRASSY POﬁI‘ p

NG
*5 N

*h

HOUSEP‘OND

% Provide universal accessibility to ~ ----
Veterans' Field.

% Add Signage: “"NARA" to large sign on
Route 2 near Route 27 exit.

% Finish construction of 53 River St. Park.

CONCORD

BOXBOROUGH

Goal #4: Incorporate Sustainability in
Current and Future Open Space and
Recreation Decisions

% Install Level 2 and Level 3 EV -
Chargers in recreation parking lots.
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- Conservation and Town

Forest Data provided by MassGIS and the Town of Acton, MA.
This map, and the information herein, is intended to be a reasonably accurate representation, but is not
guaranteed. The Town of Acton shall not be held responsible for the accuracy or misuse of these data.
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